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Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p Erdoğan 
attended the “S�gn�ng Ceremony 
of the Cooperat�on Protocol on 

Eth�cs Educat�on and Tra�n�ng of Eth�cs 
Educators” held at the Pres�dent�al 
Complex and del�vered a speech.
Pres�dent Erdoğan congratulated all 
publ�c off�c�als on Eth�cs Day and Eth�cs 
Week, expressed h�s grat�tude to publ�c 
employees who serve d�l�gently both 
domest�cally and abroad, and w�shed 
them success �n the�r dut�es.
Stat�ng h�s hope that the act�v�t�es and 
events to be held dur�ng Eth�cs Week 
would be benefic�al for the country and 
the nat�on, Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d: “I 
find the cooperat�on protocol s�gned 
between our two esteemed �nst�tut�ons 
extremely mean�ngful and appropr�ate. 
�s protocol, wh�ch foresees the 
organ�zat�on of educat�onal and 
awareness act�v�t�es and the tra�n�ng of 
qual�fied �nstructors, w�ll play a 
s�gn�ficant role �n spread�ng eth�cal 
awareness �n the publ�c sector. I hope the 
protocol br�ngs benefic�al outcomes for 
both �nst�tut�ons. I extend my grat�tude 
once aga�n to the Cha�rperson of the 
Board and to our M�n�ster of Fam�ly and 
Soc�al Serv�ces.”

"THE PUBLIC OFFICIALS ETHICS 
BOARD CONTRIBUTES TO THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF ETHICAL 
AWARENESS”
Pres�dent Erdoğan stated that the Publ�c 
Off�c�als Eth�cs Board, wh�ch they 
establ�shed �n 2004 to enhance the 
qual�ty of publ�c serv�ces and strengthen 
eth�cal values, has recently carr�ed out 
effect�ve and successful work. He 
cont�nued:
"Our Board contr�butes to the 
establ�shment of eth�cal awareness �n our 
country through �ts �nvest�gat�ons and 
research act�v�t�es, �ts collaborat�ons w�th 
var�ous �nst�tut�ons and m�n�str�es, and 
�ts organ�zat�on of tra�n�ngs, sem�nars, 
conferences, and panels. Last year, a total 
of 228,922 publ�c off�c�als rece�ved 
eth�cs-centered tra�n�ng through our 
Board. Var�ous act�v�t�es were organ�zed 
to ensure that values, pr�nc�ples, rules, 
and standards are fully embraced and 
�mplemented. I want �t to be known that 
I cons�der these efforts very valuable �n 
terms of eff�c�ency, product�v�ty, and 
transparency �n publ�c serv�ces. I extend 
my thanks to our Cha�rperson Ms. 
Zerr�n, to the members of the Board, 

and to all personnel of our Eth�cs Board 
for the�r efforts and ded�cat�on. I also 
offer my grat�tude to all members who 
have served successfully �n the Board 
unt�l today. I pray to God for success �n 
the future endeavors of our Publ�c 
Off�c�als Eth�cs Board. As Pres�dent, I 
w�ll cont�nue to prov�de them w�th 
strong support as needed.”

Rem�nd�ng that the Republ�c of Turkey 
�s a state w�th a strong trad�t�on, 
Pres�dent Erdoğan added:
"Our state exper�ence has a deep-rooted 
h�story that exceeds 2,000 years. When 
we exam�ne th�s past �n all �ts stages, two 
truths cons�stently emerge. e first �s 
that our ancestors had a very strong 
found�ng w�ll and an uny�eld�ng sp�r�t of 
�ndependence. Even �n the darkest 
moments of our h�story, our forefathers 
managed to establ�sh new states that 
would endure for centur�es. �s 
trad�t�on, shaped by the pr�nc�ple of 
cont�nu�ty embod�ed �n the express�on 
‘eternal state,’ clearly reveals how sk�lled 
our nat�on �s �n organ�zat�on and rev�val. 
e second truth �s the human-centered 
approach �n our concept of governance 
and adm�n�strat�on. e pr�nc�ple of ‘Let 
the human l�ve so the state may l�ve’ and 
the motto ‘serv�ce to the people �s serv�ce 
to God’ have gu�ded our management 
ph�losophy for centur�es.”

“THE PUBLIC INTEREST IS ABOVE 
EVERYTHING ELSE”
Pres�dent Erdoğan cont�nued h�s 
remarks, say�ng: “roughout our 
h�story, every �ag we ra�sed �n the sk�es 
has been a symbol of goodness, just�ce, 
prosper�ty, peace, v�rtue, and fa�th on 
Earth. e sp�r�t that transfers trad�t�on, 

custom, moral values, and codes from 
the past to the future �s preserved �n th�s 
nat�onal structure and nat�onal 
consc�ousness. All the qual�t�es we define 
today as ‘eth�cs’ have man�fested �n our 
nat�onal character through these very 
concepts. e �mportance g�ven to 
knowledge, moral�ty, competence, and 
mer�t has undoubtedly played a major 
role �n ma�nta�n�ng stab�l�ty �n state 
governance and publ�c serv�ce.”

“Look how N�zamülmülk expressed th�s 
matter a thousand years ago �n h�s work 
S�yasetname: ‘When we ass�gn major 
respons�b�l�t�es to �nd�v�duals who are 
w�thout character, nob�l�ty, or v�rtue, we 
render scholars, nobles, and v�rtuous 
people �dle and useless.’ Our Lord also 
commands �n the Holy Quran: ‘Indeed, 
Allah commands you to render trusts to 
whom they are due and when you judge 
between people to judge w�th just�ce.’”
Emphas�z�ng that mer�t, competence, 
just�ce, and peace are �nterconnected and 
mutually re�nforc�ng values—espec�ally 
�n state affa�rs—Pres�dent Erdoğan 
rem�nded that even the smallest 
concess�on �n these areas can lead to 
�ncreas�ngly larger challenges and 
destruct�ons, as recorded �n the pages of 
h�story.
Pres�dent Erdoğan added: “No matter 
the pos�t�on, rank, or t�tle, I want to 
rem�nd every one of my colleagues �n 
publ�c serv�ce of th�s: each of these 
pos�t�ons �s temporary. ese dut�es and 
author�t�es are entrusted to us by the 
nat�on. What truly matters �s to serve the 
people s�ncerely and to earn the consent 
of God and the goodw�ll of our nat�on. 
e publ�c �nterest �s above everyth�ng 
else.”

“THE STATE MEANS A 
MECHANISM THAT SERVES ITS 
CITIZENS”
Pres�dent Erdoğan stated that ensur�ng 
each c�t�zen benefits from publ�c serv�ces 
equally, fa�rly, and effect�vely �s one of 
the�r most fundamental pr�or�t�es.
He sa�d: “In th�s context, we have never 
and w�ll never show len�ency to anyone 
who abuses the�r duty and author�ty, fa�ls 
to respond to the demands and 
expectat�ons of the people, becomes part 
of the problem �nstead of the solut�on, 
damages the d�gn�ty, reputat�on, and 
benevolent �dent�ty of the state, 
squanders publ�c goods and resources, or 
lays hands on the publ�c treasury.”
Us�ng the express�on, “We w�ll not 

tolerate anyone who oppresses the 
c�t�zens they are obl�ged to serve by 
abus�ng the power of the�r pos�t�on,” 
Pres�dent Erdoğan stated, “e state 
means order, regulat�on, and d�sc�pl�ne. 
e state �s the mechan�sm that serves �ts 
c�t�zens.” He emphas�zed that �n both the 
state and soc�ety, order �s ensured not 
only by laws but also by consc�ence, and 
that the fact that an act�on or dec�s�on �s 
�n l�ne w�th the law does not necessar�ly 
mean �t �s eth�cal or leg�t�mate.
Pres�dent Erdoğan underl�ned that no 
one w�ll be allowed to explo�t gaps �n the 
leg�slat�on and say, “I d�d �t, so �t’s done,” 
thereby v�olat�ng even a s�ngle c�t�zen’s 
r�ghts or the rule of law. He expressed 
that publ�c personnel, who are 
respons�ble for del�ver�ng publ�c serv�ces 
to the nat�on, are expected to show the 
utmost sens�t�v�ty on these matters.
Stress�ng that every c�t�zen who 
pr�or�t�zes the publ�c good, compl�es 
w�th legal and eth�cal standards, str�ves 
to address the problems of the people, 
and works w�th a strong sense of duty 
holds a place of h�gh esteem �n the 
nat�on, Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d, “I 
congratulate these colleagues of ours. 
May God be pleased w�th them.”

“Pres�dent Erdoğan Stated at 
Eth�cal Rules W�ll Cont�nue to 
Serve as a Gu�de for Publ�c Off�c�als”
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d dur�ng h�s speech at the “S�gn�ng Ceremony of the 
Cooperat�on Protocol on Eth�cs Educat�on and Tra�n�ng of Eth�cs 
Educators,” “e publ�c �nterest �s above everyth�ng else. Our pr�mary 
pr�or�ty �s ensur�ng that each of our c�t�zens benefits from publ�c serv�ces 
equally, fa�rly, and effect�vely.”
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OTS Secretary General 
Omural�ev: Hungary’s 
Host�ng Increases Its Role 
Among Member States

mural�ev wrote an art�cle Oregard�ng the OTS 
Informal Summ�t held on 

May 20–21 �n Budapest, the cap�tal of 
Hungary.
He expla�ned that the OTS has long 
been bound by shared cultural and 
h�stor�cal her�tage and was off�c�ally 
establ�shed �n 2009. He also recalled 
that the 15th ann�versary of the OTS 
was celebrated �n Ankara �n October 
2024.

Omural�ev po�nted out that �n 15 
years, cooperat�on among the 
member states has expanded to cover 
more than 35 areas. He emphas�zed 
the act�ve roles of var�ous bod�es 
under the OTS, �nclud�ng the 
Internat�onal Organ�zat�on of Turk�c 
Culture (TÜRKSOY), the 
Parl�amentary Assembly of Turk�c 
States (TURKPA), the Turk�c 
Academy, the Turk�c Culture and 
Her�tage Foundat�on, the Un�on of 
Turk�c Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry, and the Turk�c Investment 
Fund.

H�ghl�ght�ng the collaborat�on w�th 
d�fferent �nternat�onal organ�zat�ons, 
Omural�ev underl�ned that th�s was 
the first t�me an observer member 
hosted an OTS Informal Summ�t, 
wh�ch s�gn�fies Hungary’s grow�ng 
role w�th�n the OTS.

Omural�ev noted that many reg�onal 
and global �ssues were d�scussed 
dur�ng the summ�t and that the 
Budapest Declarat�on was s�gned at 
�ts conclus�on. e declarat�on 
reaff�rmed the reg�onal �ntegrat�on, 
strateg�c or�entat�on, and 
comm�tment of the OTS.

He shared that the leaders s�gned the 
dec�s�on regard�ng Uzbek�stan 
becom�ng a part of the Turk�c 
Culture and Her�tage Foundat�on, 
and that the Counc�l of Fore�gn 
M�n�sters s�gned the dec�s�on to 
appo�nt an Execut�ve D�rector to the 
OTS Representat�on Off�ce �n 
Hungary.

Omural�ev stated that the fore�gn 
m�n�sters approved the dec�s�on to 
grant the Turk�sh Republ�c of 
Northern Cyprus (TRNC) observer 
status �n the Turk�c Academy.
He also ment�oned that a ceremony 
was held to present the "Al�-Sh�r 
Nava’� Internat�onal Award" to Nobel 
Laureate �n Chem�stry, Prof. Dr. Az�z 
Sancar. Omural�ev emphas�zed that 
the award honors Sancar’s sc�ent�fic 
contr�but�ons and h�s ded�cat�on to 
the un�ty and �dent�ty of the Turk�c 
world.

SOURCE: VEDAT KURT

Secretary General of the Organ�zat�on of 
Turk�c States (OTS), Kubanychbek 
Omural�ev, stated that Hungary, an 
observer member, host�ng the OTS 
Informal Summ�t for the first t�me 
demonstrates Budapest’s �ncreas�ng role 
w�th�n the organ�zat�on.

“We Have Taken All Steps to Ensure the 
State Mechan�sm Funct�ons More 
Effect�vely”
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d that �n a people-
or�ented state adm�n�strat�on, eth�cal 
pr�nc�ples are at least as �mportant as 
legal prov�s�ons for a government that 
pr�or�t�zes serv�ng �ts people.
He noted that eth�cal rules are not 
merely regulat�ons or even restr�ct�ons 
that publ�c off�c�als must follow; they 
also ensure that every publ�c employee 
performs the�r dut�es properly and acts 
w�th a consc�ousness of serv�ng the�r 
state and nat�on. Pres�dent Erdoğan 
cont�nued h�s remarks as follows:
“To re�nforce th�s awareness, we 
establ�shed and �mplemented eth�cal 
rules w�th�n publ�c adm�n�strat�on �n 
2005. We have taken all the necessary 
steps to ensure the state mechan�sm 
operates more eff�c�ently and to 
guarantee that the state del�vers faster, 
more effect�ve, and h�gher-qual�ty 
serv�ces to our c�t�zens. ankfully, over 
the past 20 years, there has been 
s�gn�ficant accumulat�on of knowledge 
and pract�cal examples �n th�s regard. 
Today, I am pleased to say that we have 
made substant�al progress �n matur�ng 
the model of the state we asp�re to. I 
s�ncerely apprec�ate the efforts of the 
Publ�c Off�c�als Eth�cs Board, wh�ch has 
played a major role �n �nst�tut�onal�z�ng 
th�s system.”

Recall�ng past d�ff�cult�es, Pres�dent 
Erdoğan sa�d, “In the recent past, we 
suffered greatly from the bureaucrat�c 
ol�garchy, the ‘come today, return 
tomorrow’ mental�ty, and the ‘th�s 
cardholder �s my relat�ve’ m�ndset.” He 
expressed that those who saw 
themselves as super�or to the publ�c, 
avo�ded �nteract�ng w�th c�t�zens, and 
d�splayed arrogance caused great 
suffer�ng to the people for years.

Pres�dent Erdoğan added:
“We exper�enced days when treacherous 
organ�zat�ons l�ke FETÖ, terror�st 

groups, and var�ous cr�m�nal networks 
�nfiltrated the ranks of the state and 
threatened our nat�on’s future. W�th the 
support we rece�ved from our people, we 
managed to overcome all these 
challenges, tr�als, and coup attempts 
w�th our heads held h�gh.”

“4 M�ll�on 590 ousand Appl�cat�ons 
Were Made to CİMER �n 2024”
Pres�dent Erdoğan emphas�zed that they 
have ensured c�t�zens rece�ve first-class 
serv�ce w�thout need�ng personal 
connect�ons or �ntermed�ar�es. He stated 
that throughout the�r 23 years �n power, 
they have worked day and n�ght to 
�mprove publ�c serv�ces, ra�se serv�ce 
standards, and make serv�ces more 
access�ble.

He cont�nued: “W�th the legal and 
const�tut�onal regulat�ons we have 
enacted, we have �ncreased eff�c�ency �n 
the publ�c sector. We �ntroduced new 
�nst�tut�ons and mechan�sms, such as the 
Pres�dent�al Commun�cat�on Center 
(CİMER), to expand avenues for seek�ng 
just�ce and access�ng �nformat�on. We 
�mplemented a modern vers�on of the 
groundbreak�ng ‘wh�te desk’ �n�t�at�ve 
we started at the Istanbul Metropol�tan 
Mun�c�pal�ty �n 1994, extend�ng �t 
nat�onw�de through CİMER. Act�ng as a 
br�dge between the state and the publ�c, 
CİMER rece�ved 4 m�ll�on 590 thousand 
appl�cat�ons �n 2024. As a symbol of our 
part�c�patory governance approach, 
CİMER has also played a key role �n 
expos�ng numerous cr�m�nal 
organ�zat�ons closely followed by the 
publ�c. By tear�ng down the walls that 
once stood between the people and the 
state, we have strengthened the 
bureaucrat�c capac�ty of pol�t�cs. We 
have el�m�nated obstacles stand�ng �n 
the way of nat�onal w�ll. We found 
solut�ons to the chron�c pol�t�cal 
�nstab�l�ty that for years �nv�ted tutelage 
and bureaucrat�c ol�garchy. We have 
establ�shed just�ce �n representat�on and 
stab�l�ty �n governance, for wh�ch we are 
grateful. From now on, we w�ll cont�nue 
w�th the same determ�nat�on and 
comm�tment to br�ng works and 
serv�ces to our nat�on. We w�ll cont�nue 
to �mplement our ‘Century of Türk�ye’ 
goals, one by one, w�th our 
knowledgeable, consc�ent�ous, moral, 
and v�s�onary publ�c off�c�als, and w�th 
all our �nst�tut�ons.”

June 2025
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Trad�t�onal Fest�v�t�es of 
Kyrgyzstan Celebrated w�th 
Joy �n Izn�k

Trad�t�onal Kyrgyz Fest�v�t�es 
Celebrated w�th Joy �n Izn�k

IZNIK (C�v�l In�t�at�ve) Zel�ha 
Sorkunlu/ Kyrgyz Fest�v�t�es, 
trad�t�onally organ�zed every year by 

the Kyrgyz Republ�c, were held th�s year 
�n the Izn�k d�str�ct of Bursa. e event 
was attended by the Ambassador of 
Kyrgyzstan to Ankara, Ruslan Kazakbaev, 
Izn�k D�str�ct Governor Ar�f Karaman, 
Mayor Kağan Mehmet Usta, AK Party 
Izn�k D�str�ct Cha�rman İnanç Şah�n, 
Consul General of the Kyrgyz Republ�c �n 
Istanbul L�ra Sydykova, Consul General of 
the Kyrgyz Republ�c �n Antalya Rustam 
Koshonov, Honorary Consul of 
Kyrgyzstan �n Bolu At�llahan Kurt, 
Honorary Consul of Kyrgyzstan �n Bursa 
B�lal Tutuş, and many Kyrgyz c�t�zens.
e delegat�on v�s�ted the Kyrgyz Tomb 
and, aer offer�ng prayers, v�s�ted Izn�k 
Mayor Kağan Mehmet Usta �n h�s off�ce. 
At the event, wh�ch took place �n the area 
next to the Izn�k Mun�c�pal�ty Izzet Peşte 
Water Sports Camp and Tra�n�ng Center, 
trad�t�onal Kyrgyz d�shes were cooked, 
trad�t�onal games were played, and the 
fest�v�t�es were celebrated w�th great 
enthus�asm.

Izn�k Mayor Kağan Mehmet Usta 
Emphas�zes Kyrgyz-Turk�sh Fr�endsh�p
In h�s speech at the event, Izn�k Mayor 
Kağan Mehmet Usta sa�d: "Today, here �n 
Izn�k, wh�ch has hosted many c�v�l�zat�ons 
throughout h�story and �s a meet�ng po�nt 
of cultures, we are happy to host the 
trad�t�onal fest�v�t�es of our Kyrgyz 
brothers. Kyrgyz culture, wh�ch has �ts 
roots �n the vast steppes of Central As�a, 
has a r�ch h�story centered on hosp�tal�ty, 
sol�dar�ty, and l�v�ng �n harmony w�th 

nature. Keep�ng th�s culture al�ve and 
promot�ng �t here �n Izn�k �s not only a 
cultural enr�chment for us but also a step 
that strengthens our heartfelt t�es." Mayor 
Usta also emphas�zed that such events 
re�nforce the fr�endsh�p between the two 
peoples and contr�bute to the 
strengthen�ng of cultural t�es.
In h�s speech, Mayor Usta also sa�d: 
"Today, we are not only shar�ng our meals, 
games, and trad�t�ons. We are also 
underl�n�ng our common h�story, 
fr�endsh�p, and brotherhood. �s event 
once aga�n shows how deep and strong 
the t�es between Turkey, Izn�k, and 
Kyrgyzstan are.”

Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan Ruslan 
Kazakbaev: "Kyrgyz-Turk�sh Fr�endsh�p Is 
Grow�ng Stronger Every Day”
e Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan to 
Ankara, Ruslan Kazakbaev, gave a br�ef 
speech at the event, stat�ng that the 
fest�v�t�es are an �mportant occas�on that 
re�nforces the fr�endsh�p between 
Kyrgyzstan and Turkey. Kazakbaev sa�d: 
"Such cultural events are the best way to 
strengthen the relat�ons between our two 
countr�es. It �s a great pleasure for me to 
be here w�th you today and to have the 
opportun�ty to exper�ence more closely 
the hosp�tal�ty and culture of the Kyrgyz 
people. Kyrgyzstan and Turkey have a 
h�stor�cally rooted fr�endsh�p, and we w�ll 
cont�nue to work together to carry th�s 
fr�endsh�p �nto the future."
Kazakbaev emphas�zed that the event 
organ�zed �n Izn�k was an �mportant 
occas�on where the two peoples shared 
the�r cultural r�chness and strengthened 
the�r fr�endsh�p.

Bolu Honorary Consul At�llahan Kurt: 
"T�es Between Kyrgyzstan and Turkey 
Are Deepen�ng”
Bolu Honorary Consul of Kyrgyzstan, 
At�llahan Kurt, also made a br�ef speech 
at the event. "e brotherhood between 
Kyrgyzstan and Turkey �s not l�m�ted to 
d�plomat�c relat�ons but �s also deepen�ng 

through cultural and human�tar�an t�es. 
�s event �n Izn�k gave us the 
opportun�ty to get to know the r�ch 
culture, trad�t�ons, and hosp�tal�ty of 
Central As�a. See�ng more and more 
Kyrgyz c�t�zens here each year �s a 
re�ect�on of these strong t�es."
"We w�ll cont�nue to work together for the 
further strengthen�ng of relat�ons between 
Kyrgyzstan and Turkey," Kurt added, 
not�ng that such events allow both 
peoples to get better acqua�nted and help 
to strengthen relat�ons.

Izn�k T�le Presented �n Memory of the 
Day
Dur�ng the event, Izn�k Mayor Kağan 
Mehmet Usta presented Izn�k t�les to 
Kyrgyzstan Ambassador to Ankara Ruslan 
Kazakbaev, Kyrgyzstan Consul General �n 
Istanbul L�ra Sydykova, Kyrgyzstan 
Consul General �n Antalya Rustam 
Koshonov, and Bolu Honorary Consul 
At�llahan Kurt.

Kyrgyz Fest�v�t�es Invest �n Cultural 
Wealth
�s event, held �n Izn�k, �s not merely a 
fest�ve gather�ng but cont�nues to serve as 
a br�dge between Turkey and Kyrgyzstan, 
deepen�ng cultural t�es. Such fest�v�t�es 
allow both peoples to get to know each 
other more closely, re�nforc�ng mutual 
respect and understand�ng.

Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan Ruslan Kazakbaev 
emphas�zed Kyrgyz-Turk�sh fr�endsh�p dur�ng 
the event �n Izn�k.
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Dur�ng the port�on of the 
meet�ng open to the press, 
F�dan expressed h�s 

sat�sfact�on at be�ng �n Moscow once 
aga�n and pra�sed the product�ve 
program. He sa�d, “Yesterday, I was 
rece�ved by (Russ�an Pres�dent 
Vlad�m�r) Put�n, and I had the 
opportun�ty to convey the s�ncere 
greet�ngs, best w�shes, and �mportant 
messages of Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p 
Erdoğan.”

Touch�ng on Turkey-Russ�a relat�ons, 
F�dan stated:
“Our relat�ons are progress�ng �n a 
very healthy manner �n l�ne w�th the 
d�rect�on set by our leaders. In our 
rap�dly chang�ng reg�on, the deep-
rooted relat�ons between Turkey and 
Russ�a play an �mportant role �n 
ensur�ng stab�l�ty and secur�ty. e 
fact that Russ�a chose Istanbul for 
d�rect negot�at�ons w�th Ukra�ne 
re�ects our countr�es’ shared 
understand�ng a�med at establ�sh�ng 
stab�l�ty.”
F�dan noted that h�s talks w�th Lavrov 
would cover all aspects of the 
mult�d�mens�onal relat�ons between 
the two countr�es, �nclud�ng energy, 
economy, and reg�onal �ssues, 
part�cularly �n the M�ddle East and 
Afr�ca.

“Our cooperat�on �n trade and 
�nvestment �s develop�ng”
Russ�an Fore�gn M�n�ster Lavrov also 
expressed h�s pleasure at host�ng F�dan 
and h�s delegat�on �n Moscow.
Emphas�z�ng that the �ntens�ve and 
comprehens�ve agenda between Russ�a 
and Turkey �s shaped by Pres�dents 
Put�n and Erdoğan, Lavrov 
h�ghl�ghted F�dan’s meet�ng w�th Put�n 
the prev�ous day and sa�d:
“Our mutual bus�ness-or�ented and 
results-dr�ven approach to deepen�ng 
our partnersh�p was reaff�rmed dur�ng 
yesterday’s meet�ng. We have many 
�mportant plans for b�lateral 
cooperat�on. We a�m to el�m�nate 
unlawful external barr�ers �n the top�cs 
d�scussed. Our cooperat�on �n trade 

and �nvestment �s grow�ng and w�ll 
cont�nue to grow.”
Lavrov stated that he and F�dan would 
d�scuss matters related to 
�mplement�ng the goals set by the�r 
respect�ve leaders, add�ng:
“Russ�a and Turkey are �nvolved �n 
�nternat�onal �n�t�at�ves a�med at 
�mprov�ng the s�tuat�on �n var�ous 
reg�ons, �nclud�ng North Afr�ca and 
the M�ddle East. As Pres�dent Put�n 
ment�oned yesterday, we value 
Turkey’s role �n potent�ally fac�l�tat�ng 
d�rect negot�at�ons w�th the Ukra�n�an 
s�de once aga�n.”

Lavrov further stated, “We share a 
common perspect�ve w�th Turkey on 
the Palest�n�an �ssue. What �s 
happen�ng �n Gaza and the West Bank 
�s unacceptable.”
He added, “For a second round of 
negot�at�ons w�th Ukra�ne, we may 
once aga�n turn to our Turk�sh 
fr�ends.”

Jo�nt Press Conference by Fore�gn 
M�n�sters F�dan and Lavrov

Speak�ng at a jo�nt press conference 
follow�ng h�s meet�ng w�th Lavrov �n 
Moscow, Fore�gn M�n�ster F�dan sa�d 
they also d�scussed �nternat�onal 
�ssues.
F�dan noted that there have been 
s�gn�ficant developments over the past 
five months �n establ�sh�ng pol�t�cal 
and econom�c stab�l�ty and secur�ty �n 

Syr�a.
Desp�te ongo�ng “d�s�nformat�on 
campa�gns,” he h�ghl�ghted that the 
Syr�an government has largely ga�ned 
the support of both the publ�c and the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty. He added 
that Syr�a �s cont�nuously �mprov�ng 
�ts capab�l�t�es and capac�ty �n the fight 
aga�nst terror�sm and organ�zed cr�me.
Po�nt�ng out that Turkey supports 
efforts to un�fy all m�l�tary groups �n 
Syr�a under a nat�onal army and 
central�zed command, F�dan stressed 
the �mportance of all relevant part�es 
us�ng the�r �n�uence to �mplement the 
memorandum s�gned on March 10 
between Pres�dent Ahmed Shara and 
Ferhad Abd� Şah�n.

F�dan emphas�zed the �mportance of 
the dec�s�ons by the Un�ted States and 
the European Un�on to l� sanct�ons, 

underl�n�ng that Turkey, under 
Pres�dent Erdoğan’s leadersh�p, has 
conducted �ntens�ve d�plomat�c efforts 
to have these sanct�ons l�ed and that 
they are pleased w�th the results of 
those efforts.

“Turkey and Russ�a w�ll cont�nue 
work�ng to preserve Syr�a’s un�ty”

F�dan sa�d that he and Lavrov 
d�scussed all these matters dur�ng 
today’s meet�ng, add�ng:
“As Turkey and Russ�a, we w�ll 
cont�nue to work for the preservat�on 
of Syr�a’s un�ty and terr�tor�al �ntegr�ty. 
At the same t�me, we w�ll cont�nue our 
efforts to ensure the Syr�an people 
ach�eve prosper�ty and stab�l�ty.”
He noted that �n add�t�on to Syr�a, he 
and Lavrov also d�scussed one of the 
reg�on’s most press�ng cr�ses — Gaza 
and the Palest�n�an �ssue.

“e ongo�ng genoc�de and 
human�tar�an tragedy there must be 
stopped �mmed�ately,” F�dan sa�d. 
“Otherw�se, as we have always stated, 
no one w�ll be able to prevent a major 
chaos and escalat�on that w�ll engulf 
Israel as well. �s much blood, 
suffer�ng, and pa�n cannot go 
unanswered. It must stop �mmed�ately. 
Human�ty and the �nternat�onal 
commun�ty must do everyth�ng they 
can to recover from th�s test they have 
fa�led. We w�ll cont�nue to work w�th 
Russ�a �n th�s regard,” he concluded.

Turk�sh Fore�gn M�n�ster F�dan 
Meets w�th Russ�an Fore�gn 
M�n�ster Lavrov �n Moscow
Turk�sh Fore�gn M�n�ster Hakan F�dan and 
Russ�an Fore�gn M�n�ster Sergey Lavrov met �n 
the Russ�an cap�tal, Moscow.
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The 3rd Internat�onal 
Conference on 
Combat�ng 

Islamophob�a was held �n Baku, 
organ�zed w�th the support of 
Anadolu Agency as a "Global 
Commun�cat�on Partner."
Pres�dent Al�yev's message to the 
part�c�pants of the conference 
was read by Pres�dent�al Ass�stant 
H�kmet Haj�yev.
In h�s message, Pres�dent Al�yev 
stated: “Unfortunately, 
Islamophob�a has recently taken 
on a more expl�c�t and systemat�c 
character on a global level. Today, 
th�s negat�ve phenomenon �s 
observed not only �n spec�fic 
countr�es but also �n many parts 
of the world. Host�l�ty toward 
Islam, hatred, and �ntolerance 
aga�nst Musl�ms are becom�ng 
more w�despread and are 
�ntens�fy�ng.”
Al�yev, not�ng that Islamophob�a 
man�fests �n d�fferent forms, sa�d: 
“Islamophob�a appears �n var�ous 
forms—from rac�sm and 
d�scr�m�nat�on aga�nst Musl�ms 
�n da�ly l�fe, hate speech, phys�cal 
attacks, st�gmat�zat�on �n the 
med�a and on soc�al med�a 
platforms, to �nst�tut�onal 
d�scr�m�nat�on and other s�m�lar 
pract�ces. ese unfa�r and b�ased 
approaches ser�ously h�nder the 
ab�l�ty of Musl�ms to �ntegrate 
�nto soc�ety and to feel l�ke equal 
c�t�zens.”

H�ghl�ght�ng that �n some 
Western countr�es Islamophob�a 
has turned �nto an off�c�al pol�cy, 
Al�yev sa�d: “In some countr�es 
that h�stor�cally engaged �n the 
slave trade, pursued colon�al�sm 
and occupat�on, and comm�tted 
genoc�de—countr�es that now 
portray themselves as defenders 
of human r�ghts and democrat�c 
values—Islamophob�a has 
effect�vely become a form of state 
pol�cy. Under the gu�se of 
protect�ng secular values, laws are 

enacted �n these countr�es that 
restr�ct the r�ghts and rel�g�ous 
freedoms of Musl�ms, v�olat�ng 
the�r bas�c r�ghts such as access to 
educat�on, hous�ng, and 
employment.”

“Attacks on Islam and Musl�ms 
under the pretext of freedom of 
express�on are unacceptable”
Stress�ng that acts that �nsult 
Islam are unacceptable, Al�yev 
stated: “Attempts to �nsult 
Prophet Muhammad, the 
burn�ng of the Holy Quran, 
attacks on mosques and places of 
worsh�p, and the destruct�on of 
Musl�m cemeter�es have all 
�ncreased. Attacks on Islam and 
Musl�ms under the pretext of 
freedom of express�on are 
unacceptable.”

Al�yev noted that Islamophob�a �s 
encouraged �n some countr�es, 
fueled by rad�cal movements and 
far-r�ght part�es, and that 
�nst�tut�ons such as the European 
Parl�ament and the Parl�amentary 
Assembly of the Counc�l of 
Europe, through the�r double 
standards, create a fert�le ground 
for ant�-Islam�c sent�ments.
Al�yev also po�nted out the 
negat�ve role of the med�a, stat�ng 
that some med�a organ�zat�ons 
del�berately assoc�ate concepts 
such as terror�sm and extrem�sm 
w�th Islam, creat�ng a b�ased 
percept�on and fuel�ng rhetor�c 
that portrays Islam as a threat.
Stat�ng that Azerba�jan �s also 
among the countr�es affected by 
Islamophob�a, Pres�dent Al�yev 
rem�nded that dur�ng the 30-year 
occupat�on of Karabakh, 
genoc�de and ethn�c cleans�ng 
occurred �n Khojaly, and more 
than one m�ll�on people became 
refugees.
Al�yev noted that dur�ng the 
occupat�on, nearly one m�ll�on 
landm�nes were la�d, c�t�es and 
cultural her�tage were destroyed, 

and that certa�n Western c�rcles, 
dr�ven by rel�g�ous b�as, turned a 
bl�nd eye to Armen�a’s 
occupat�on wh�le attempt�ng to 
portray the con��ct as a rel�g�ous 
one.

“Islam rema�ns a sp�r�tual p�llar 
and gu�de for b�ll�ons of people”
Al�yev emphas�zed that dur�ng 
the occupat�on, Azerba�jan’s 
Islam�c her�tage was also 
subjected to destruct�on, 
�nclud�ng mosques, mausoleums, 
cemeter�es of global s�gn�ficance; 
some cultural s�tes were looted 
and d�storted. He stated that 
restorat�on work on mosques and 
rel�g�ous s�tes cont�nues �n the 
l�berated reg�ons.
In h�s message, Al�yev 
emphas�zed that Islam �s a 
rel�g�on of peace, sol�dar�ty, and 
compass�on: “Desp�te defamat�on 
campa�gns, Islam cont�nues to be 
a rel�g�on that embod�es h�gh 
moral values, just�ce, and 
k�ndness, and rema�ns a sp�r�tual 
p�llar and gu�de for b�ll�ons of 
people.”

Pres�dent Al�yev addressed the 
Islam�c world w�th the follow�ng 
words: “Modern global threats, 
the new challenges fac�ng the 
Islam�c world, as well as the r�se 
of Islamophob�c tendenc�es and 
attempts to d�scred�t our rel�g�on, 
necess�tate greater sol�dar�ty and 
un�ty among Musl�m countr�es 
and mutual support. To combat 
Islamophob�a, wh�ch �s caus�ng 
w�despread concern across the 
Musl�m world, we must stand 
un�ted and ra�se a collect�ve vo�ce 
aga�nst th�s �njust�ce and these 
harmful trends.”

Pres�dent Al�yev: Attacks on Islam 
Have Become State Pol�cy

Azerba�jan� 
Pres�dent Ilham 
Al�yev 
emphas�zed that 
hatred aga�nst 
Islam const�tutes 
a global threat.

German Chancellor 
Merz: EU may 
retal�ate aga�nst US 
tech compan�es w�th 
tar�ffs
Merz called on Europeans to 
un�te and show confidence �n 
the face of the tar�ff d�spute 
w�th the US, say�ng the EU 
could retal�ate aga�nst US 
technology compan�es �f the 
trade d�spute w�th the Trump 
adm�n�strat�on escalates.

erman Chancellor Fr�edr�ch Merz called on GEuropeans to show un�ty and self-confidence �n 
the face of the tar�ff d�spute w�th the Un�ted 

States, say�ng the European Un�on (EU) could retal�ate 
aga�nst US technology compan�es �f the trade d�spute 
w�th the Donald Trump adm�n�strat�on escalates.
Fr�edr�ch Merz sa�d at the European Forum event 
organ�zed by the West German Rad�o and Telev�s�on 
Corporat�on (WDR), referr�ng to US Pres�dent Donald 
Trump's tar�ff threats, "We are not begg�ng. Let's not 
make ourselves smaller than we are.”

Po�nt�ng out that Europe, w�th �ts 500 m�ll�on consumers, 
�s the second-largest market for many US compan�es 
aer the Un�ted States, Merz sa�d that the EU must 
protect �ts own �nterests.

Merz sa�d, "R�ght now, we are sav�ng Amer�can 
technology compan�es a lot of money �n terms of taxes. 
�s does not have to stay l�ke th�s; �t can be changed."
Stat�ng that he fully supports the approach of European 
Comm�ss�on Pres�dent Ursula von der Leyen �n the tar�ff 
d�spute w�th the US, Merz re�terated Germany's stance 
that �t w�ll not enter �nto s�de agreements but w�ll allow 
the EU to handle trade �ssues.

"We must not react carelessly and hast�ly. In our v�ew, 
tar�ffs w�ll hurt us. But �f we cannot do anyth�ng else, 
we must use th�s tool (retal�at�on aga�nst US 
technology compan�es)."
Merz sa�d that he takes Trump's statements very ser�ously 
"even though he knows they w�ll not have a long shelf 
l�fe," add�ng that add�t�onal tar�ffs are �n nobody's 
�nterest.
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M�chael Fakhr�, the Un�ted 
Nat�ons (UN) Spec�al 
Rapporteur on the R�ght 

to Food, responded to quest�ons from 
an AA correspondent regard�ng the 
fam�ne tak�ng place �n Gaza, wh�ch �s 
under heavy Israel� attacks and 
blockade.
Po�nt�ng out that what has been 
w�tnessed over the past 19 months 
clearly �nd�cates Israel's plan, Fakhr� 
sa�d, “Israel’s plan has always been to 
cause max�mum damage, destruct�on, 
and death. e�r ult�mate goal �s to 
fully occupy and annex Gaza. Israel 
has, more or less, declared th�s 
�ntent�on from the beg�nn�ng. e 
s�tuat�on keeps gett�ng worse, and we 
have observed a concrete and susta�ned 
escalat�on of v�olence by Israel,” he sa�d.

Fakhr� emphas�zed the �mportance of 
remember�ng that Israel had declared 
�ts �ntent�on to use hunger as a weapon, 
recall�ng that th�s �ntent was 
announced on October 9, 2023.
“Israel e�ther rejected human�tar�an a�d, 
restr�cted �t, or del�berately attacked 
human�tar�an a�d convoys. What has 
been done recently const�tutes the most 
horr�fic phase of the starvat�on 
campa�gn,” Fakhr� sa�d.

He noted that Israel� Pr�me M�n�ster 
Benjam�n Netanyahu announced on 
March 1 that Israel �ntended to prevent 
all food, water, and goods from 
enter�ng Gaza, and that th�s s�tuat�on 
cont�nued for approx�mately 80 days.
Fakhr� cont�nued: “Israel �mposed a full 
blockade for nearly 80 days, and th�s 
d�rectly tr�ggered a fam�ne. What we 
are w�tness�ng today �s the most 
horr�fic phase of th�s, and now we are 
see�ng a tr�ckle of a�d. A small number 
of a�d trucks are be�ng allowed �nto 
Gaza, but �t �s not nearly enough to 
meet people’s needs. e most 

�mportant th�ng to remember regard�ng 
the hunger �s that the figures we 
currently have w�ll always be 
underest�mates. �s �s because no 
�nternat�onal journal�sts are be�ng 
allowed �n, and a very l�m�ted number 
of human�tar�an workers have been 
perm�tted entry. erefore, we know 
the real�ty �s far worse than we can 
currently �mag�ne.”
Fakhr� reported that Israel’s full 
blockade caused a sudden 
�ncrease �n malnutr�t�on 
among ch�ldren, w�th an 
80% r�se recorded just �n 
March, and that by 
February, the pr�ce of wheat 
�our used to make bread 
had �ncreased by 3,000%.
“ese are just numbers,” 
Fakhr� sa�d. “We must 
remember that th�s �s the 
horror of people watch�ng the�r 
ch�ldren d�e of hunger �n the�r arms. 
�s �s a soc�etal trauma that w�ll last 
for generat�ons — mean�ng even �f the 
bombs and bullets were to stop today, 
the number of people who w�ll d�e 
from d�sease and hunger �n Gaza w�ll 
be h�gher than those k�lled by bombs 
and bullets. e �mpact of the fam�ne 
and Israel’s starvat�on campa�gn w�ll 
last for generat�ons �n terms of both 
phys�cal and soc�etal trauma.”
Fakhr� po�nted out that words have 
been exhausted �n descr�b�ng what �s 
happen�ng �n Gaza, and recalled that, 
as �ndependent human r�ghts experts, 
they saw th�s genoc�de r�sk from the 
very beg�nn�ng of the war and called 
for �ts prevent�on.

“Everyone knows th�s �s a genoc�de”
Fakhr� cont�nued: “We were also the 

first to �dent�fy, name, and recogn�ze 
Israel’s starvat�on campa�gn and the 
result�ng fam�ne. e Internat�onal 
Court of Just�ce (ICJ) acknowledged 
the r�sk of genoc�de. e Internat�onal 
Cr�m�nal Court (ICC) �ssued arrest 
warrants for Netanyahu and former 
Defense M�n�ster Yoav Gallant, and one 
of the charges �ncludes the war cr�me of 
starvat�on. �s �s the first t�me th�s war 
cr�me has been brought aga�nst anyone. 

At th�s po�nt, everyone knows what �s 
happen�ng. Everyone knows th�s �s a 
genoc�de, a fam�ne, a cr�me aga�nst 
human�ty, a war cr�me, and a grave 
v�olat�on of human r�ghts. How else can 
�t be descr�bed? It �s t�me to act. e 
t�me has come for pol�t�c�ans to stop 
us�ng n�ce words and to stop merely 
say�ng they stand w�th the Palest�n�an 
people.”

Fakhr� emphas�zed that human�tar�an 
a�d convoys must urgently be allowed 
�nto Gaza and stated, “To make th�s 
happen, e�ther the UN General 
Assembly must author�ze peacekeepers 
to accompany these convoys, or a call 
should be made by Palest�n�an c�v�l 
soc�ety for parl�amentar�ans, d�plomats, 
and pol�t�c�ans to jo�n human�tar�an a�d 
convoys and enter Gaza. �s �s what 
needs to happen — and �t needs to 
happen now.”

Accord�ng to the UN rapporteur, Israel �s �mpos�ng the most 
horr�fic phase of �ts starvat�on campa�gn on Gaza
UN Spec�al 
Rapporteur on the 
R�ght to Food, 
M�chael Fakhr�, 
stated that the most 
horr�fic phase of the 
starvat�on campa�gn 
�s currently tak�ng 
place �n Gaza under 
Israel� blockade, 
say�ng: “Everyone 
knows th�s �s a 
genoc�de, a fam�ne, a 
war cr�me.”

June 2025
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D�saster �n Gaza: WHO 
Ident�fies Hunger and Food 
Insecur�ty as reats

Balkhy, who �s �n Geneva, 
Sw�tzerland to attend the 78th 
meet�ng of the World Health 

Assembly (WHA), met w�th journal�sts 
from the Assoc�at�on of Press Off�cers 
Accred�ted to the Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) 
Off�ce �n Geneva (ACANU) and made 
statements on the s�tuat�ons �n Gaza 
and Sudan.

Emphas�z�ng that the s�tuat�on �n Gaza 
�s catastroph�c, Balkhy sa�d that s�nce 
October 2023, there have been more 
than 1,500 attacks on health fac�l�t�es �n 
Gaza and the occup�ed West Bank.
Balkhy also h�ghl�ghted the worsen�ng 
food �nsecur�ty �n Gaza, stat�ng, “One 
�n five Gazans faces hunger.”
She called for the �mplementat�on of 
�nternat�onal human�tar�an law, the 
l��ng of the blockade, a ceasefire, and 
last�ng peace for Gaza. “e WHA 
adopted two �mportant resolut�ons on 
Gaza. One of them �s a request for 
WHO to take act�on and report on the 
health s�tuat�on �n the occup�ed 
Palest�n�an terr�tor�es and the occup�ed 
Syr�an Golan He�ghts. e second �s a 
request to the WHO D�rector-General 
to not�fy Palest�ne under the 
Internat�onal Health Regulat�ons 
(2005), enabl�ng Palest�ne to express �ts 
w�ll�ngness to become a State Party to 
the charter.”

Balkhy underl�ned that the s�tuat�on �n 
Gaza �s cont�nuously deter�orat�ng, 
say�ng that teams work�ng on the 
ground have reached “rock bottom.”
“ere are at least 15,000 people �n 
Gaza who need to be evacuated for 
med�cal treatment,” she sa�d, add�ng 
that more than 7,500 people have been 
evacuated s�nce October 2023.
When asked about the recent entry of 
human�tar�an a�d �nto Gaza — “Last 
week, for the first t�me �n more than 11 
weeks, Israel� author�t�es allowed a 
‘l�m�ted’ number of human�tar�an a�d 
trucks �nto Gaza. Has th�s a�d started to 
reach Gazans? Has WHO been able to 
del�ver �ts a�d?” — Balkhy responded 
that approx�mately 400 trucks were 
cleared to pass through the Kerem Abu 
Sal�m (Kerem Shalom) border cross�ng, 
but only 115 actually entered Gaza.
She added that no a�d has reached the 
northern part of the blockaded Gaza 

Str�p, stat�ng, “e UN has managed to 
d�str�bute some wheat �our, baby food, 
nutr�t�onal supplements, and 
med�c�nes. Two baker�es �n the south 
and central Gaza are now operat�onal. 
However, no WHO trucks have entered 
Gaza (s�nce last week).”
Balkhy noted that the ent�re populat�on 
of 2.1 m�ll�on people �n Gaza �s fac�ng a 
severe and prolonged food shortage. 
“Nearly half a m�ll�on people are 
exper�enc�ng catastroph�c hunger, along 
w�th acute malnutr�t�on, d�sease, and 
death. �s has been descr�bed as one of 
the worst hunger cr�ses the world has 
ever w�tnessed. e amount of food and 
baby formula reach�ng the reg�on �s far 
from suff�c�ent to meet the 
overwhelm�ng need.”
She also stated that 51 WHO a�d trucks 
are wa�t�ng for entry �nto Gaza but have 
not been granted access.

“Sudan’s Hunger and Malnutr�t�on 
Affect 25 M�ll�on People”
Turn�ng to the s�tuat�on �n Sudan, 
where fight�ng cont�nues between the 
army and the Rap�d Support Forces 
(RSF), Balkhy sa�d s�multaneous 
outbreaks of pol�o, cholera, and measles 
have devastated a health system already 
damaged by ongo�ng attacks.
“Access to care �s van�sh�ng as v�olence 
�n Sudan d�splaces m�ll�ons and blocks 
l�fe-sav�ng a�d. Hunger and 
malnutr�t�on now affect 25 m�ll�on 
people,” she sa�d.

Balkhy h�ghl�ghted that only 9.7 
percent of the health component of 
Sudan’s Human�tar�an Response Plan 
has been funded, leav�ng a 67 percent 
fund�ng gap for WHO’s response �n the 
country.
She emphas�zed the urgent need for 
susta�ned support to help rebu�ld 
Sudan’s health system and stressed the 
�mportance of end�ng attacks on 
c�v�l�ans, �nfrastructure, and health 
serv�ces.

World Health Organ�zat�on (WHO) Eastern 
Med�terranean Reg�onal D�rector Hanan Balkhy 
announced that Gaza, under �ntense Israel� 
attacks and blockade, �s exper�enc�ng one of the 
worst hunger cr�ses the world has ever seen.

RNC Pres�dent Ers�n Tatar Trece�ved Mar�a Angela Holgu�n 
Cuellar, who was reappo�nted by 

Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) Secretary-General 
Anton�o Guterres as the Personal 
Representat�ve of Cyprus, at the 
Pres�dent�al Compound.
Dur�ng the one and a half hour meet�ng 
between Tatar and Cuellar, the �ssues 
between the part�es �n Cyprus were 
d�scussed.

Hold�ng a press conference aer the 
meet�ng, TRNC Pres�dent Ers�n Tatar 
cr�t�c�zed the arrest act�ons of the SCGA 
aga�nst those who bought property �n the 
TRNC and stated that they conveyed the�r 
d�scomfort �n th�s sense to Cuellar to 
convey to UN Secretary General Guterres.
Stat�ng that he had told Greek Cypr�ot 
Cypr�ot Leader N�kos Chr�stodoul�d�s that 
the arrests of those who bought property 
�n the TRNC �n prev�ous meet�ngs 
negat�vely affected the process, Tatar 
emphas�zed that �t �s not poss�ble to get a 
result from both the UN-superv�sed 3-
way meet�ng and other negot�at�on �ssues 
unt�l the arrest process of the Greeks for 
those who bought property �n the TRNC 
ends.
TRNC Pres�dent Tatar rem�nded that the 
Greek Cypr�ots had prev�ously carr�ed out 
attacks aga�nst the TRNC target�ng the 
tour�sm and educat�on sectors, and 
descr�bed the arrests carr�ed out aga�nst 
those who bought property �n the country 
as "terror�st act�v�t�es".

Tatar stated that the SCGA �s try�ng to 
squeeze the TRNC, wh�ch �s already 
under embargo and �solat�on, even more 
and sa�d the follow�ng:
"e terror�z�ng act�ons of the Greek 
Cypr�ot s�de cont�nue to �ncrease. e 
attacks are a m�scalculat�on a�med at 
br�ng�ng us to our knees. We have 
conveyed th�s s�tuat�on to the UN. ere 
�s great d�scomfort over property �ssues. 
e tr�lateral meet�ng w�ll not benefit 
anyone unless these �ssues are corrected."

UN off�c�al Cuellar opt�m�st�c
Aer the meet�ng, UN Secretary-General 
Guterres' Personal Representat�ve for 
Cyprus Mar�a Angela Holgu�n Cuellar 
also made statements to the press 
separately from Tatar.

Cuellar stated that he l�stened carefully to 
TRNC Pres�dent Tatar's concerns about 
property and noted that they d�scussed 
the Confidence Bu�ld�ng Measures 
(CPMs) agreed by the part�es �n Geneva 
�n March and that they should ach�eve 
results on these �ssues for the next 
meet�ng �n New York �n July.

Stat�ng that he had a good meet�ng w�th 
TRNC Pres�dent Tatar, Cuellar announced 
that he w�ll meet aga�n w�th SCGA Leader 
Chr�stodoul�d�s on May 30th.
Cuellar sa�d he would try to do h�s best on 
Cyprus, add�ng that he would bu�ld a 
br�dge between the part�es for concrete 
results. 

TRNC Pres�dent Tatar: 
Greek Cypr�ot s�de's 
terror�z�ng act�ons cont�nue 
to �ncrease
Ers�n Tatar, Pres�dent of the Turk�sh Republ�c 
of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), descr�bed the 
arrest act�ons carr�ed out by the Greek Cypr�ot 
Adm�n�strat�on of Southern Cyprus (GCASC) 
aga�nst those who bought property from h�s 
country as "terror�st act�v�t�es" and sa�d, "e 
terror�z�ng act�ons of the Greek Cypr�ot s�de 
cont�nue to �ncrease.”
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ccord�ng to a statement Areleased by the Parl�ament 
Press Center, Turgunbek Uulu 

held a delegat�on meet�ng w�th the 
Speaker of the Nat�onal Assembly of 
Armen�a Alen S�monyan �n Yerevan, the 
cap�tal of Armen�a, where he went for 
off�c�al v�s�ts.
"It �s necessary to further strengthen 
b�lateral relat�ons based on long-
stand�ng t�es and develop cooperat�on 
w�th�n the framework of �nternat�onal 
organ�zat�ons and �ntegrat�on 
assoc�at�ons," Turgunbek Uulu sa�d, 
emphas�z�ng Kyrgyzstan's �nterest �n 
develop�ng a comprehens�ve partnersh�p 
w�th Armen�a.

Turgunbek Uulu sa�d that �nter-
parl�amentary d�alogue �s an �mportant 
factor �n the development of �nter-state 
relat�ons: "e parl�aments of both 
countr�es are the most �mportant 
�nstruments of democracy and pol�t�cal 
stab�l�ty. We should contr�bute to the 
development of Kyrgyz-Armen�an 
cooperat�on through the exchange of 
leg�slat�ve exper�ence and act�ve 
�nteract�on."
Turgunbek Uulu also touched upon the 
development of trade and econom�c 
relat�ons, underl�n�ng the �mportance of 
log�st�cs l�nks, br�ng�ng Armen�an 
products to the markets of Central As�a 
and Ch�na, and develop�ng cultural and 
human�tar�an cooperat�on.
Turgunbek Uulu noted that the Kyrgyz 
s�de supports efforts to s�gn a peace 

treaty between Armen�a and Azerba�jan 
and sa�d: "We hope that the relevant 
document w�ll be s�gned �n the near 
future. Hav�ng exper�ence w�th the 1994 
B�shkek Protocol, Kyrgyzstan �s ready to 
prov�de a platform for negot�at�ons 
between the two countr�es."

Armen�a thanks Kyrgyzstan

S�monyan thanked Kyrgyzstan for �ts 
offer to prov�de a platform for 
negot�at�ons on the s�gn�ng of a peace 
treaty between Armen�a and Azerba�jan.
Stat�ng that Kyrgyzstan's exper�ence �n 
resolv�ng border �ssues w�th Taj�k�stan �s 
also a pos�t�ve example, S�monyan 
emphas�zed the �mportance of reus�ng 
the Kyrgyz exper�ence.
S�monyan expressed her confidence that 
the off�c�al v�s�t of the Speaker of the 
Kyrgyz Parl�ament w�ll g�ve a new 
�mpetus to the relat�ons between the two 
countr�es and sa�d, "It �s �mportant to 
strengthen �nter-parl�amentary d�alogue 
and develop state-to-state cooperat�on."
Referr�ng to human�tar�an and cultural 
relat�ons, S�monyan suggested 
organ�z�ng Kyrgyz Cultural Days �n 
Armen�a �n order to strengthen 
human�tar�an t�es between the two 
countr�es.
At the end of the meet�ng, the pres�dents 
of the parl�aments of the two countr�es 
s�gned a Memorandum on Inter-
Parl�amentary Cooperat�on a�med at 
strengthen�ng cooperat�on between the 
leg�slat�ve bod�es

Kyrgyz Parl�ament Speaker Nurlanbek 
Turgunbek Uulu sa�d that Kyrgyzstan �s ready 
to host negot�at�ons on a peace agreement 
between Azerba�jan and Armen�a.

"Turgunbek Uulu: Kyrgyzstan 
to Host Negot�at�ons on 
Azerba�jan-Armen�a Peace 
Agreement”

Uzbek Pres�dent 
M�rz�yoyev D�scusses 
Forward-Look�ng 
Partnersh�ps �n Sloven�a
e off�c�al v�s�t of Pres�dent Shavkat 
M�rz�yoyev of Uzbek�stan to Sloven�a has 
been descr�bed as the beg�nn�ng of a new 
era �n b�lateral relat�ons. Dur�ng the 
meet�ngs, both s�des agreed to strengthen 
cooperat�on across a w�de range of sectors 
�nclud�ng trade, culture, transportat�on, 
and technology.

eet�ng w�th Sloven�an MPres�dent Nataša P�rc 
Musar �n the cap�tal 

Ljubljana, Pres�dent M�rz�yoyev 
emphas�zed the h�stor�c s�gn�ficance 
of the first pres�dent�al-level talks 
held aer a 20-year h�atus. Accord�ng 
to a statement by the Uzbek 
pres�dency, the two leaders expressed 
the�r mutual sat�sfact�on �n what was 
descr�bed as a warm and construct�ve 
atmosphere.

€500 M�ll�on Trade Target
As part of efforts to deepen econom�c 
t�es, the two countr�es set a goal of 
�ncreas�ng b�lateral trade volume to 
€500 m�ll�on. It was agreed that 
Uzbek�stan would export text�les, 
fru�ts and vegetables, m�neral 
fert�l�zers, copper, and �ndustr�al 
goods, wh�le �mport�ng 
pharmaceut�cals, h�gh-tech products, 
and �ndustr�al equ�pment from 
Sloven�a.

Potent�al Role of the Port of Koper
e talks also addressed the potent�al 
for Uzbek�stan to use Sloven�a’s Port 
of Koper as a key log�st�cs hub for 

access to the European Un�on 
market. Investment projects by 
Sloven�an compan�es �n Uzbek�stan 
were d�scussed, and a mutual 
understand�ng was reached on 
promot�ng rec�procal �nvestments.
e two leaders also agreed to 
enhance cultural exchanges, 
�nclud�ng the organ�zat�on of 
rec�procal cultural and film days. e 
upcom�ng meet�ng of the 
Intergovernmental Jo�nt Econom�c 
Comm�ss�on (JEC) to be held �n 
Sloven�a �n July �s expected to play a 
key role �n advanc�ng �nst�tut�onal 
cooperat�on.

As part of the v�s�t, Pres�dent 
M�rz�yoyev also held talks w�th 
Sloven�an Pr�me M�n�ster Robert 
Golob. Follow�ng the meet�ng, a 
ser�es of agreements were s�gned, 
cover�ng cooperat�on �n sc�ence, 
educat�on, culture, urban 
development, transportat�on, and 
log�st�cs. Both leaders expressed the�r 
comm�tment to transform�ng these 
�nteract�ons �nto a susta�nable and 
mult�d�mens�onal partnersh�p.

June 2025
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Tokayev: Cooperat�on Among Turk�c States Ga�ns Even
More Importance Am�d D�ff�cult Geopol�t�cal Cond�t�ons
Pres�dent of 
Kazakhstan Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev stated 
that the mutual trade 
volume between 
Kazakhstan and the 
member states of the 
Organ�zat�on of 
Turk�c States (OTS) 
has reached 11.4 
b�ll�on USD, say�ng: 
“�s �s a good figure, 
but we need to grow �t 
further. In th�s regard, 
I propose prepar�ng a 
spec�al agreement to 
enhance mutual 
trade.”

Pres�dent Tokayev spoke at the 
Informal Summ�t of the 
Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States 

held �n Budapest, the cap�tal of 
Hungary.
ank�ng Hungar�an Pr�me M�n�ster 
V�ktor Orbán for successfully 
organ�z�ng the OTS summ�t �n the 
anc�ent c�ty of Budapest, Tokayev sa�d, 
“e fact that today’s summ�t �s be�ng 
held �n the heart of Europe carr�es 
spec�al �mportance. Today, you are 
host�ng us as Turk�c brothers who share 
the same roots. I truly see th�s as a clear 
aff�rmat�on of our unshakable 
fr�endsh�p.”

Pres�dent Tokayev emphas�zed that th�s 
summ�t, held under the theme “e 
Meet�ng Po�nt of East and West,” 
addresses the �nterests and strateg�c 
goals of the Turk�c states that cover vast 
terr�tor�es, and sa�d: “In the current 
d�ff�cult geopol�t�cal s�tuat�on, the 
s�gn�ficance of cooperat�on w�th�n the 
framework of the organ�zat�on has 
further �ncreased.”

In th�s context, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev 
h�ghl�ghted Kazakhstan’s efforts to 
strengthen the role of the OTS w�th the 
follow�ng remarks:
“Kazakhstan has appo�nted �ts 
permanent representat�ve to the 
Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States. We plan 
to open the permanent m�ss�on soon. At 
Kazakhstan’s �n�t�at�ve, the Adv�sory 
Platform of the Central Elect�on 
Comm�ss�ons of the Organ�zat�on of 
Turk�c States has been establ�shed. On 
June 11–12, we w�ll host the 14th 
General Assembly of the Parl�amentary 
Assembly of Turk�c States (TURKPA) �n 
Astana. W�th a jo�nt dec�s�on, the c�ty of 
Almaty w�ll be declared the ‘Youth 

Cap�tal of the Organ�zat�on of Turk�c 
States.’ In th�s way, we w�ll strengthen 
Turk�c un�ty.”

Tokayev also stressed the �mportance of 
str�ctly adher�ng to the agreements and 
regulat�ons adopted w�th�n the 
framework of the organ�zat�on.
Pres�dent Tokayev further emphas�zed 
that transform�ng the M�ddle Corr�dor 
�nto a ma�n br�dge between East and 
West �s a strateg�c task.

Kassym-Jomart Tokayev po�nted out the 
need to ut�l�ze the potent�al of the 
organ�zat�on to d�vers�fy supply cha�ns, 
part�cularly for the 
transportat�on of o�l and 
gas, uran�um, and other 
products.
In add�t�on, Tokayev 
h�ghl�ghted the great 
potent�al for cooperat�on 
�n the fields of 
d�g�tal�zat�on and 
�nformat�on 
technolog�es, stat�ng that 
mutual trade between 

OTS countr�es needs to be expanded.
Pres�dent Tokayev noted that last year 
Kazakhstan’s mutual trade volume w�th 
OTS countr�es reached 11.4 b�ll�on 
USD, wh�ch accounted for 8% of the 
country’s total fore�gn trade, and 
re�terated: “�s �s a good figure, but we 
need to grow �t further. In th�s regard, I 
propose prepar�ng a spec�al agreement 
to enhance mutual trade.”
Draw�ng attent�on to the �ncrease �n 
natural d�sasters, Tokayev expressed 
concern about the reced�ng water levels 
of the Casp�an Sea and �nv�ted the 
Turk�c states to develop jo�nt research 
and projects �n th�s context.
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 “Gaza Tr�bunal Invest�gates Genoc�de 
Allegat�ons �n Gaza”
e first publ�c hear�ng of the Gaza Tr�bunal, establ�shed to 
�nvest�gate the legal, pol�t�cal, and eth�cal d�mens�ons of the 
events unfold�ng �n Gaza under Israel� attacks, has commenced 
�n Sarajevo, the cap�tal of Bosn�a and Herzegov�na.

cadem�cs, �ntellectuals, human Ar�ghts defenders, as well as 
representat�ves from the med�a 

and c�v�l soc�ety organ�zat�ons have 
convened �n Sarajevo to �nvest�gate the war 
cr�mes Israel cont�nues to comm�t �n Gaza.
Under the leadersh�p of former Un�ted 
Nat�ons (UN) Spec�al Rapporteur on 
Palest�ne R�chard Falk, the Gaza Tr�bunal 
�n�t�at�ve was establ�shed w�th 
human�tar�an and moral object�ves. e 
sess�ons, wh�ch began at the Internat�onal 
Un�vers�ty of Sarajevo (IUS), address �ssues 
such as settler-colon�al genoc�de, patterns 
of genoc�de, aparthe�d, forced populat�on 
transfer, the protect�on of c�v�l�ans, the 
shortcom�ngs of the UN system, and the 
cr�m�nal�zat�on of protests.
Falk, jo�n�ng the meet�ng onl�ne, stated that 
genoc�des �n the past became known 
thanks to the test�mon�es of the v�ct�ms.

Emphas�z�ng that Israel has made almost 
no effort to conceal �ts genoc�dal �ntent or 
camou�age �ts methods, Falk sa�d: “Israel 
has openly declared �ts a�m to k�ll 
Palest�n�ans, e�ther through bomb�ngs or 
by depr�v�ng them of food and med�c�ne. 
Israel� leaders have even resorted to stor�es 
of genoc�de from the Torah to leg�t�m�ze 
the ann�h�lat�on of the Palest�n�an people 
�n Gaza. Some lead�ng Israel� off�c�als and 
publ�c figures have l�kened the m�ndset of 
k�ll�ng Palest�n�ans to crush�ng 
cockroaches. Some have even advocated 
dropp�ng a nuclear bomb on the densely 
populated Gaza Str�p. e Israel� hostages 
held by Hamas have not deterred Israel’s 
v�olence, nor have they �n�uenced the 
government to agree to a permanent 
ceasefire.”

What �s the core �dea of the Gaza 
Tr�bunal?
Ahmet Köroğlu, Project Coord�nator of the 
Gaza Tr�bunal, told reporters that they 
have been w�tness�ng genoc�de and war 
cr�mes �n Gaza for months.
Express�ng the�r expectat�on that 
�nternat�onal legal �nst�tut�ons and 
governments would address the �ssue �n 
Gaza, Köroğlu sa�d: “e �dea that 
�ntellectuals m�ght also bear respons�b�l�ty 
�n resolv�ng th�s �ssue forms the core 
ph�losophy and method of the Gaza 
Tr�bunal. We first held prel�m�nary 
meet�ngs �n London and Istanbul. Today, 
we are hold�ng our first publ�c hear�ng here 
�n Sarajevo. As you can see, many 
academ�cs, �ntellectuals, journal�sts, and 
w�tnesses are present. e program 
�ncludes numerous w�tness test�mon�es. A 
jury w�ll also be formed. Our final sess�on 
w�ll be held �n Istanbul �n October, where 
the jury w�ll also be present. We bel�eve 
that the fact that genoc�de can st�ll occur �n 
the 21st century must be understood 
through our mental framework, eth�cal 

perspect�ves, and ph�losoph�cal 
d�mens�ons.”
Köroğlu noted that ph�losophers, eth�cs 
experts, and �ntellectuals are work�ng at the 
tr�bunal, add�ng,
“Test�mon�es and v�ct�m statements are 
be�ng collected to prepare documents to be 
subm�tted to the tr�bunal. ese 
documents w�ll be evaluated at both the 
Sarajevo and Istanbul sess�ons, and a final 
dec�s�on text w�ll be prepared.”
Stat�ng that they a�m to prepare a 
comprehens�ve report w�th �ntellectual 
contr�but�ons focused on eth�cs, 
ph�losophy, and other areas, Köroğlu sa�d,
“�s document w�ll not only be d�rected 
to courts but also to pol�cymakers and 
�ntellectuals.”

“We are here to cry out that th�s genoc�de 
must be stopped”
Prof. Dr. Penny Green, a member of the 
tr�bunal and expert �n Law and 
Global�zat�on at Queen Mary Un�vers�ty of 
London, stated that the tr�bunal �n�t�at�ve �s 
conduct�ng �ts first publ�c hear�ng on what 
�s happen�ng �n Gaza.
Green noted that there �s currently an 
�nternat�onal case filed by South Afr�ca 
aga�nst Israel, cont�nu�ng:
“Under �nternat�onal law, quest�ons about 
genoc�de are be�ng addressed. But we are 
here today as part of c�v�l soc�ety and as 
people of consc�ence, to d�scuss the deta�ls 
of the horror tak�ng place �n Gaza, and to 
present expert test�mon�es and w�tness 
accounts that show the extent of the 
suffer�ng �n��cted on the Palest�n�an 
people. We a�m to reveal the effort to 
destroy the l�ves, l�vel�hoods, culture, and 
�nfrastructure of Palest�n�ans �n Gaza.”
H�ghl�ght�ng the gather�ng of �ntellectuals, 
journal�sts, experts, and w�tnesses from 
Gaza and var�ous parts of the world, Green 
stated that the tr�bunal �n�t�at�ve �s 
proceed�ng �n parallel w�th legal processes.
Green concluded by say�ng that they are 
d�scuss�ng the extent of destruct�on 
endured by the people of Gaza over the 
past 19 months.
“We have sess�ons on settler colon�al�sm, 
genoc�de, aparthe�d. All of these are state 
cr�mes comm�tted by Israel and �ts 
accompl�ce ne�ghbors—part�cularly the 
Un�ted States, wh�ch finances th�s genoc�de, 
as well as the Un�ted K�ngdom and other 
European countr�es that support �t. We are 
here to ra�se our vo�ces and declare that 
th�s genoc�de must be stopped. e vast 
major�ty of people around the world are 
aga�nst th�s genoc�de, and they oppose the 
cr�mes comm�tted by Israel and the Un�ted 
States aga�nst the Palest�n�an people.”
Green added that they a�med to create even 
a small �mpact regard�ng the events �n 
Gaza and that they represent the people 
around the world who oppose genoc�de.

“Internat�onal law �s l�ke a closed world 
�n �tself”
Jeff Halper, who l�ves �n Jerusalem and 
cha�rs the Israel� Comm�ttee Aga�nst House 
Demol�t�ons, stated that they are currently 
�n the m�dst of a genoc�de and emphas�zed 
the need to focus on what �s happen�ng �n 
Gaza.
“e genoc�de �n Gaza represents the final 
stage of the Z�on�st project to se�ze control 
of Palest�ne,” Halper sa�d, and cont�nued:
“�s process appears to be the final push, 
the last effort to completely remove 
Palest�n�ans from Palest�ne and turn an 
Arab country �nto a Jew�sh state. at’s why 
the Gaza Tr�bunal �s not only �mportant for 
shedd�ng l�ght on what �s happen�ng, but 
also for plac�ng these events �n a pol�t�cal 
context. Internat�onal law �s l�ke a closed 
world �n �tself. Our a�m w�th th�s meet�ng 
�s to expand th�s field and add a pol�t�cal 
d�scuss�on alongs�de the legal debate.”

F�nal verd�ct to be del�vered �n Istanbul
e Gaza Tr�bunal �n�t�at�ve was founded 
�n November 2024 at a meet�ng �n London 
attended by academ�cs, �ntellectuals, 
human r�ghts advocates, and 
representat�ves of c�v�l soc�ety 
organ�zat�ons. e reason for �ts creat�on 
was the "complete fa�lure of the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty to apply 
�nternat�onal law �n Gaza."
At the final hear�ng to be held �n Istanbul 
�n October, a panel composed of experts �n 
law, culture, pol�t�cs, and c�v�l soc�ety w�ll 
l�sten to the test�mon�es of v�ct�ms and 
w�tnesses and present a dra of the final 
verd�ct. Add�t�onally, based on the latest 
developments �n the Gaza Tr�bunal 
process, the panel w�ll announce spec�fic 
recommendat�ons and spec�al mandates.

How was the Gaza Tr�bunal formed to 
exam�ne the events �n Gaza?
e Gaza Tr�bunal was pr�mar�ly formed to 
�nvest�gate and evaluate allegat�ons of 
ser�ous human r�ghts v�olat�ons and 
�nternat�onal cr�mes—�nclud�ng 
genoc�de—comm�tted by Israel follow�ng 
October 7.
Compr�s�ng relevant human r�ghts 
defenders, �nternat�onal law experts, and 
�nd�v�duals focused on human r�ghts 
v�olat�ons �n Gaza, the tr�bunal �s organ�zed 
as an �n�t�at�ve by �nternat�onal and 
reg�onal c�v�l soc�ety organ�zat�ons.
Establ�shed as an �ndependent �n�t�at�ve, 
the tr�bunal a�ms to draw global attent�on 
to the grave human r�ghts v�olat�ons 
aga�nst the Palest�n�an people.
e hear�ngs, wh�ch focus on the 
d�mens�ons of the human�tar�an cr�s�s �n 
Gaza, a�m to address the lack of 
accountab�l�ty regard�ng Israel’s ongo�ng 
war cr�mes and w�ll hear test�mon�es from 
�nd�v�duals and c�v�l soc�ety organ�zat�ons 
affected by these cr�mes. Israel w�ll be tr�ed 

�n absent�a by the tr�bunal members for 
comm�tt�ng genoc�de and war cr�mes �n 
Gaza.
e tr�bunal a�ms to conduct �ts 
proceed�ngs w�th complete transparency, to 
work �ndependently of global power 
centers, w�thout restr�ct�ons, and to 
complete �ts mandate w�th�n an access�ble 
t�meframe.
e Gaza Tr�bunal seeks to offer an 
alternat�ve forum for address�ng human 
r�ghts v�olat�ons that �nternat�onal legal 
bod�es such as the Internat�onal Cr�m�nal 
Court (ICC) and the Internat�onal Court of 
Just�ce (ICJ) have been unable to process 
due to pol�t�cal �n�uences or lengthy 
procedures. Wh�le not an alternat�ve to the 
ICC or ICJ, the tr�bunal a�ms to support 
these �nst�tut�ons by produc�ng legally 
sound outcomes and ra�s�ng global 
awareness.

e Sarajevo Declarat�on w�ll be 
presented to the publ�c
As part of the program, panels t�tled 
“Pol�t�cal Real�sm and Contemporary 
Geopol�t�cs” and “e Pol�t�cal Economy of 
Genoc�de” w�ll be held, along w�th a spec�al 
sess�on t�tled “From Srebren�ca to Gaza.”
On the final day of the Gaza Tr�bunal, a 
Sarajevo Declarat�on w�ll be presented to 
the publ�c, prepared w�th the contr�but�ons 
of all part�c�pants.
e tr�bunal �s organ�zed w�th the support 
of the Islam�c Cooperat�on Youth Forum 
(ICYF), wh�ch �ncludes youth 
organ�zat�ons from 50 member countr�es 
and representat�ves from 16 �nternat�onal 
youth organ�zat�ons of Musl�m m�nor�t�es, 
br�ng�ng the total number of support�ng 
youth organ�zat�ons to 66.
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Put�n: Serv�ces 
L�ke M�croso and 
Zoom Should Be 
"Suffocated”

ut�n met w�th representat�ves of compan�es from Pvar�ous sectors �n the cap�tal, Moscow, and 
shared h�s evaluat�ons regard�ng the economy.

Po�nt�ng out that the Russ�an economy has r�sen to 
fourth place �n the world �n terms of purchas�ng power 
par�ty, Put�n sa�d, “e Russ�an economy �s grow�ng at 
an �mpress�ve pace — 4.1% �n 2023 and 4.3% last year — 
under d�ff�cult cond�t�ons. �s �s a good �nd�cator.”

He stated that th�s growth �s not l�m�ted to a few sectors 
but �s spread across var�ous fields such as �ndustry, 
agr�culture, d�g�tal technolog�es, serv�ces, and finance.
Put�n expla�ned that the Russ�an bus�ness world has 
faced challenges �n recent years �n areas l�ke 
�nternat�onal payments, log�st�cs, and supply cha�ns.

“Wh�le many Western compan�es w�thdrew from the 
Russ�an market due to pol�t�cal pressure, some also le 
the�r Russ�an partners �n d�ff�cult s�tuat�ons,” he sa�d.
Put�n also po�nted out that wh�le Amer�can compan�es 
cont�nue to supply med�cal equ�pment and serv�ces to 
Russ�a, European compan�es do not.
Emphas�z�ng that all “loopholes” enabl�ng the use of 
�mported products �nstead of domest�c product�on 
should be closed, Put�n sa�d, “Otherw�se, we w�ll be le 
w�th no domest�c products.”

Poss�ble Return of McDonald’s to Russ�a

Respond�ng to a bus�nessperson’s comment dur�ng the 
meet�ng that serv�ces l�ke M�croso and Zoom cont�nue 
to make profits �n Russ�a, Put�n sa�d, “ey need to be 
suffocated. I completely agree. I say �t w�thout hes�tat�on 
because they are try�ng to suffocate us, and we must 
respond.”

Put�n stressed that Russ�an users should also r�d 
themselves of Western serv�ces that �nvolve “bad hab�ts.”
Speak�ng about McDonald’s, wh�ch le the Russ�an 
market aer the war �n Ukra�ne began, Put�n sa�d, “ey 
put everyone �n a d�ff�cult pos�t�on, le, and now �f they 
want to come back, we w�ll not pave the way for them.”

Turk�sh Language Fest�val �n Bosn�a 
and Herzegov�na

The fest�val, held at Zen�ca 
Arena �n the c�ty of Zen�ca, 
was attended by Deputy 

M�n�ster of Nat�onal Educat�on Ömer 
Faruk Yelkenc�, Turkey's Ambassador 
to Sarajevo Em�n Aksek�, Pr�me 
M�n�ster of Zen�ca-Doboj Canton 
Nez�r P�v�ć, YEE Pres�dent 
Abdurrahman Al�y, Istanbul 
Prov�nc�al D�rector of Nat�onal 
Educat�on Murat Mücah�t Yentür, 
Bursa Prov�nc�al D�rector of Nat�onal 
Educat�on Ahmet Al�re�soğlu, 
representat�ves of Turk�sh �nst�tut�ons 
�n Bosn�a and Herzegov�na, as well as 
guests, students, and the�r teachers 
from both Turkey and Bosn�a and 
Herzegov�na.

In h�s speech dur�ng the program, 
Deputy M�n�ster Yelkenc� stated that 
thousands of students �n Bosn�a and 
Herzegov�na are learn�ng Turk�sh 
through the My Cho�ce �s Turk�sh 
project.
He �nv�ted the ch�ldren �n the hall to 
v�s�t Turkey and noted that, w�th�n the 
framework of the s�ster school project, 
Bosn�an students have been meet�ng 
w�th Turk�sh students.

Ambassador Aksek� also emphas�zed 
that the sp�r�t of brotherhood between 
Turkey and Bosn�a and Herzegov�na 
was strongly felt �n the hall and that a 
warm atmosphere had formed.
Stress�ng that Bosn�a and Herzegov�na 
holds a spec�al place �n the hearts of 
the Turk�sh people, Aksek� sa�d, “We 
love you as our own ch�ldren. One of 
the ways to ma�nta�n the un�que 
bonds of brotherhood between our 
countr�es and peoples �s by learn�ng 
each other’s languages. I myself w�ll 
soon beg�n learn�ng your language, 
and I hope to address you �n your 
own language here next year.”
Pr�me M�n�ster of Zen�ca-Doboj 

Canton P�v�ć stated that the t�es 
between Bosn�a and Herzegov�na and 
Turkey have ex�sted for centur�es and 
are becom�ng even stronger.
He noted that Turkey has supported 
many projects �n Zen�ca and sa�d, 
“We are host�ng you, the students 
who are learn�ng Turk�sh, from all 
over Bosn�a and Herzegov�na. I am 
espec�ally pleased that Zen�ca has 
been host�ng th�s event for many 
years, as �t re�ects our �dent�ty and 
hosp�tal�ty. You are always welcome 
here.”

YEE Pres�dent Al�y emphas�zed that 
ch�ldren learn�ng Turk�sh are goodw�ll 
ambassadors connect�ng Turkey and 
Bosn�a and Herzegov�na.
H�ghl�ght�ng the un�fy�ng power of 
the Turk�sh language, Al�y sa�d, “Our 
ch�ldren are not only learn�ng Turk�sh 
but also ga�n�ng the opportun�ty to 
explore Turkey and our h�stor�cal t�es 
more deeply. So far, under the My 
Cho�ce �s Turk�sh project, we have 
str�ved to teach Turk�sh to nearly 
20,000 ch�ldren.”

Dur�ng the program, students who 
excelled �n the�r Turk�sh classes 
performed songs �n Turk�sh.

Concert by Famous Bosn�an S�nger 
Amel Ćur�ć
Awards were presented to students 
who placed �n var�ous compet�t�ons 
organ�zed by YEE throughout the 
year as part of the My Cho�ce �s 
Turk�sh project.

e event, wh�ch gave the ch�ldren a 
joyful day, also featured folk dance 
performances and v�sual shows.
In prev�ous years, the fest�val hosted 
famous Balkan art�sts and groups 
such as D�no Merl�n, Har� Mata Har�, 
M�rza Sel�mov�ć, and Džejla Ramov�ć. 
�s year, one of Bosn�a and 
Herzegov�na’s most popular s�ngers, 
Amel Ćur�ć, performed a concert.
Lat�f Močev�ć, known �n Bosn�a and 
Herzegov�na for h�s ch�ldren's songs, 
also performed Memleket�m 
accompan�ed by a v�deo featur�ng 
scenes from Turkey.

e ch�ldren waved Turk�sh and 
Bosn�an �ags, creat�ng v�brant and 
colorful scenes.
e fest�val rece�ved support not only 
from Turk�sh �nst�tut�ons and 
compan�es but also from many 
organ�zat�ons �n Bosn�a and 
Herzegov�na.

Nearly 6,000 ch�ldren who are learn�ng Turk�sh as an elect�ve 
course �n the�r schools gathered for the 12th Ch�ldren's Fest�val, 
organ�zed by the Yunus Emre Inst�tute (YEE) �n the c�ty of 
Zen�ca, Bosn�a and Herzegov�na, as part of the "My Cho�ce �s 
Turk�sh" project.

Russ�an Pres�dent Vlad�m�r 
Put�n sa�d that serv�ces such 
as M�croso and Zoom should 
be “suffocated.”
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Every human be�ng faces th�s 
quest�on at least once �n h�s or 
her l�fe: "Just�ce or 

consc�ence?" Because these two 
concepts represent one of the most 
fundamental con��cts of l�fe. On the 
one hand, a just�ce system that �s the 
cornerstone of soc�al order and 
operates accord�ng to the rules of law; 
on the other hand, a consc�ence that �s 
shaped by �nd�v�dual judgment, 
�ntu�t�on and emot�on... However, �n a 
country l�ke Turkey, wh�ch has a deep-
rooted legal trad�t�on and marches �nto 
the future w�th a strong jud�c�al 
�nst�tut�on, th�s dual�ty has turned �nto 
a relat�onsh�p of complementar�ty 
rather than con��ct.

Just�ce �s the strongest p�llar of the 
state. e pr�nc�ple of the "rule of law", 
wh�ch underp�ns the Republ�c of 
Turkey, guarantees the �ndependence 
and �mpart�al�ty of the jud�c�ary. 
Courts rule not only accord�ng to the 
law, but also accord�ng to un�versal 
pr�nc�ples of law. Every c�t�zen has 
equal r�ghts and the just�ce system �s at 
the same d�stance from everyone. �s 
ensures the fa�r and orderly 
funct�on�ng of the ent�re system, from 
the Const�tut�on to the smallest 
adm�n�strat�ve dec�s�on.

At th�s po�nt, �t �s true that Turkey's 
jud�c�al system faces cr�t�c�sm from 
t�me to t�me. However, cr�t�c�sms are 
not the result of a system's 
shortcom�ngs, but of �ts efforts to 
�mprove. Indeed, the Turk�sh jud�c�ary 
has a structure that �ncludes �ts own 
�nternal aud�t mechan�sms, learns from 
m�stakes and �s open to �mprovement. 
In th�s respect, we are talk�ng about a 
dynam�c and v�brant system. An 
understand�ng of just�ce that does not 
con��ct w�th consc�ence, but str�ves to 
overlap w�th �t, �s ga�n�ng strength.

e mechan�sm of just�ce �s not just 
about rules; the stance of judges, 
prosecutors and lawyers who �nterpret 
those rules �s just as �mportant. In 
Turkey, members of the jud�c�ary, who 
take off�ce aer undergo�ng long and 
d�ff�cult tra�n�ng, make dec�s�ons by 
tak�ng �nto account not only 
leg�slat�on, but also equ�ty, human 
psychology, soc�al balance and publ�c 
consc�ence. �s �s the product of an 
approach that does not exclude 
consc�ence, but rather recogn�zes �t as 
an element of balance.

A court dec�s�on not only del�vers the 

r�ght verd�ct, but also 
re�nforces a sense of peace 
and trust �n soc�ety. In 
Turkey, legal reforms �n 
recent years have 
fac�l�tated access to the 
jud�c�ary and expanded c�t�zens' 
freedom to seek the�r r�ghts. Modern 
pract�ces such as the med�at�on system, 
courts of appeal and e-tr�al have 
�ncreased both the access�b�l�ty and 
eff�c�ency of the jud�c�ary. ese steps 
have ensured that just�ce ex�sts not 
only on paper but also �n pract�ce.

So where does consc�ence stand? 

Consc�ence �s the �nner vo�ce of the 
�nd�v�dual. It �s somet�mes shaped by 
soc�al values and somet�mes by 
personal exper�ences. However, 
consc�ence �s a phenomenon that can 
go beyond the rules. erefore, �t may 
not always co�nc�de w�th the law. What 
�s �mportant here �s whether the legal 
system observes the balance of 
consc�ence. Jud�c�al bod�es �n Turkey 
cons�der not only the leg�slat�on but 
also the human s�de of the case when 
mak�ng dec�s�ons. Many factors such 
as "d�scret�onary reduct�on" prov�s�ons 
�n cr�m�nal law, aggravat�ng and 
m�t�gat�ng c�rcumstances, the pos�t�on 
of the v�ct�m, and the remorse of the 
perpetrator const�tute the po�nts where 
consc�ent�ous evaluat�ons meet the law.

e jud�c�al system �n Turkey has a 
structure �n wh�ch a person �s 
evaluated not only on the bas�s of the�r 
cr�me, but also on factors such as the�r 
l�fe c�rcumstances, the traumas they 
have exper�enced, and the�r soc�al 
background. �s g�ves the legal system 
a human d�mens�on. e rehab�l�tat�ve 
approach that l�es at the heart of 
modern cr�m�nal law �s also strongly 
felt �n Turkey. Educat�on and soc�al 
support act�v�t�es carr�ed out �n pr�sons 
a�m to re�ntegrate �nd�v�duals who 
have been dragged �nto cr�me �nto 
soc�ety. �s shows that just�ce has not 
only a pun�t�ve but also a rehab�l�tat�ve 
aspect.

Publ�c trust �n the jud�c�ary �s v�tal for 
the stab�l�ty of a country. In Turkey, 
c�t�zens follow court dec�s�ons not only 
for a fa�r outcome but also for peace of 

m�nd. �s �s a s�gn of trust �n the 
jud�c�ary. Even �n cases that rece�ve 
w�despread med�a coverage, dec�s�ons 
are not only based on techn�cal deta�ls, 
but also on soc�al balance and 
consc�ence. �s proves that the 
relat�onsh�p between law and 
consc�ence �s one of harmony, not 
con��ct.

Today, as �n the past, the greatest 
expectat�on for Turkey's jud�c�al 
system �s the establ�shment of just�ce 
and the eas�ng of the soc�al consc�ence. 
ese two goals are not separate but 
complementary. Turkey has taken and 
cont�nues to take �mportant steps to 
ach�eve th�s balance. Steps such as new 
jud�c�al reform packages, �ncreased 
spec�al�zat�on �n courts, development 
of alternat�ve d�spute resolut�on 
methods and accelerat�on of 
d�g�tal�zat�on are elements that further 
strengthen the jud�c�al system.

Publ�c op�n�on may react d�fferently to 
certa�n events. However, �t �s �mportant 
to ensure that �nd�v�dual feel�ngs are 
not attr�buted to the system as a whole. 
e Turk�sh jud�c�ary recogn�zes the 
r�ght to a fa�r tr�al for every c�t�zen. 
Work�ng w�th the awareness that 
just�ce delayed �s not just�ce, the 
jud�c�ary a�ms to ach�eve results �n the 
shortest poss�ble t�me. In add�t�on, 
supreme aud�t mechan�sms such as the 
Const�tut�onal Court and the ECtHR 
are �mportant �nst�tut�ons that br�ng 
nat�onal and �nternat�onal confidence 
to the jud�c�al system �n Turkey.
 As �nd�v�duals, we may one day 
become a party to a case, a w�tness to 
an event or a relat�ve of a v�ct�m. When 
that moment comes, we want to feel 
the power of just�ce and �ts connect�on 
w�th consc�ence. In Turkey, th�s 
connect�on �s gett�ng stronger every 
day. Because the jud�c�ary �s not only a 
body that makes dec�s�ons, but also a 
mechan�sm that understands the heart 
of soc�ety.

e quest�on "just�ce or consc�ence?" 
actually �mpl�es a cho�ce between two 

truths. However, thanks to the strong 
legal structure �n Turkey, these two 
concepts have become parts of a whole 
rather than a cho�ce. W�th the 
awareness that a legal system w�thout 
consc�ence would be r�g�d and cold, 
wh�le a consc�ence w�thout just�ce 
would lead to chaot�c and dangerous 
consequences, Turkey carr�es these two 
values together.

It �s �mportant that a court dec�s�on 
not only compl�es w�th the law but also 
finds a place �n the hearts of soc�ety. 
For th�s reason, law facult�es teach not 
only leg�slat�on but also eth�cs, 
moral�ty and the ph�losophy of just�ce. 
Young lawyers are not only tra�ned as 
good lawyers, but also as consc�ent�ous 
�nd�v�duals. �s �s an �nd�cat�on that 
Turkey w�ll have a fa�rer, stronger and 
more humane legal system �n the 
future.

In conclus�on, the jud�c�al system �n 
Turkey �s not �n con��ct w�th 
consc�ence, but embraces �t. e scales 
of just�ce are strong and we�gh not only 
the law but also the human be�ng. e 
profess�onal honor, �ndependence and 
respons�b�l�ty of the members of the 
jud�c�ary ensure that each and every 
judgment finds a response �n soc�ety. 
Wh�le �t �s unreal�st�c to cla�m that th�s 
system �s �awless, �t �s also �mposs�ble 
to deny that �t �s well-�ntent�oned, open 
to reform and values human be�ngs.

at �s why, one day, �f you too come 
to the po�nt of mak�ng a dec�s�on, you 
w�ll see that the thousands of years old 
seed of just�ce sown �n th�s land has 
sprouted. Because not only just�ce but 
also consc�ence re�gns here.

JUSTICE OR 
CONSCIENCE?
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Th�rty-s�x years have passed 
s�nce 350,000 Turks were 
forced to m�grate to Turkey 

from Bulgar�a due to var�ous 
pressures.
Seb�le Vatansever Ünalan, a 65-year-
old mother of three who m�grated 
w�th her fam�ly from Shumen to 
Turkey on August 16, 1989, shared 
her exper�ences from that per�od.
Stat�ng that they endured d�ff�cult 
t�mes but could not res�st, Ünalan 
sa�d they were happy to have come 
to Turkey thanks to then-Pr�me 
M�n�ster Turgut Özal.
Emphas�z�ng that they were th�nk�ng 
about the�r ch�ldren’s future, she 
sa�d:
“C�rcumc�s�on was banned. Every 15 
days, ch�ldren were checked. If you 
c�rcumc�sed your ch�ld, the parents 
were sent to the Belene camp. No 
one who went there ever returned 
al�ve or dead; they were k�lled. ey 
may have taken our names, but they 
couldn't take our blood. We know 
who we are, but we feared that our 
ch�ldren m�ght be ass�m�lated. at 
blood st�ll runs �n us, but we had 
deep sorrow. ank God we saved 
ourselves and came here. We 
endured very hard days unt�l we 
arr�ved.”
She expla�ned that she lost her job as 
an agr�cultural techn�c�an because 
she jo�ned protests to defend the�r 
r�ghts, was g�ven the name “S�lv�ya,” 
and that even the names of the 
deceased were changed:
“We d�dn’t go just once or tw�ce for 
the name change. ey had already 
done �t themselves — they’d br�ng 
the documents ready and ask for a 
s�gnature. ey changed everyone’s 
names themselves. It was espec�ally 
hard for the elderly. I worked under 
a Bulgar�an name. Hear�ng that 
name broke your sp�r�t. As soon as 
we arr�ved �n Turkey, we recla�med 
our Turk�sh names. See�ng the 
Bulgar�an name on an ID made your 
heart bleed, but you couldn’t say 
anyth�ng — �f you spoke, sold�ers 
would take you away. I had young 
ch�ldren — what could I do?”

“e moment I arr�ved �n Turkey, 
the world was m�ne”
Ünalan sa�d that aer a wh�le, the 
border gates were opened:
“We couldn’t br�ng anyth�ng when 
we came — just one su�tcase. I had a 
6-year-old and 1.5-year-old tw�ns. 
We packed a few clothes and some 
baby food, and that’s how we came. 
e moment I arr�ved �n Turkey, the 
world was m�ne. I d�dn’t care about 
wealth or property. I sa�d, ‘My 
ch�ldren first.’ When I saw the s�gn 

‘Welcome to Turkey,’ I broke down 
�n tears of joy.
On the bus, a Bulgar�an off�cer sa�d, 
‘You res�sted too much. You’ll see — 
you won’t find �n Turkey what you 
had �n Bulgar�a.’ But we found much 
better here.”
She shared that they were welcomed 
�n Ed�rne by Pr�me M�n�ster Turgut 
Özal and h�s w�fe Semra Özal, and 
later jo�ned relat�ves �n Sakarya.
Po�nt�ng out that the�r freedoms 
were restr�cted �n Bulgar�a, Ünalan 
sa�d:
“Wear�ng colorful clothes, 
trad�t�onal trousers, and headscarves 
was banned. Only s�ngle-colored 
cloth�ng was allowed. ere was no 
freedom — everyth�ng was 
restr�cted. In Turkey, there �s 
freedom, abundance, and prosper�ty. 
We couldn’t find o�l or sugar there 
— you had to wa�t �n l�ne and they’d 
g�ve �t by we�ght. Here, �f you have 
money, you can buy as much as you 
want. Over there, even when we had 
money, we were oppressed.”
Ünalan sa�d that be�ng bur�ed �n the 
same cemeter�es as Bulgar�ans 
deeply upset them and added:
“We sa�d: ‘Open the way. Let those 
who want to go, go; those who don’t, 
stay.’ ey opened the way to 
Kardzhal� first, then to our area. 
ey took our passports — we had 
to pay a sack of money to get them 
back. ose who helped out were 
g�ven passports. What else could we 
do? We just wanted to get ourselves 
to Turkey.”

“e pa�n we l�ved through �s 
beyond words”
Abdullah Den�z, a 64-year-old 
res�dent of Kocael�, also m�grated to 
Turkey w�th h�s w�fe and three 
ch�ldren.
Den�z sa�d he could never forget the 
4-5 years of ass�m�lat�on they 
endured before 1989:
“e persecut�on we suffered for 
four years before 1989 �s beyond 
words. ey banned everyth�ng — 
first our mosques, then our use of 

Turk�sh, our rel�g�ous gather�ngs, 
c�rcumc�s�ons, even funerals…
Young people weren’t allowed �nto 
mosques. Speak�ng Turk�sh earned 
you fine aer fine. What we 
exper�enced and the pa�n we l�ved 
through can’t be descr�bed. ose 4-
5 years were �ncred�bly hard.”
He shared that dur�ng the name 
change per�od, the pol�ce deta�ned 
h�m and five others from h�s v�llage:
“Dur�ng the name change per�od, we 
were �nterrogated on charges of 
�nc�t�ng the publ�c. Allegedly, one of 
us had gunpowder because we 
worked �n the m�nes — someone 
reported us. ank God they d�dn’t 
�mpr�son us, but they beat us.
St�ll, I never carr�ed a Bulgar�an 
�dent�ty. I’d go to the local off�ce and 
say, ‘I lost my passport,’ and they’d 
g�ve me a document. I used that 
�nstead. I couldn’t bear carry�ng a 
passport w�th a Bulgar�an name. e 
Bulgar�an name was too heavy for 
us. When our grandmothers d�ed, 
there were no �mams, no Islam�c 
r�tes. But thank God, we d�d 
everyth�ng secretly — even 
sacr�ficed an�mals �n h�d�ng. We d�d 
everyth�ng our ancestors taught us.
Aer the Feast of Sacr�fice, they 
would �nspect homes. If they found 
meat, they’d ask, ‘Where d�d you get 
th�s meat? D�d you slaughter an 
an�mal?’ at’s the k�nd of 
persecut�on we l�ved through. In our 
ne�ghborhood, 2–3 fr�ends who 
c�rcumc�sed the�r sons served one 
year �n pr�son each.”

Den�z also spoke about the 
m�grat�on process to Turkey:
“ank God for Turkey. ank God 
the Republ�c of Turkey embraced us. 
We’re so glad we came and escaped 
that persecut�on, br�ng�ng our 
ch�ldren under th�s �ag. Of course, 
those who stayed beh�nd are st�ll our 
brothers and s�sters. For example, �f 
there’s an elect�on, we go vote to 
help elect a Turk�sh member of 
parl�ament. We do whatever we can 
to support our people there.”

Years Later, Bulgar�an Turks Forced to 
M�grate Cannot Erase the Scars of 
Pa�nful Days
ose who �ed Bulgar�a’s ass�m�lat�on pol�cy toward Turks 
between 1984 and 1989 through “forced m�grat�on” to 
Turkey st�ll cannot forget the pa�n they exper�enced, even 
aer all these years.

Pres�dent of 
Turkmen�stan 
Berd�muhamedov 
Attended the Italy-
Central As�a Summ�t 
�n Kazakhstan
Pres�dent of Turkmen�stan 
Serdar Berd�muhamedov v�s�ted 
Kazakhstan. He part�c�pated �n 
the first-ever Italy-Central As�a 
Summ�t and held several b�lateral 
meet�ngs dur�ng the event. He 
met w�th Pres�dent of 
Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev and Pr�me M�n�ster of 
Italy G�org�a Melon�. Dur�ng the 
meet�ngs, emphas�s was placed 
on develop�ng cooperat�on based 
on mutual �nterests �n trade and 
econom�c fields.

n h�s meet�ng w�th the Kazakh delegat�on, IBerd�muhamedov and h�s counterparts underl�ned 
the�r comm�tment to cont�nue expand�ng 

mult�faceted cooperat�on. Both s�des agreed to further 
strengthen the bonds of fr�endsh�p and brotherhood 
between the two countr�es.
In the meet�ng w�th Ital�an Pr�me M�n�ster Melon�, top�cs 
related to the development of Turkmen�stan-Italy 
relat�ons were d�scussed. Berd�muhamedov stated that 
Turkmen�stan attaches great �mportance to strengthen�ng 
cooperat�on w�th Italy and other European countr�es.
Dur�ng the �nterdelegat�on meet�ngs, the focus was on 
ensur�ng susta�nable development �n trade, economy, and 
energy sectors.
It was emphas�zed that econom�c cooperat�on would 
deepen further through the open�ng of energy and 
transport corr�dors.
e �mportance of jo�nt env�ronmental pol�c�es and water 
resource management was also h�ghl�ghted dur�ng the 
talks.
Follow�ng h�s v�s�t to Kazakhstan, Pres�dent 
Berd�muhamedov of Turkmen�stan w�ll travel to 
Mongol�a for off�c�al meet�ngs.
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Measures Aga�nst Glac�er 
Melt�ng D�scussed at 
Conference �n Taj�k�stan

rgan�zed through the O�n�t�at�ve of the 
Government of Taj�k�stan, 

the H�gh-Level Internat�onal 
Conference on Glac�er Preservat�on 
�s tak�ng place �n the cap�tal, 
Dushanbe, from May 29–31.
As part of the conference, a panel 
t�tled "Glac�er-Related Hazards and 
D�saster R�sk Reduct�on: Harness�ng 
the Power of Early Warn�ng Systems 
for All" was moderated by Natal�a 
Patr�c�a Alonso Cano, Reg�onal 
D�rector for Europe and Central 
As�a at the Un�ted Nat�ons Off�ce for 
D�saster R�sk Reduct�on (UNDRR).
Taj�k�stan’s Deputy Pr�me M�n�ster 
and Cha�r of the Nat�onal Platform 
for D�saster R�sk Reduct�on, 
Sula�mon Z�yozoda, emphas�zed �n 
h�s speech that cl�mate change �s 
accelerat�ng glac�er melt, wh�ch �n 
turn �ncreases the r�sk of natural 
d�sasters.

Z�yozoda noted that approx�mately 
1,300 glac�ers �n the country have 
melted over the past century, 
lead�ng to �ash �oods, r�ver 
over�ows, and damage to 
�nfrastructure — threats that 
part�cularly endanger the 
agr�cultural sector.
G�ven that around 60% of the 
populat�on �n Taj�k�stan depends on 
agr�culture, he h�ghl�ghted that 
glac�er-related r�sks have become a 
nat�onal pr�or�ty.
He underscored that early warn�ng 
systems play a v�tal role �n d�saster 
r�sk reduct�on, emphas�z�ng that 

technolog�cal solut�ons alone are not 
suff�c�ent. He also called for publ�c 
awareness, �nternat�onal 
cooperat�on, and comprehens�ve 
strateg�c approaches to effect�vely 
tackle the �ssue.

“Early warn�ng systems must work 
for everyone, everywhere”
Celeste Saulo, Secretary-General of 
the World Meteorolog�cal 
Organ�zat�on (WMO), also spoke at 
the panel, stress�ng that threats 
ar�s�ng from glac�ers are becom�ng 
an �ncreas�ng r�sk �n the context of 
the cl�mate cr�s�s.
She noted that the melt�ng of a 
s�ngle glac�er can tr�gger a cha�n of 
d�sasters, �nclud�ng glac�al lake 
outburst �oods, landsl�des, 
avalanches, and mud�ows. �s, she 
sa�d, necess�tates a systemat�c and 
hol�st�c approach to manag�ng 
mult�-hazard r�sks.
Saulo shared that as of March 2024, 
only 108 out of 193 countr�es have 
funct�onal early warn�ng systems 
aga�nst d�sasters, and that many 
least developed countr�es and small 
�sland states st�ll face major gaps �n 
th�s area.

Expla�n�ng the object�ve of the 
“Early Warn�ngs for All” �n�t�at�ve, 
Saulo sa�d �t a�ms to strengthen 
countr�es' capac�t�es to respond 
sw�ly and effect�vely to d�sasters.
“Early warn�ng systems are h�ghly 
effect�ve aga�nst d�sasters,” she sa�d, 
“but these systems need to be 
access�ble to everyone, everywhere.”

Roseh�p: e 
S�lent Doctor 
of the 
Mounta�ns

Somet�mes you encounter �t on a 
mounta�n slope, somet�mes at 
the base of an abandoned stone 

wall. It has ne�ther �amboyant �owers 
nor a str�k�ng scent… Yet roseh�p �s 
nature’s s�lent doctor. It �s a w�lderness-
grown publ�c pharmacy; w�thout a 
showcase, w�thout advert�s�ng. It serves 
only those who know �t — those who 
connect w�th �t from the heart.
Roseh�p does not appeal to the eye; �t 
speaks d�rectly to the cells. Beneath �ts 
colorful sk�n l�e some of nature’s most 
potent med�c�nal compounds. And th�s 
h�dden treasure fits ne�ther shelf l�fe nor 
laboratory labels.

e Dance of Act�ve Compounds
Roseh�p �s, �n the truest sense, a 
b�ochem�cal treasure. e compounds �t 
conta�ns are to be read not from 
pharmaceut�cal books, but from nature’s 
own molecular alphabet. Here are some 
key l�nes from those �nv�s�ble pages:

Ascorb�c Ac�d (V�tam�n C): But unl�ke the 
synthet�c C v�tam�ns sold �n stores, the 
v�tam�n C �n roseh�p �s the purest note �n 
nature’s orchestra. Each m�ll�gram wh�spers 
a resurrect�on to the �mmune system.
Caroteno�ds (espec�ally lycopene, beta-
carotene): ese molecules protect cell 
membranes, g�ve l�ght to the eyes, and 
v�tal�ty to the sk�n. ey are h�dden �n the 
hue of the roseh�p and serve as a sh�eld 
aga�nst cancer.

Polyphenols and �avono�ds: L�ke patroll�ng 
sold�ers w�th�n the body, they neutral�ze 
free rad�cals, keep blood vessels �ex�ble, 
and slow ag�ng.
Pect�n and natural fibers: ey br�ng such 
d�sc�pl�ne to the d�gest�ve system that the 
�ntest�nes breathe anew w�th roseh�p.

Not Just a Cure — A Balance
L�st�ng the benefits of roseh�p �s l�ke 
count�ng stars �n the sky. But �ts true value 
l�es �n serv�ng not just a s�ngle organ, but 
the whole — balance and harmony. For 
example:
It fights jo�nt pa�n, reduc�ng not only 

d�scomfort but also �n�ammat�on.

It strengthens �mmun�ty wh�le regulat�ng 
body temperature.

It supports d�gest�on wh�le calm�ng 
stomach ac�d�ty.
It renews cells but also neutral�zes the 
harmful effects of ag�ng ones.
In th�s way, roseh�p �s ne�ther as one-
d�mens�onal as modern drugs nor merely a 
v�tam�n source… It �s the conductor of the 
body’s orchestra. Wherever a note �s 
m�ss�ng, �t gently touches �t.

A Trad�t�on Forgotten �n Modern T�mes
e elders know: roseh�p tea was not 
brewed solely for the �u. When the soul 
grew weary, when w�nter n�ghts stretched 
long, when bones began to ache — roseh�p 
would s�mmer on the stove. No sugar or 
add�t�ves were added; just pure, genu�ne 
essence.
Today, however, th�s cr�mson pearl has 
been reduced to powders, trapped �n boxes, 
str�pped of �ts natural essence. Yet roseh�p’s 
true value l�es �n �ts raw, unprocessed form. 
e t�ny pr�cks �t leaves on your hands 
dur�ng harvest are a warn�ng: “Handle me 
w�th care — I am no ord�nary fru�t.”

F�nal Words
Roseh�p �s not merely a fru�t or just an 
herbal tea �ngred�ent. It �s a s�lent heal�ng 
from the heart of nature. A p�ece of anc�ent 
w�sdom modern l�fe has hurr�edly 
forgotten. In �ts red shell res�des not only 
v�tam�n C, but the vo�ce of the past, of 
trad�t�on, of nature �tself.
Perhaps that �s why even touch�ng a 
roseh�p branch echoes a sense of peace 
w�th�n us. Because �t heals not only the 
body — but also the soul.

At the H�gh-Level Internat�onal 
Conference on Glac�er Preservat�on 
hosted by Taj�k�stan, a panel was held to 
d�scuss potent�al measures to m�t�gate 
the r�sks assoc�ated w�th glac�er 
melt�ng.
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