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"Unt�l Gaza finds peace, �t �s �mposs�ble
 for other countr�es �n the reg�on to 
ach�eve stab�l�ty,"
Pres�dent Erdoğan stated �n a jo�nt press conference w�th Indones�an Pres�dent 
Sub�anto, say�ng, "Unt�l Gaza finds peace, and the Palest�n�ans find peace, �t �s 
�mposs�ble for the other countr�es �n the reg�on to ach�eve stab�l�ty.”
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Kyrgyzstan wants to 
follow Turkey’s 
example �n ut�l�z�ng 
renewable energy 
resources
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TÜRKSOY to Hold the 
Open�ng Ceremony of the 
"2025 Turk�c World 
Cap�tal of Culture" �n 
Aktau on Apr�l 5

Fore�gn M�n�ster F�dan: 
Attempts to Change the 
Ident�ty of Jerusalem Are 
Unacceptable

OTS Delegat�on 
Attends the 87th 
Sess�on of the 
Inland Transport 
Comm�ttee �n 
Geneva

e Internat�onal Organ�zat�on of 
Turk�c Culture (TÜRKSOY) �s 
prepar�ng to host the open�ng 
ceremony of the "2025 Turk�c World 
Cap�tal of Culture" �n Aktau, 
Kazakhstan, on Apr�l 5, br�ng�ng 
together over 500 art�sts from 
d�fferent reg�ons of the Turk�c World.

Upon the �nv�tat�on of the Un�ted Nat�ons Econom�c Comm�ss�on for Europe 
(UNECE), the delegat�on of the Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States (OTS), led by 
Secretary General Ambassador Kubanychbek Omural�ev, part�c�pated �n the 
87th sess�on of the Inland Transport Comm�ttee held �n Geneva.
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Uzbek�stan's Fore�gn 
M�n�ster Sa�dov Spoke at 
the Jo�nt Press 
Conference w�th F�dan 
and Bayramov

Altınay Abdıker�mova, the Founder of the Women's Energy Sector Assoc�at�on 
of Kyrgyzstan, sa�d, "We know that s�gn�ficant progress has been made �n 
renewable energy act�v�t�es �n Turkey. We want to see these advancements 
firsthand, learn from them, and establ�sh bus�ness partnersh�ps.”
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Uzbek�stan's Fore�gn M�n�ster Bakht�yor 
Sa�dov emphas�zed h�s country's 
comm�tment to strengthen�ng good-
ne�ghborly relat�ons �n Central As�a and 
deepen�ng mutually benefic�al 
cooperat�on w�th strateg�c partners both 
near and far. Page 9

Palest�n�ans �n Gaza 
oppose Trump's Gaza plan 
"at any cost.”
Palest�n�ans �n the Gaza Str�p have 
emphas�zed that they w�ll l�ve on the�r land 
"at any cost" and w�ll not abandon the�r 
homeland, reject�ng U.S. Pres�dent Donald 
Trump's plan to d�splace Gazans.

"D�vanuLugat�'t-Türk" Exh�b�t�on 
on the 950th Ann�versary of �ts 
Wr�t�ng �n Kazakhstan

NATO Secretary 
General Rutte Warns 
About Defense 
Product�on
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte 
warned about the need to �ncrease 
defense spend�ng, emphas�z�ng that 
Russ�a produces as many weapons 
and ammun�t�on �n three months as 
the All�ance does �n a year.

e Akçah�sar Ethnography 
Museum �n Alban�a �s among 
the attract�on centers of the 
Balkans
SOURCE: VEDAT KURT

Flaxseed: Nature's 
M�raculous 
Treasure
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Ers�n Tatar: We �nformed that 
we w�ll part�c�pate �n the 
meet�ng �n Geneva.

A New Era �n Azerba�jan-
Somal�a Relat�ons Page 13
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Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p Erdoğan, 
who was �n Bogor, Indones�a for 
off�c�al talks, held a jo�nt press 

conference follow�ng h�s one-on-one 
and �nter-delegat�on meet�ngs and the 
s�gn�ng ceremony of agreements w�th 
Indones�an Pres�dent Prabowo Sub�anto.
Recall�ng that he v�s�ted Indones�a �n 
2022 for the G20 Leaders' Summ�t, 
Pres�dent Erdoğan noted that he was �n 
the country today for the first meet�ng of 
the H�gh-Level Strateg�c Cooperat�on 
Counc�l.

"OUR HISTORICAL AND 
HUMANITARIAN TIES WITH 
INDONESIA DATE BACK 400 
YEARS”

Express�ng h�s grat�tude to Pres�dent 
Sub�anto and Indones�an author�t�es for 
the�r warm hosp�tal�ty, Pres�dent 
Erdoğan sa�d, "�s year, we are mark�ng 
the 75th ann�versary of the 
establ�shment of our d�plomat�c 
relat�ons. However, our h�stor�cal and 
human�tar�an t�es w�th Indones�a go 
back 400 years. Insp�red by th�s strong 
closeness, we crowned our relat�ons w�th 
the Strateg�c Partnersh�p we declared �n 
2011. W�th today's counc�l meet�ng, we 
have �nst�tut�onal�zed our relat�ons even 
further."
In h�s talks w�th Pres�dent Sub�anto and 
dur�ng the �nter-delegat�on 
consultat�ons, Pres�dent Erdoğan stated 
that they comprehens�vely addressed the 
b�lateral relat�ons between the two 
countr�es, add�ng, "We also exchanged 
v�ews on current reg�onal and global 
�ssues, espec�ally Palest�ne and Syr�a."
In th�s context, Pres�dent Erdoğan noted 

that 13 memorandums of understand�ng 
were s�gned �n var�ous areas such as 
energy, agr�culture, trade, defense 
�ndustry, commun�cat�on, and 
educat�on.

"WE PLACE IMPORTANCE ON 
DIVERSIFYING OUR ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS”

Pres�dent Erdoğan announced that they 
adopted a comprehens�ve jo�nt 
statement that w�ll gu�de the future of 
b�lateral relat�ons w�th Indones�an 
Pres�dent Sub�anto. He sa�d, "We 
rev�ewed the ex�st�ng projects �n the 
defense �ndustry and add�t�onal 
cooperat�on opportun�t�es. In our 
d�scuss�ons, we explored the steps we 
can take to ra�se our trade volume to 10 
b�ll�on dollars and make �t more 
balanced. We place �mportance on 
d�vers�fy�ng our econom�c relat�ons �n 
the fields of health, construct�on, energy, 
food, and halal products. Spec�fically, we 
want to see our construct�on compan�es, 
wh�ch have s�gned successful global 
projects, �nvolved �n the construct�on of 
Indones�a's new cap�tal, Nusantara."
Pres�dent Erdoğan, emphas�z�ng the 
�mportance of strengthen�ng human t�es 
between Turkey and Indones�a, two 
tour�sm countr�es, sa�d, "We h�ghl�ghted 
the need to �ncrease the number of 
��ghts by our �agsh�p a�rl�nes. Last year, 
203,000 tour�sts v�s�ted our country 
from Indones�a, and about 50,000 
tour�sts v�s�ted Indones�a from our 
country. Wh�le these figures are 
encourag�ng, they are below our 
potent�al."
Pres�dent Erdoğan expressed h�s 
pleasure at the grow�ng �nterest of 
Indones�an youth �n Turk�sh 
scholarsh�ps, stat�ng, "We see each of the 
approx�mately 5,000 Indones�an 
brothers who have stud�ed �n our 
country as cultural ambassadors. e 
Yunus Emre Inst�tute, Maar�f 
Foundat�on, and TİKA w�ll cont�nue to 
contr�bute to our cooperat�on �n these 
areas."
Stat�ng that they are determ�ned to 
develop relat�ons w�th ASEAN and �ts 
members, Pres�dent Erdoğan expressed 
confidence �n Indones�a's support for 
strengthen�ng Turkey's cooperat�on w�th 
ASEAN, as Indones�a hosts the ASEAN 
Secretar�at.

“PRAISING INDONESIA'S STANCE 
ON THE PALESTINE ISSUE”

Pres�dent Erdoğan �nformed that they 
had agreed to �ncrease relat�ons �n 
mult�lateral platforms such as the Un�ted 
Nat�ons, G20, MIKTA, D-8, and the 
Organ�zat�on of Islam�c Cooperat�on. 

He sa�d, "We apprec�ate Indones�a's 
stance on the Palest�ne �ssue. In the 
upcom�ng per�od, we w�ll cont�nue to 
work w�th Indones�a �n the 
reconstruct�on of Gaza and the defense 
of the Palest�n�an cause. I want to 
emphas�ze once aga�n, the establ�shment 
of an �ndependent, sovere�gn Palest�n�an 
State w�th East Jerusalem as �ts cap�tal, 
based on the 1967 borders, cannot be 
delayed any longer. Any step, proposal, 
or project that underm�nes th�s �s, �n our 
v�ew, �lleg�t�mate, and �t means more 
con��ct, more bloodshed, and more 
�nstab�l�ty. Unt�l Gaza finds peace, and 
the Palest�n�ans find peace, �t �s 
�mposs�ble for other countr�es �n the 
reg�on to ach�eve stab�l�ty. e total 
damage caused by Israel's 15-month-
long attacks �s approach�ng 100 b�ll�on 
dollars. Let us not forget, �n law, the 
pr�nc�ple �s that damage must be 
collected from the party respons�ble."
Pres�dent Erdoğan concluded w�th h�s 
hope that the consultat�ons and 
dec�s�ons made would lead to pos�t�ve 
outcomes.

INDONESIAN PRESIDENT 
SUBIANTO: "WE ARE 
DETERMINED TO STRENGTHEN 
THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN 
INDONESIA AND TURKEY”

In h�s speech, Indones�an Pres�dent 

Sub�anto sa�d, "Indones�a and Turkey 
have had relat�ons for centur�es, and our 
t�es have been strong s�nce the Ottoman 
era," recall�ng the organ�zat�on of the 
Turkey-Indones�a H�gh-Level Strateg�c 
Cooperat�on Counc�l Meet�ng.
"We are determ�ned to strengthen the 
partnersh�p between Indones�a and 

Turkey," sa�d Pres�dent Sub�anto, not�ng 
that many �ssues were d�scussed to 
ensure the welfare and order of both 
nat�ons.
Indones�an Pres�dent Sub�anto, stat�ng 
that both countr�es are determ�ned to 
reach the set target �n the trade and 
economy sectors, ment�oned that Turkey 
and Indones�a have a balanced 
relat�onsh�p. He added, "We want to 
prov�de more support to the defense 
�ndustry cooperat�on efforts between 
Indones�a and Turkey."
Pres�dent Sub�anto also emphas�zed that 
cooperat�on on Palest�ne w�ll cont�nue, 
and the two-state solut�on �s supported.

AGREEMENTS SIGNED BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES

In the presence of Pres�dent Erdoğan 
and Indones�an Pres�dent Sub�anto, 
several agreements were s�gned between 
the two countr�es.
In th�s context, the "Agreement on 
Cooperat�on �n the F�eld of Health and 
Med�cal Sc�ences between the 
Government of the Republ�c of Turkey 
and the Government of the Republ�c of 
Indones�a" was s�gned by Fore�gn 
M�n�ster Hakan F�dan and Indones�an 
Fore�gn M�n�ster Sug�ono.
e "Memorandum of Understand�ng 
on Cooperat�on �n the F�eld of Energy 
and Natural Resources between the 

"Unt�l Gaza finds peace, �t �s �mposs�ble
 for other countr�es �n the reg�on to 
ach�eve stab�l�ty,"
Pres�dent Erdoğan stated �n a jo�nt press conference w�th Indones�an 
Pres�dent Sub�anto, say�ng, "Unt�l Gaza finds peace, and the 
Palest�n�ans find peace, �t �s �mposs�ble for the other countr�es �n the 
reg�on to ach�eve stab�l�ty.”
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Government of the Republ�c of Turkey 
and the Government of the Republ�c of 
Indones�a" was s�gned by M�n�ster of 
Energy and Natural Resources Alparslan 
Bayraktar and Indones�an M�n�ster of 
Energy and M�neral Resources Bahl�l 
Lahadal�a.

e "Letter of Intent on Investment 
Promot�on and Fac�l�tat�on between the 
Government of the Republ�c of Turkey 
and the Government of the Republ�c of 
Indones�a" was s�gned by M�n�ster of 
Industry and Technology Mehmet Fat�h 
Kacır and Indones�an M�n�ster of 
Investment and M�neral Process�ng 
Rosan Perkasa Roeslan�.
M�n�ster Kacır and Indones�an M�n�ster 
of Industry Agus Gum�wang 
Kartasasm�ta s�gned the "Memorandum 
of Understand�ng on the Establ�shment 
of an Industry Cooperat�on Jo�nt 
Comm�ttee between the M�n�stry of 
Industry and Technology of the 
Republ�c of Turkey and the M�n�stry of 
Industry of the Republ�c of Indones�a."
e "Memorandum of Understand�ng 
on Agr�cultural Cooperat�on between 
the Government of the Republ�c of 
Turkey and the Government of the 

Republ�c of Indones�a" was s�gned by 
M�n�ster of Agr�culture and Forestry 
İbrah�m Yumaklı and Indones�an 
M�n�ster of Agr�culture And� Amran 
Sula�man.
M�n�ster of Trade Ömer Bolat and 
Indones�an M�n�ster of Trade Bud� 
Santoso s�gned the "Memorandum of 
Understand�ng on the Development of 
Cooperat�on �n Trade between the 
M�n�stry of Trade of the Republ�c of 
Turkey and the M�n�stry of Trade of the 
Republ�c of Indones�a."
e "Memorandum of Understand�ng 
on Cooperat�on �n H�gher Educat�on 
between the H�gher Educat�on Counc�l 
of the Republ�c of Turkey and the 
M�n�stry of H�gher Educat�on, Sc�ence, 
and Technology of the Republ�c of 
Indones�a" was s�gned by H�gher 
Educat�on Counc�l Pres�dent Prof. Dr. 
Erol Özvar and Indones�an M�n�ster of 
H�gher Educat�on, Sc�ence, and 
Technology Satryo Soemantr� 
Brodjonegoro.
Pres�dent of Rel�g�ous Affa�rs Al� Erbaş 
and Indones�an M�n�ster of Rel�g�ous 
Affa�rs Nasarudd�n Umar s�gned the 
"Memorandum of Understand�ng on 
Cooperat�on �n Rel�g�ous Serv�ces and 
Rel�g�ous Educat�on between the 
Pres�dency of Rel�g�ous Affa�rs of the 
Republ�c of Turkey and the M�n�stry of 
Rel�g�ous Affa�rs of the Republ�c of 
Indones�a.”

A "Defense Industry Cooperat�on 
Agreement between the Pres�dency of 
Defense Industr�es of the Republ�c of 
Turkey and the M�n�stry of Defense of 
Indones�a" was s�gned by Haluk Görgün, 
Pres�dent of the Pres�dency of Defense 
Industr�es, and Sjafr�e Shamsudd�n, 
M�n�ster of Defense of Indones�a.

A "Jo�nt Product�on Agreement for the 
Export of Bayraktar TB3 and Bayraktar 
AKINCI" was s�gned between Haluk 
Bayraktar, CEO of BAYKAR, and 
Norman Joesoef, founder of 
Republ�korp.

Furthermore, the "Cooperat�on 
Agreement between Anadolu Agency 
(AA) and the Indones�an News Agency 
(ANTARA)" was s�gned by Serdar 
Karagöz, Cha�rman and General 
Manager of AA, and Akhmad Mun�r, 
Pres�dent of ANTARA.
e "Memorandum of Understand�ng �n 
the F�eld of Rad�o between TRT 
(Turk�sh Rad�o and Telev�s�on 
Corporat�on) and LPP RRI (Publ�c 
Broadcast�ng Rad�o of the Republ�c of 
Indones�a)" was s�gned by Mehmet 
Zah�d Sobacı, General Manager of TRT, 
and I Hendrasmo, Cha�rman of the 
Board of LPP RRI.
TRT General Manager Sobacı and Iman 
Brotoseno, Cha�rman of the Board of 
Indones�a's Publ�c Telev�s�on Network 
(TVRI), s�gned the "Cooperat�on 
Protocol between TRT (Turk�sh Rad�o 
and Telev�s�on Corporat�on) and TVRI 
(Indones�a's Publ�c Telev�s�on 
Network)."

PRESIDENT ERDOĞAN 
PRESENTED TOGG TO 
INDONESIAN PRESIDENT 
SUBIANTO

Pres�dent Erdoğan presented Turkey's 
domest�c electr�c car, Togg, to 
Indones�an Pres�dent Sub�anto. 
Pres�dent Erdoğan g�ed a "Pamukkale 
wh�te" colored Togg to Pres�dent 
Sub�anto. e two leaders took a photo 
�n front of the Togg.

PRESIDENT ERDOĞAN ATTENDED 
A LUNCH HOSTED IN HIS HONOR 
BY INDONESIAN PRESIDENT 
SUBIANTO

Pres�dent Erdoğan attended the off�c�al 
luncheon hosted by Indones�an 
Pres�dent Sub�anto at the Bogor 
Pres�dent�al Palace. In h�s speech dur�ng 
the meal, Pres�dent Erdoğan thanked 
Indones�an Pres�dent Sub�anto for the 
warm and k�nd hosp�tal�ty. He 
ment�oned that th�s year, they had met 
on several occas�ons, exchang�ng v�ews 
on many �ssues, both b�lateral and 
global, as two fr�ends and brothers.
Pres�dent Erdoğan stated, "I am very 
pleased to see Indones�a, wh�ch I last 
v�s�ted �n November 2022 to attend the 
G20 Leaders' Summ�t, grow�ng and 
develop�ng each t�me."

INVITATION TO THE 4TH 
ANTALYA DIPLOMACY FORUM

Pres�dent Erdoğan emphas�zed h�s bel�ef 
that under the leadersh�p of Indones�an 
Pres�dent Sub�anto, Indones�a w�ll enter 
the world's top 10 largest econom�es 
w�th�n 10 years, say�ng, "We have just 
completed the first meet�ng of our H�gh-
Level Strateg�c Cooperat�on Counc�l. 
Inshallah, I look forward to welcom�ng 
you to the 4th Antalya D�plomacy 
Forum, wh�ch w�ll be held from Apr�l 
11-13."
Regard�ng the g� of Turkey's domest�c 
electr�c car, Togg, to Indones�an 
Pres�dent Sub�anto, Pres�dent Erdoğan 
expressed, "It would make us happy for 
you to accept Togg as a symbol of the 
fr�endsh�p and brotherhood between 
our countr�es. May Allah bless our 
sol�dar�ty and love, and I w�sh you a 
blessed Ramadan, wh�ch we w�ll meet 
on March 1st."
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Kyrgyzstan wants to follow Turkey’s example �n 
ut�l�z�ng renewable energy resources
Altınay Abdıker�mova, 
the Founder of the 
Women's Energy 
Sector Assoc�at�on of 
Kyrgyzstan, sa�d, "We 
know that s�gn�ficant 
progress has been 
made �n renewable 
energy act�v�t�es �n 
Turkey. We want to see 
these advancements 
firsthand, learn from 
them, and establ�sh 
bus�ness partnersh�ps.”

Abdıker�mova, who ment�oned 
that they a�m to adopt the best 
pract�ces of fore�gn countr�es 

�n evaluat�ng renewable energy 
resources, added, "We know that Turkey 
has made great str�des �n renewable 
energy act�v�t�es. We want to see these 
advances on-s�te, learn from them, and 
establ�sh bus�ness partnersh�ps.”

Abdıker�mova po�nted out that solar and 
w�nd energy are currently not ava�lable 
among the renewable energy resources 
operat�ng �n Kyrgyzstan.

She stated that they want to see how 
renewable energy technolog�es work and 
learn about the�r advantages and 
d�sadvantages, add�ng that they a�m to 
organ�ze a v�s�t to Turkey for th�s 
purpose.

“We want to �ncrease the employment 
of women �n the energy sector.”

Abdıker�mova shared that there are 
more than 17,000 employees �n the 
energy sector �n Kyrgyzstan, w�th only 
17% of them, �nclud�ng adm�n�strat�ve 
pos�t�ons, be�ng women. She ment�oned 
that they are cooperat�ng w�th 
Kyrgyzstan State Techn�cal Un�vers�ty 
and Almaty Energy Eng�neer�ng and 
Commun�cat�on Un�vers�ty �n 
Kazakhstan to �ncrease the number of 
female students want�ng to study 
energy-related fields.

“We want to �ncrease the employment of 
women �n the energy sector. We are also 
str�v�ng to create educat�on and work 
cond�t�ons for more eng�neers to be 
tra�ned �n th�s field," she sa�d.

Abdıker�mova also emphas�zed that they 
a�m to adopt the best pract�ces of fore�gn 
countr�es �n the energy sector, stat�ng, 
"We are organ�z�ng exper�ence-shar�ng 
programs so that our g�rls can see the 
development process of the energy 
sector �n ne�ghbor�ng countr�es. We are 
open to shar�ng exper�ences. We want to 
adopt examples represent�ng the best 
capac�t�es of developed countr�es to 
�mplement them �n Kyrgyzstan.”
Kyrgyzstan’s first woman to bu�ld a dam

Abdıker�mova h�ghl�ghted that the 
government �s �ncreas�ng �nvestments �n 
the energy sector and expla�ned that 
construct�on cont�nues on the 4.3 
m�ll�on cub�c meter capac�ty "Uç-
Korgon Irr�gat�on Dam" �n the Issyk-Kul 
Reg�on’s Ton D�str�ct, wh�ch w�ll be 
completed �n 2024.
She added that the construct�on of the 

Uç-Korgon Irr�gat�on Dam �s planned to 
be completed by August th�s year and 
ment�oned, "�s w�ll be the first 
agr�cultural-purpose dam s�nce 
Kyrgyzstan ga�ned �ts �ndependence. In 
th�s sense, I am the first woman �n the 
country to bu�ld a dam."
Adv�ce to young g�rls to pursue STEM 
educat�on

Abdıker�mova encouraged young g�rls 
to pursue STEM (Sc�ence, Technology, 
Eng�neer�ng, and Mathemat�cs) 
educat�on, stat�ng, "We encourage 
Kyrgyz g�rls not to be afra�d of 
d�ff�cult�es and to make bold cho�ces �n 
the fields of STEM. Young g�rls are the 
future of our country, and the�r 
contr�but�ons can make the world a 
better place. ey can be the creators of 
great projects, the wr�ters of 
technolog�cal solut�ons, and the leaders 
of change."

Abdıker�mova also noted that women 
can play a key role �n the trans�t�on to 
green energy and �n bu�ld�ng a 
susta�nable future, stat�ng: "Expand�ng 
women’s access to techn�cal and 
eng�neer�ng educat�on �n renewable 
energy, support�ng STEM programs 
focused on gender equal�ty, creat�ng 
scholarsh�ps and tra�n�ng courses for 
g�rls �n the green energy sector, 
encourag�ng the employment of women 
�n manager�al and techn�cal pos�t�ons �n 
energy compan�es, develop�ng pol�c�es 
that support work-l�fe balance, 
�ncreas�ng awareness �n the med�a about 
women’s contr�but�ons to susta�nable 
development, and h�ghl�ght�ng the 
success stor�es of women �n the green 
energy sector are all poss�ble ways 
forward."
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OTS Delegat�on Attends the 
87th Sess�on of the Inland 
Transport Comm�ttee �n 
Geneva

Dur�ng the M�n�ster�al 
Roundtable Meet�ng on 
"Promot�ng Susta�nable 

Transport Connect�v�ty," co-hosted by 
Türk�ye and the Netherlands, Secretary 
General Omural�ev h�ghl�ghted the 
strateg�c �mportance of transportat�on �n 
fac�l�tat�ng trade and ensur�ng 
susta�nable development �n the Turk�c 
reg�on. He emphas�zed OTS �n�t�at�ves 
a�med at enhanc�ng the eff�c�ency and 
res�l�ence of the M�ddle Corr�dor, 
pos�t�on�ng �t as a key trade route 
between As�a and Europe.

Add�t�onally, Secretary General 
Omural�ev re�terated OTS’s 
comm�tment to d�g�tal�zat�on �n 
transport, part�cularly the adopt�on of 
the eTIR system. He noted that a 
Roadmap for the Implementat�on of 
eTIR �n the OTS reg�on was recently 
s�gned and reaff�rmed the organ�zat�on’s 
ded�cat�on to strengthen�ng cooperat�on 
w�th �nternat�onal partners, �nclud�ng 
UNECE, to accelerate the d�g�tal 
transformat�on of reg�onal transport 

networks.
W�th the part�c�pat�on of sen�or 
representat�ves from the Transport 
M�n�str�es and Permanent M�ss�ons of 
OTS Member States, the sess�on further 
re�nforced the organ�zat�on's 
comm�tment to reg�onal connect�v�ty 
and the development of susta�nable 
transport solut�ons.

Upon the �nv�tat�on of the Un�ted Nat�ons 
Econom�c Comm�ss�on for Europe (UNECE), the 
delegat�on of the Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States 
(OTS), led by Secretary General Ambassador 
Kubanychbek Omural�ev, part�c�pated �n the 87th 
sess�on of the Inland Transport Comm�ttee held 
�n Geneva.

NATO Secretary General 
Rutte Warns About Defense 
Product�on
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte warned 
about the need to �ncrease defense spend�ng, 
emphas�z�ng that Russ�a produces as many 
weapons and ammun�t�on �n three months as 
the All�ance does �n a year.

peak�ng to the press before the SNATO Defense M�n�sters' 
Meet�ng �n Brussels, Rutte 

addressed the messages del�vered by U.S. 
Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth 
dur�ng yesterday’s Ukra�ne Defense 
Contact Group meet�ngs.

"We all want peace �n Ukra�ne sooner or 
later. We all want Ukra�ne to be �n the 
best poss�ble pos�t�on when these 
negot�at�ons beg�n so that they can lead 
to a successful outcome," Rutte sa�d.
He cont�nued: "We must spend 
more—not just because the U.S. expects 
�t, not just because Europe needs to take 
�ts share of the respons�b�l�ty and ensure 
fa�r burden-shar�ng, but also because we 
know that threats from Russ�a and other 
adversar�es are �ncreas�ng.”

NATO Secretary General Rutte stressed 
that �nadequate defense product�on �s a 
shared �ssue across the All�ance: "We are 
not produc�ng enough. �s �s a 
common problem from the U.S. to 
Turkey, across the European Un�on, 
from Norway to the UK. We have an 
excellent defense �ndustry, but we are 
not produc�ng at the necessary levels.”

He underl�ned the scale of the challenge: 
"Russ�a produces as many weapons and 
ammun�t�on �n three months as NATO 
does �n a year."
Rutte po�nted out that the ma�n agenda 
of the meet�ng would be �ncreas�ng 
defense spend�ng among NATO all�es.

Wh�ch D�rect�on Is NATO Headed?
When asked about the future d�rect�on 
of the All�ance, part�cularly �n l�ght of 
sh��ng U.S. pol�c�es, Rutte responded:
"NATO rema�ns strong for future 
generat�ons. We are here to ensure that 
we have the best poss�ble deterrence to 
counter any adversary now and �n the 

future. But th�s also means that we must 
reach a good agreement on Ukra�ne. We 
need to �ncrease defense spend�ng. We 
must boost defense �ndustry product�on. 
ese are clear and common 
respons�b�l�t�es we all share. We w�ll 
d�scuss them. We may not always 
�mmed�ately agree, but as always, we w�ll 
ult�mately reach a common pos�t�on.”

A Betrayal �n the Mak�ng?
Asked whether U.S. Pres�dent Donald 
Trump's recent phone call w�th Russ�an 
Pres�dent Vlad�m�r Put�n s�gnaled the 
beg�nn�ng of a betrayal of Ukra�ne, 
Rutte repl�ed: "What we saw yesterday 
were the statements com�ng from 
Wash�ngton. at also �ncluded a long 
phone call between Pres�dent 
(Volodymyr) Zelensky and Pres�dent 
Trump, wh�ch you forgot to ment�on. 
So, we w�ll see step by step how th�ngs 
unfold from here."
He emphas�zed the �mportance of 
ensur�ng Ukra�ne's full part�c�pat�on �n 
any negot�at�ons, stress�ng that any 
agreement must be susta�nable and must 
prevent Put�n from launch�ng another 
attack.

U.S. Messages on Defense
Dur�ng yesterday’s Ukra�ne Defense 
Contact Group Meet�ng, U.S. Secretary 
of Defense Pete Hegseth del�vered 
strong messages wh�le s�tt�ng alongs�de 
Ukra�n�an Defense M�n�ster Rustem 
Umerov.
Hegseth stated that end�ng the war 
through d�plomacy was the pr�mary 
object�ve and suggested that Ukra�ne 
return�ng to �ts pre-2014 borders and 
jo�n�ng NATO were not real�st�c goals.
Add�t�onally, the U.S. defense ch�ef 
called for �ncreas�ng defense spend�ng to 
5% of GDP, s�gnal�ng a sh� toward a 
h�gher level of m�l�tary read�ness across 
NATO.



6 GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE
February 2025

Fore�gn M�n�ster F�dan: Attempts to Change the Ident�ty of 
Jerusalem Are Unacceptable

In a statement about the s�tuat�on �n 
Jerusalem, F�dan emphas�zed, "e 
games be�ng played here, the 

complete Juda�zat�on of Jerusalem, the 
removal of �ts �nternat�onal �dent�ty, 
Musl�m �dent�ty, Chr�st�an �dent�ty, and 
the �ntroduct�on of a monothe�st�c 
approach are absolutely unacceptable."
F�dan also shared h�s v�ews on the 
ceasefire �n Gaza and the Israel-Palest�ne 
�ssue w�th Palest�ne Telev�s�on. 
Regard�ng U.S. Pres�dent Donald 
Trump’s statements about Palest�n�ans �n 
Gaza mov�ng to other countr�es and the 
react�ons of the �nternat�onal 
commun�ty, F�dan remarked, "e 
d�splacement of Palest�n�ans �s 
unacceptable. We don’t th�nk such 
proposals should be taken ser�ously. It 
shows a lack of understand�ng of 
h�story."
F�dan referred to the d�splacement of 
Palest�n�ans �n 1948 and noted that the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty had proposed a 
two-state solut�on based on the 1967 
borders, w�th East Jerusalem as the 
cap�tal, ensur�ng a Palest�n�an state that 
could coex�st w�th Israel.
He po�nted out that the major�ty of the 
Islam�c and Arab worlds, Turkey, and the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty support th�s 
v�s�on, wh�ch was demonstrated �n the 
recent UN vote. F�dan sa�d, "ere �s no 
pol�t�cal project more w�dely supported 
globally than th�s two-state solut�on. Yet, 
�t �s trag�c that such a w�dely accepted 
proposal �s not be�ng pract�cally 
�mplemented.”

He h�ghl�ghted several reasons why th�s 
solut�on has not been real�zed, say�ng, 
"We do not accept a repet�t�on of 
d�splacement. We bel�eve �t should not 
happen. As an �nternat�onal commun�ty, 

the countr�es of the reg�on, the Arab 
world, the Islam�c world, the European 
Un�on, Afr�ca, South Amer�ca, and As�a-
Pac�fic w�ll cont�nue to d�plomat�cally 
oppose th�s �ssue.”

Fore�gn M�n�ster F�dan: "Future of 
Gaza Ceasefire and Netanyahu's 
Dec�s�on to Attack Gaza Aga�n"
Fore�gn M�n�ster Hakan F�dan spoke 
about the future of the ceasefire �n Gaza 
and the poss�b�l�ty of Israel� Pr�me 
M�n�ster Benjam�n Netanyahu dec�d�ng 
to attack Gaza aga�n. He expressed that 
th�s scenar�o rema�ns a poss�b�l�ty but 
hoped that �t would not come to fru�t�on.
F�dan re�terated Turkey's des�re for the 
genoc�de that has been ongo�ng s�nce 
October 7, 2023, to stop, the 
cont�nuat�on of the ceasefire, the return 
of Gazans to the�r homes, and the 
resumpt�on of normal l�fe. He 
ment�oned that Turkey, as part of the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty, has been do�ng 
everyth�ng �t can to contr�bute to these 
goals.

Furthermore, F�dan referred to 
Netanyahu's "m�ndset" be�ng apparent, 
emphas�z�ng that aer rescu�ng hostages, 
there would be noth�ng le to hold h�m 
back. He stated, "e only th�ng that can 
hold h�m back �s the �nternat�onal 
commun�ty adopt�ng a real�st�c stance, 
mean�ng a stance that completely �solates 
Israel.”

"If Netanyahu Starts a War, Amer�ca's 
Cred�b�l�ty W�ll Plummet Further"
F�dan rem�nded that Egypt, Qatar, and 
the U.S. are the guarantors of the 
ceasefire agreement. He emphas�zed that 
the U.S. must pressure Israel to ab�de by 
the terms of the agreement. Regard�ng 
the poss�b�l�ty that such pressure may 
not be appl�ed, F�dan sa�d, "If Netanyahu 
starts a war aga�n w�th Amer�can 
support, Amer�ca's already dw�ndl�ng 
cred�b�l�ty w�ll s�nk even further, and th�s 
d�stort�on �n the �nternat�onal system 
w�ll cont�nue to fuel the cr�s�s."
In response to Netanyahu's remarks 

about "draw�ng a new M�ddle East map 
w�th Trump" and potent�ally v�s�t�ng the 
U.S., F�dan stated that the people of the 
M�ddle East are honorable, and the 
reg�on has seen many such "problemat�c 
types" try s�m�lar projects, but they 
ended up �n the "garbage dump" of 
h�story. He emphas�zed that although 
such �nd�v�duals ma�nta�n the�r �n�uence 
for a t�me, they eventually fade, and the 
people of the reg�on w�ll overcome these 
projects �n the long term.

Turkey's Ongo�ng D�plomat�c Efforts 
Aga�nst Israel

Regard�ng whether Turkey would take 
new d�plomat�c steps to ensure Israel's 
accountab�l�ty, F�dan po�nted out that 
d�plomat�c efforts are ongo�ng. He 
ment�oned the ongo�ng work and 
consultat�ons w�th�n the Contact Group 
formed by seven countr�es, �nclud�ng the 
Organ�zat�on of Islam�c Cooperat�on and 
the Arab League.
F�dan also noted that wh�le the ceasefire 
has reached a certa�n stage, the two-state 
solut�on should not fall off the agenda. 
He concluded by emphas�z�ng that the 
people of the reg�on understand very 
well how the Palest�n�an �ssue �s a source 
of �nstab�l�ty and con��ct.
Fore�gn M�n�ster F�dan emphas�zed that 
the path to a last�ng solut�on l�es �n 
�mplement�ng a two-state solut�on where 
both Israel�s and Palest�n�ans can l�ve �n 
peace and secur�ty. He re�terated that 
Turkey, along w�th the �nternat�onal 
commun�ty and reg�onal countr�es, �s 
ready to prov�de all necessary support 
for th�s. F�dan noted that efforts �n th�s 
d�rect�on w�ll cont�nue, w�th var�ous 
consultat�ons and projects underway, 
wh�ch w�ll be �mplemented �n the 
com�ng weeks and months.

"Internat�onal Support for the 
Palest�n�an Cause at Its H�ghest Level 
Due to Genoc�de”
Respond�ng to a quest�on about whether 
the human�tar�an tragedy �n Gaza has 
led to �ncreased �nternat�onal support for 

the Palest�n�an cause, F�dan stated, 
"F�rstly, the martyrdom of so many 
�nnocent women and ch�ldren has 
brought two th�ngs to l�ght: the 
�nternat�onal support and awareness for 
the Palest�n�an cause have reached the�r 
h�ghest level �n modern t�mes. 
Unfortunately, th�s happened as a result 
of genoc�de." He further remarked, "On 
the other hand, I regret to say that the 
�nab�l�ty of the �nternat�onal commun�ty 
to prevent someth�ng they so strongly 
oppose shows the dysfunct�on and 
helplessness of the �nternat�onal system."
F�dan stressed that the �nternat�onal 
commun�ty and system must take steps 
to address the�r own weaknesses, 
dysfunct�ons, and fa�lures, and that the 
steps to be taken regard�ng the 
Palest�n�an �ssue present a good 
opportun�ty for th�s. He also ment�oned 
that Turkey has made the necessary calls 
to the �nternat�onal commun�ty for the 
fa�r and last�ng resolut�on of th�s �ssue, 
cont�nu�ng to take pol�t�cal, d�plomat�c, 
and human�tar�an �n�t�at�ves, whether 
open or closed.

"A Two-State Solut�on Based on the 
1967 Borders W�ll Rel�eve the Reg�on”
F�dan, not�ng that Pres�dent Recep 
Tayy�p Erdoğan �s also h�ghly sens�t�ve to 
th�s �ssue, stated, "A two-state solut�on 
based on the 1967 borders w�ll not only 
rel�eve the reg�onal countr�es but also 
restore the Palest�n�ans' r�ght to establ�sh 
a d�gn�fied state and reduce global 
con��ct r�sks." He added, "Any m�ndset 
opposed to such a permanent good �s a 
satan�c m�ndset, and we must watch �t 
carefully."
F�dan emphas�zed that the �nternat�onal 
commun�ty �s fac�ng a m�ndset that 
threatens human�ty as a whole. He 
concluded by po�nt�ng out that the 
consc�ence of human�ty has seen and 
understood th�s m�ndset, recogn�zed �ts 
goals, and w�ll respond accord�ngly.
F�dan h�ghl�ghted that the recent UN 
vote on Palest�ne rece�ved over 145 votes, 
wh�ch he descr�bed as an �mmense show 
of support. He expressed hope that th�s 
support would translate �nto pract�cal 
act�ons.

"Desp�te Human�ty's Progress, Sadly, 
the Law of the Jungle St�ll Preva�ls"
Respond�ng to why the �nternat�onal 
commun�ty was unable to stop Israel for 
over a year and a half, F�dan po�nted out 
that Israel has rece�ved uncond�t�onal 
support from the US and the West, 
turn�ng the �ssue �nto a matter of power 
rather than just�ce, r�ghts, and law. He 
stated that those w�th more power oen 
cause bloodshed, regardless of whether 
they are r�ght or wrong, referr�ng to th�s 
as the "law of the jungle." He emphas�zed 

Fore�gn M�n�ster 
Hakan F�dan stated, 
"e games be�ng 
played on th�s �ssue, 
the complete 
Juda�zat�on of 
Jerusalem, the 
removal of �ts Musl�m 
and Chr�st�an 
�dent�t�es, and the 
�ntroduct�on of a 
monothe�st�c 
approach are, of 
course, unacceptable.”
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that wh�le human�ty has evolved �n 
moral, legal, and system�c ways over 
thousands of years, the law of the jungle 
st�ll preva�ls �n the end.

Efforts to Protect the Ident�ty of 
Jerusalem

On the �ssue of Jerusalem's �dent�ty, 
F�dan underl�ned that Jerusalem �s a 
s�gn�ficant symbol �n the Palest�n�an 
cause. He condemned attempts to 
change the c�ty's �dent�ty, stat�ng that the 
complete Juda�zat�on of Jerusalem and 
the removal of �ts �nternat�onal, Musl�m, 
and Chr�st�an �dent�t�es, as well as the 
�mpos�t�on of a s�ngle rel�g�ous approach, 
�s unacceptable. F�dan ment�oned 
Turkey's close collaborat�on w�th Jordan 
and �ts support for Amman's stance, as 
well as efforts to bu�ld strong relat�ons 
w�th Islam�c countr�es on th�s �ssue.
He po�nted out that Israel cont�nues to 
take provocat�ve steps �n Jerusalem, 
a�ded by �nternat�onal support, and 
emphas�zed that Jerusalem could be a 
c�ty of peace and convergence 
represent�ng all three monothe�st�c 
rel�g�ons. However, he cr�t�c�zed Israel 
for �ns�st�ng on eras�ng all symbols 
belong�ng to both Musl�ms and 
Chr�st�ans, a�m�ng to dom�nate the c�ty.
F�dan firmly stated that th�s cycle of 
oppress�on w�ll eventually break, 
assert�ng that th�ngs cannot cont�nue as 
they are.

Mahmoud Abbas's Speech at the 
Turk�sh Grand Nat�onal Assembly
F�dan also referred to Palest�n�an 
Pres�dent Mahmoud Abbas’s speech �n 
the Turk�sh Grand Nat�onal Assembly �n 
August 2024, descr�b�ng �t as a h�stor�c 
moment.

F�dan, recall�ng that he was also present 
�n the Turk�sh Grand Nat�onal Assembly 
and l�stened to Abbas's speech, stated 
that Abbas's speech was applauded by all 
members of parl�ament, wh�ch �s a clear 
�nd�cat�on of the support g�ven to h�m. 
M�n�ster F�dan sa�d, "Wh�le our country 
�s d�v�ded on many �ssues, show�ng un�ty 
and sol�dar�ty on the Palest�ne �ssue, and 
the Turk�sh Grand Nat�onal Assembly 
demonstrat�ng th�s to Mr. Abbas, �n my 
op�n�on, was a h�stor�c moment. �s 
was �mportant �n terms of symbol�sm. 
�s fire w�ll not be ext�ngu�shed, and 
th�s support w�ll never end. In the 
com�ng days, we w�ll have new meet�ngs, 
new gather�ngs."
F�dan emphas�zed that Turkey’s support 
for the Palest�n�an adm�n�strat�on 
cont�nues w�thout �nterrupt�on and 
noted that every poss�ble support w�ll 
cont�nue to be prov�ded to the 
Palest�n�ans �n the future. F�dan also 
underl�ned that Pres�dent Erdoğan �s 
very sens�t�ve about th�s �ssue and 
ment�oned that cooperat�on efforts w�th 
other Islam�c countr�es are ongo�ng. 
He stated, "Whatever we can do to 
allev�ate the suffer�ng of the Palest�n�ans, 

to ease the�r burden, we w�ll cont�nue to 
do so." When asked, "Should we expect a 
v�s�t to the State of Palest�ne or 
Palest�n�an terr�tor�es soon?" he 
responded, "Honestly, I would l�ke to 
come to the State of Palest�ne. If 
cond�t�ons are su�table, I have no 
problem w�th that."
F�dan rem�nded that from the very first 
day of the war, efforts for med�at�on and 
negot�at�on were underway. He stated 
that �n add�t�on to the ceasefire, �t was 
emphas�zed that a two-state solut�on 
should also be worked on, say�ng: "We 
acted as med�ators for the ceasefire. We 
wanted th�s con��ct to stop, for a 
ceasefire to be �n place, and for death to 
cease. But what we saw was that unless a 
last�ng solut�on �s found, we w�ll 
cont�nue to face b�gger wars. erefore, 
as soon as th�s war started, we 
�mmed�ately pa�red the ceasefire w�th the 
two-state solut�on so that we would 
never see th�s war aga�n. Look, we need 
to find a pol�t�cal solut�on to th�s �ssue. 
e way for Israel�s to l�ve �n peace �n 
the reg�on for many years, the way for 
Palest�n�ans to l�ve, and the way to 
prevent further provocat�on �n the 
reg�on goes through here."
F�dan stressed that everyone w�th 
reason, log�c, common sense, and 
consc�ence agrees on th�s, and added, 
"But �f you are the owner of a project 
that wants to take not only Palest�n�an 
land but also land from Egypt, Jordan, 
Syr�a, and Lebanon, and expand Israel’s 
terr�tory, then of course you won’t want a 
two-state solut�on, you w�ll delay �t. As 
you d�d �n Oslo s�nce '93, you wa�t for 
the r�ght t�mes. At every appropr�ate 
moment, you expand your land, you 
expand �t aga�n at every su�table t�me 
F�dan, not�ng that along w�th th�s r�sk, 
those expand�ng the�r land (Israel) are 
�nev�tably fac�ng the r�sk of shr�nk�ng 
and los�ng the�r own land �f they do not 
turn toward peace, stated the follow�ng:

"at’s why I’m say�ng, th�s �s the 
moment, th�s �s the t�me. Wh�le the 

Islam�c world, the Arab world, and the 
people of the reg�on are already beh�nd 
the two-state solut�on, and aer such a 
solut�on, when everyone �s ready to 
recogn�ze Israel and cooperate, �t needs 
to be ut�l�zed. I know that there are 
reasonable people �n Israel who stand 
beh�nd th�s �ssue."

F�dan expla�ned that the current 
preva�l�ng strateg�c culture �s 
expans�on�st and that peace negot�at�ons, 
ceasefire negot�at�ons, and any other 
matters are s�mply used as a tool for 
expans�on�sm.

He po�nted out that there �s no s�ncer�ty 
�n any matter, stat�ng that the people of 
the reg�on also see th�s, and that no one 
�s say�ng anyth�ng due to the 
uncond�t�onal support from the Un�ted 
States, and th�s �s the essence of the �ssue.
F�dan ment�oned that th�s �s known by 
everyone, and that th�s real�ty �s be�ng 
l�ved, but he could not pred�ct how 
much the world and the reg�on could 
bear th�s real�ty.

"Let the Palest�n�an people be hopeful”
M�n�ster F�dan sa�d, "e Palest�n�an 
people should be hopeful. God w�ll�ng, 
w�th the support of the whole world, not 
just the Arabs and Musl�ms, but all the 
oppressed, all the reasonable and 
consc�ent�ous countr�es w�ll stand by the 
Palest�n�an people."

He emphas�zed the need to res�st th�s 
oppress�on, stat�ng that everyone �s 
aga�nst th�s oppress�on �n the�r hearts 
and on the�r tongues.

F�dan h�ghl�ghted that the whole world 
has un�ted on the Palest�n�an �ssue and 
that th�s oppress�on cannot cont�nue �n 
th�s way, stat�ng that very d�fferent 
consequences w�ll occur worldw�de.
He sa�d that �t �s �mposs�ble to fully feel 
the suffer�ng of the Palest�n�an people, 
but that the same d�ff�cult�es, problems, 
and angu�sh are shared w�th them. He 
stressed that th�s �s a duty both as a 
Musl�m and as a human.

F�dan concluded, "ere are many 
countr�es and people who feel l�ke us. As 
long as the�r sent�ments and v�ews are �n 
the r�ght place, and as long as they have 
the means, they w�ll cont�nue to offer 
every k�nd of support to the Palest�n�an 
cause. We may also see pol�t�cal events �n 
the world beg�nn�ng to take a new shape 
through the Palest�n�an cause. 
Internat�onal relat�ons have th�s nature. 
An event happen�ng somewhere m�ght 
not produce a result there, but �ts effects 
can tr�gger other events elsewhere. I 
s�ncerely bel�eve that the blood of the 
thousands of �nnocent women, ch�ldren, 
and c�v�l�ans who were martyred and 
murdered w�ll lead to great bless�ngs �n 
other parts of the world, and I already 
see that bless�ng.".”
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TÜRKSOY Secretary 
General Sultan Raev held 
a coord�nat�on meet�ng �n 

Aktau w�th Nurdaulet K�l�bay, the 
Governor of Mangystau Reg�on �n 
Kazakhstan, and other off�c�als.

Dur�ng the meet�ng, preparat�ons 
for the open�ng ceremony of 
"Aktau – 2025 Turk�c World 
Cap�tal of Culture," to be held on 
Apr�l 5, as well as events planned 
throughout the year �n the c�ty, 
were d�scussed.

Governor K�l�bay expressed 
grat�tude to the members of the 
TÜRKSOY Permanent Counc�l 
for select�ng Aktau as the "Turk�c 
World Cap�tal of Culture," stat�ng, 
"�s project, a�med at 
strengthen�ng the sp�r�tual bonds 
of the Turk�c World, �s a great 
honor and respons�b�l�ty for us. 
We must present our nat�onal 
culture and trad�t�ons �n the best 
way to our guests and promote the 
common values of the Turk�c 
peoples from Aktau to the world."

As part of h�s v�s�t to Kazakhstan, 
TÜRKSOY Secretary General 
Raev also met w�th Kazakhstan's 
M�n�ster of Informat�on and 
Culture, A�da Balayeva, �n the 
cap�tal, Astana.
Balayeva expressed her 
sat�sfact�on w�th the grow�ng 

scope of TÜRKSOY’s "Turk�c 
World Cap�tal of Culture" 
�n�t�at�ve each year and stated that 
they were del�ghted to host art�sts 
from all over the Turk�c World �n 
Aktau.

Raev emphas�zed the�r 
preparat�ons for a grand open�ng 
ceremony �n Aktau w�th extens�ve 
part�c�pat�on from across the 
Turk�c World, say�ng, "e 
open�ng ceremony, wh�ch we w�ll 
hold at the h�stor�c theater on the 
shores of the Casp�an Sea, w�ll be 
remembered for many years. 
Among the 'cultural cap�tals' we 
have des�gnated so far, Aktau 
holds a un�que pos�t�on as the first 
c�ty located on the shores of the 
Casp�an Sea. Geograph�cally, �t �s 
the center of the Turk�c World."

In add�t�on to the open�ng 
ceremony, Raev noted that many 
events would be organ�zed �n 
Aktau to enr�ch the c�ty's cultural 
and art�st�c l�fe.

e "Turk�c World Cap�tal of 
Culture" open�ng event, to be held 

outdoors �n Aktau—one of 
Kazakhstan’s most prom�nent 
tour�sm dest�nat�ons on the shores 
of the Casp�an Sea—�s expected to 
br�ng together over 500 art�sts, 
�nclud�ng 200 from Kazakhstan, 
along w�th thousands of 
enthus�asts of the Turk�c World.
Moreover, an ethnov�llage �s 
planned to be bu�lt �n Aktau, 
prov�d�ng v�s�tors w�th an 
opportun�ty to exper�ence the 
shared culture and trad�t�ons of 
Turk�c peoples wh�le allow�ng 
them to explore the reg�on’s 
h�stor�cal her�tage, trad�t�onal 
hand�cras, and local l�festyle up 
close.

Last year, Aktau took over the t�tle 
of "Turk�c World Cap�tal of 
Culture" from Anev, 
Turkmen�stan.

TÜRKSOY to Hold the Open�ng Ceremony of the "2025 
Turk�c World Cap�tal of Culture" �n Aktau on Apr�l 5

e Internat�onal 
Organ�zat�on of Turk�c 
Culture (TÜRKSOY) �s 
prepar�ng to host the 
open�ng ceremony of the 
"2025 Turk�c World Cap�tal 
of Culture" �n Aktau, 
Kazakhstan, on Apr�l 5, 
br�ng�ng together over 500 
art�sts from d�fferent reg�ons 
of the Turk�c World.
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Follow�ng the Turkey-
Azerba�jan-Uzbek�stan 
Tr�lateral Meet�ng of Fore�gn, 

Trade, Economy, and Transport 
M�n�sters held �n Ankara, M�n�ster 
Sa�dov spoke at a jo�nt press 
conference alongs�de Turk�sh Fore�gn 
M�n�ster Hakan F�dan and Azerba�jan� 
Fore�gn M�n�ster Jeyhun Bayramov.
Express�ng h�s condolences for those 
who lost the�r l�ves �n the hotel fire �n 
Bolu Kartalkaya, Sa�dov also w�shed a 
sw� recovery to the �njured.

M�n�ster Sa�dov noted that the 
tr�lateral meet�ng was more successful 
than expected, open�ng new hor�zons 
for strateg�c partnersh�ps among the 
three brotherly nat�ons. He recalled 
that th�s meet�ng was a cont�nuat�on of 
the first tr�lateral meet�ng held �n 
Tashkent �n 2022 and had become an 
effect�ve platform for d�scuss�ng and 
�mplement�ng strateg�c �n�t�at�ves.
H�ghl�ght�ng that the relat�ons between 
Uzbek�stan, Azerba�jan, and Turkey 
have reached an unprecedented level of 
development thanks to the pol�t�cal 
w�ll of the�r pres�dents, Sa�dov 
ment�oned that last year, h�s country 
s�gned agreements w�th Turkey to 
deepen the�r comprehens�ve strateg�c 
partnersh�p and elevated relat�ons w�th 
Azerba�jan to the level of all�ance.
Sa�dov stated, "ese meet�ngs are not 
only an �mportant step �n 
strengthen�ng tr�lateral cooperat�on 
but also open new opportun�t�es for 
b�lateral relat�ons based on strateg�c 
�nterests. In recent years, our 
cooperat�on �n both b�lateral and 

mult�lateral formats has 
reached an 
unprecedented 
level, ga�n�ng 
new dynam�cs 
and pract�cal 
d�mens�ons."

He further 
expla�ned that 
the meet�ng 
focused on 
strengthen�ng strateg�c 
partnersh�ps between 
Uzbek�stan, Azerba�jan, and Turkey �n 
reg�onal and �nternat�onal pol�t�cs, 
trade, economy, �nvestment, and 
transportat�on. e m�n�sters also 
developed new proposals to advance 
mutually benefic�al relat�ons and 
agreed on a systemat�c approach to 
d�alogue w�th�n �nternat�onal 
organ�zat�ons.

"We Are Determ�ned to Deepen 
Our Cooperat�on”

Sa�dov stressed that �n today's world, �t 
has become more �mportant than ever 
to effect�vely promote common 
�nterests on the global stage and adopt 
a un�fied approach to key �nternat�onal 
�ssues. He cont�nued:
"Desp�te the complex global s�tuat�on, 
under the strong pol�t�cal w�ll of 
Pres�dent Shavkat M�rz�yoyev, 
Uzbek�stan's open, construct�ve, and 
proact�ve fore�gn pol�cy has become a 
defin�ng character�st�c of the new 
Uzbek�stan �n the �nternat�onal arena. 

In th�s context, we are 
comm�tted not only 

to strengthen�ng 
good-ne�ghborly 
relat�ons �n 
Central As�a 
but also to 
deepen�ng 
mutually 

benefic�al 
cooperat�on w�th 

our strateg�c 
partners worldw�de. In 

today's �nterconnected 
world, econom�c d�plomacy �s one of 
the key p�llars of �nternat�onal 
relat�ons. Uzbek�stan seeks to leverage 
th�s tr�lateral cooperat�on to create new 
opportun�t�es �n th�s field."

He noted that the comb�ned 
populat�on of the three countr�es �s 
approach�ng 140 m�ll�on, emphas�z�ng 
that there �s potent�al to at least double 
trade volume �n the near future. Sa�dov 
also stated that dur�ng the meet�ng, the 
m�n�sters exchanged deta�led v�ews on 
act�vat�ng new mechan�sms to promote 
mutual trade.

H�ghl�ght�ng the �mportance of 
strateg�c geograph�cal pos�t�on�ng and 
trans�t potent�al of the three brotherly 
countr�es �n global log�st�cs cha�ns, 
Sa�dov sa�d that closer cooperat�on �n 
th�s area would not only stab�l�ze cargo 
transportat�on but also fac�l�tate the 
creat�on of new trade corr�dors that 
meet modern global market needs.
Sa�dov stated: "Today, Turkey and 
Azerba�jan serve as the western 

gateway of the M�ddle Corr�dor, wh�le 
Uzbek�stan, just l�ke the h�stor�c S�lk 
Road, �s emerg�ng as a strateg�c 
crossroads. We held extens�ve 
consultat�ons on ut�l�z�ng Uzbek�stan 
as a transportat�on and log�st�cs hub 
for Turk�sh and Azerba�jan� compan�es 
look�ng to expand �nto new markets. In 
part�cular, we d�scussed ways to 
enhance transportat�on eff�c�ency by 
leverag�ng the Kyrgyzstan-Uzbek�stan-
Turkmen�stan-Azerba�jan-Georg�a-
Turkey-Europe �nternat�onal transport 
corr�dor."

"We Congratulate Our Turk�sh 
Brothers”

Sa�dov underl�ned the �mportance of 
collect�vely promot�ng the�r shared 
h�story and the r�ch Turk�c-Islam�c 
culture on a global scale and 
cont�nued:
"In th�s context, we s�ncerely 
congratulate our Turk�sh brothers on 
the successful launch of the satell�te 
named aer the great scholar Ahmad 
al-Farghan� on January 14. �s 
h�stor�c event not only showcases 
Turkey’s sc�ent�fic and technolog�cal 
ach�evements but also h�ghl�ghts the 
�nseparable l�nk between our common 
cultural and �ntellectual her�tage and 
contemporary successes. We expressed 
our deep grat�tude to our Turk�sh 
colleagues for the�r s�gn�ficant 
contr�but�ons to promot�ng the legacy 
of our great ancestors, who made 
�nvaluable contr�but�ons to world 
c�v�l�zat�on.”

Uzbek�stan's Fore�gn M�n�ster Sa�dov Spoke at the Jo�nt 
Press Conference w�th F�dan and Bayramov

Uzbek�stan's Fore�gn 
M�n�ster Bakht�yor 
Sa�dov emphas�zed 
h�s country's 
comm�tment to 
strengthen�ng good-
ne�ghborly relat�ons 
�n Central As�a and 
deepen�ng mutually 
benefic�al cooperat�on 
w�th strateg�c 
partners both near 
and far.
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In Astana, the cap�tal of Kazakhstan, an exh�b�t�on t�tled "e 
Head of V�rtue �s Language: D�vanuLugat�'t-Türk" was opened 
to commemorate the 950th ann�versary of the wr�t�ng of 
Kaşgarlı Mahmud’s "D�vanuLugat�'t-Türk" d�ct�onary.

"D�vanuLugat�'t-Türk" Exh�b�t�on on the 
950th Ann�versary of �ts Wr�t�ng �n 
Kazakhstan

UKRAYNA ABONE TEMSİLCİSİ
Sofia BARNAS
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The exh�b�t�on, organ�zed by 
the Turk�sh Culture and 
Her�tage Foundat�on and the 

Turk�sh World Foundat�on, was 
�naugurated at the Kazakhstan 
Nat�onal Museum. It features a repl�ca 
of the D�vanuLugat�'t-Türk, along 
w�th �nformat�on about the work's 
h�story, journey, and content. 
Add�t�onally, Ezg� Karayel des�gned 
spec�al costumes �nsp�red by the 
Orhun �nscr�pt�ons, craed from a 
s�ngle mater�al, wh�ch were also 
showcased at the event.

Dur�ng the open�ng ceremony, the 
Pres�dent of the Turk�sh Culture and 
Her�tage Foundat�on, Aktotı 
Ra�mkulova, emphas�zed that the 
work serves as a un�fy�ng key for the 
Turk�c world. Ra�mkulova expressed 
the pr�de of �ntroduc�ng the work 
aga�n on �ts 950th ann�versary, 
h�ghl�ght�ng �ts �nvaluable 
contr�but�on to the da�ly l�fe, culture, 
and trad�t�ons of Turk�c peoples.

Turkey's Ambassador to Astana, 
Mustafa Kapucu, also shared h�s 
happ�ness about the exh�b�t�on, 
stat�ng, “When we see that lessons can 
st�ll be drawn from th�s work 
prepared ten centur�es ago, I have no 
doubt that the part�c�pants w�ll be 
�mpressed by the power and s�mpl�c�ty 
of th�s work.”
Kapucu underscored the �mportance 

of the exh�b�t�on meet�ng aud�ences �n 
many centers, stat�ng, "I bel�eve �t �s 
our duty to �ntroduce our shared 
her�tage to both our ch�ldren and the 
world �n th�s way.”

e Work Conta�ns Important 
Informat�on About the Turks
Deputy Pres�dent of the Turk�sh 

World Foundat�on, Osman Özsoy, 
expla�ned that the exh�b�t�on was first 
held last November �n B�shkek dur�ng 
the 11th Summ�t of the Heads of State 
of the Turk�c Counc�l and �s now 
be�ng held �n Astana. He shared that 
the only or�g�nal manuscr�pt of the 
work �s currently housed �n the M�llet 
L�brary �n Istanbul.

Özsoy ment�oned that the work 
conta�ns more than just words, say�ng, 
"It descr�bes how Turks l�ved �n the�r 
da�ly l�fe. It also �ncludes a map 
show�ng the geography where Turks 
l�ved dur�ng that t�me. �s Turk�stan-
centered map shows the reg�ons 
where Turks res�ded back then.”

He also po�nted out that there are 
around 250 proverbs �n the work, ten 
of wh�ch are �ncluded �n the 
exh�b�t�on. Examples such as “Out of 
s�ght, out of m�nd” and “Drop by 
drop, the lake �s formed” are w�dely 
used today �n Anatol�a, as well as �n 
Azerba�jan, Kazakhstan, and 
Kyrgyzstan. He emphas�zed that th�s 
cultural and l�ngu�st�c un�ty 
demonstrates how the Turk�sh 
language has l�ved on for thousands of 
years w�thout alterat�on.

e open�ng ceremony was attended 
by Kazakhstan’s M�n�ster of 
Informat�on and Culture, A�da 
Balayeva, Azerba�jan's M�n�ster of 
Culture, Ad�l Ker�ml�, Kazakhstan’s 
Deputy M�n�ster of Fore�gn Affa�rs, 
Al�bek Bakayev, Secretary-General of 
the Turk�c Counc�l, Kubanıçbek 
Ömüral�yev, and Pres�dent of the 
Turk�sh Academy, Şah�n Mustafayev, 
along w�th numerous �nv�ted guests 
and press members.
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Palest�n�ans �n Gaza oppose Trump's Gaza plan "at any cost.”
Palest�n�ans �n the 
Gaza Str�p have 
emphas�zed that 
they w�ll l�ve on 
the�r land "at any 
cost" and w�ll not 
abandon the�r 
homeland, reject�ng 
U.S. Pres�dent 
Donald Trump's 
plan to d�splace 
Gazans.

In statements, Gazans po�nted out 
that Israel's m�l�tary plans �n Gaza, 
wh�ch have cont�nued for more 

than 15 months, have fa�led. ey stated 
that any plan to force the Palest�n�an 
people from the�r land or to make them 
leave the�r homeland �s doomed to 
fa�lure.

"We w�ll rema�n on our land unt�l the 
last drop of our blood."

Feth� Ebu Ala, Pres�dent of the Rafah 
Serv�ces Sports Club, sa�d Trump's plan 
to d�splace Palest�n�ans �s an extens�on of 
prev�ous plans that forced the 
Palest�n�an people �nto ex�le.

Ebu Ala po�nted out that the Palest�n�an 
people have res�sted s�m�lar plans for 
years, stat�ng, “Trump's plan �s an 
�nvestment �n�t�at�ve under the gu�se of 
forced m�grat�on, and �t �s part of 
prev�ous plans that fa�led."
Gazan Sam� et-T�lav� also stated, 
"Palest�n�ans have deep roots �n the�r 
land, and we w�ll not accept any 
�n�t�at�ve a�med at uproot�ng us. Any 
attempt to force us �nto ex�le w�ll fa�l. No 
matter the c�rcumstances, they w�ll not 
succeed."

Emphas�z�ng h�s comm�tment to h�s 
homeland, T�lav� sa�d, "We w�ll rema�n 
on our land unt�l the last drop of our 
blood. Even �f the last ch�ld �s le, we 
w�ll not leave. Even �f some Arab 

countr�es try to �mplement th�s project, 
we do not accept �t."
"e Palest�n�an people prefer to stay on 
the�r land at any cost."

Palest�n�an woman Iman el-Kefar�ne, 
d�splaced due to Israel� attacks, firmly 
rejected be�ng forced �nto ex�le desp�te 
the d�ff�cult cond�t�ons they faced.
Kefar�ne h�ghl�ghted that she had been 
d�splaced mult�ple t�mes from northern 
Gaza to the south, say�ng, "But I am 
determ�ned, and no matter how hard the 
s�tuat�on gets, I w�ll never leave my 
homeland, I w�ll not leave Gaza. �s �s 
our land, and we w�ll not allow any party 
to dec�de our fate."
e Palest�n�an woman added, "e 
Palest�n�an people reject all mater�al 
temptat�ons or prom�ses of a better l�fe 
outs�de Gaza and prefer to stay on the�r 
land at any cost."
"I would prefer to be a martyr �n my 
homeland rather than l�ve �n a palace 
outs�de Gaza."

Hayfa el-Mısr� also rejected the forced 
m�grat�on plans, say�ng, "I would prefer 
to d�e �n Palest�ne than l�ve anywhere 
else."

e Gazan woman sa�d, "e cond�t�ons 
here are tough, but I would prefer to d�e 
a martyr �n my homeland rather than 
l�ve �n a palace outs�de Gaza. �s �s the 
land of honor and j�had, and we w�ll 
rema�n here unt�l our last day. I would 
prefer to l�ve �n hardsh�p �n Gaza than �n 
luxury elsewhere because we know very 
well that our honor and true happ�ness 
are not outs�de our homeland."
Trump’s plan to "take over" Gaza and 
forc�bly d�splace Palest�n�ans

Trump had sa�d �n a jo�nt press 
conference w�th Israel� Pr�me M�n�ster 
Benjam�n Netanyahu at the Wh�te 

House that the U.S. would take control 
of the Gaza Str�p.
Trump noted that Gaza had become a 
complete destruct�on zone and argued 
that �t would be better for Palest�n�ans to 
go to new settlements that would be 
bu�lt �n ne�ghbor�ng countr�es, espec�ally 
Egypt and Jordan.

He also cla�med that Palest�n�ans had no 
cho�ce but to leave Gaza.
Dur�ng Israel's attacks on the Gaza Str�p 
from October 7, 2023, to January 19, 
2025, when the ceasefire took effect, 
more than 61,000 Palest�n�ans were 
k�lled, �nclud�ng more than 14,000 who 
went m�ss�ng under rubble.

Israel's attacks targeted the 
�nfrastructure, hosp�tals, and schools 
where d�splaced Palest�n�ans were 
sheltered. Approx�mately 2 m�ll�on 
people were d�splaced �n Gaza, wh�ch 
has a populat�on of 2.3 m�ll�on.
Desp�te the long blockade on 
human�tar�an a�d and the target�ng of 
hosp�tals and even tents by the Israel� 
army, the people of Gaza cont�nue to 
reject the forced m�grat�on plans.
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he h�stor�cal bu�ld�ng, �nsp�red by TAlban�an and Ottoman 
arch�tecture, was constructed �n 

1764 �n the town of Akçah�sar, located �n 
the central part of the country, and has 
been serv�ng as the Akçah�sar Ethnography 
Museum s�nce 1989.

Regarded as one of the best examples of �ts 
k�nd �n the Balkans, the museum �s 
cons�dered one of the most �mportant 
elements of Alban�a’s cultural and 
h�stor�cal her�tage.
At the museum, many art�facts rang�ng 
from the Ottoman era to modern t�mes are 
d�splayed �n areas d�v�ded �nto d�fferent 
rooms. Among the exh�b�ts are cloth�ng, 
k�tchenware, weapons, household �tems, 
and hand�cras.

e museum cons�sts of areas such as the 
guest room, women's room, k�tchen, 
nat�onal cloth�ng room, hamam (Turk�sh 
bath), and shepherd's room. It also features 
a room ded�cated to var�ous cras, an ol�ve 
o�l process�ng and product�on room, a 
sect�on for the trad�t�onal Alban�an felt hat 
called "Pl�s," a room for shawls, 
blacksm�th�ng, ceram�c product�on, and a 
m�ll.
e museum also uses v�rtual real�ty (VR) 
technology, allow�ng v�s�tors to take a 
"journey" through the reg�on’s culture and 
trad�t�ons w�th VR equ�pment.
Akçah�sar Ethnography Museum D�rector 
Mehd� Hafiz� prov�ded �nformat�on about 
the museum to AA reporters, not�ng that 
the preservat�on of the products here �s 
s�gn�ficant for the country's h�story.

Approx�mately 1,100 art�facts are 
d�splayed �n the museum.
Hafiz� ment�oned that around 1100 

art�facts, rang�ng from 50 to 500 years old, 
are d�splayed �n the museum, w�th each 
art�fact be�ng valuable �n �ts own category.

He also ment�oned that the h�stor�cal 
bu�ld�ng where the museum �s located has 
a sect�on w�th enclosed verandas. "e way 
the era's l�festyle �s showcased attracts great 
�nterest from fore�gn v�s�tors. e museum 
�s regarded as the best ethnography 
museum of �ts k�nd �n the Balkans," Hafiz� 
sa�d.
Hafiz� po�nted out that tour�sts from 
var�ous places �n Europe and the U.S. show 
�nterest �n the museum, not�ng that 
"Ital�ans, French, Germans, and Turks 
greatly adm�re the museum, but we also 
have v�s�tors from Balkan countr�es."
He added that Alban�ans also show �nterest 
�n the museum, stat�ng, "I bel�eve that th�s 
museum, where the culture �s carefully 
preserved and h�ghly apprec�ated �n �ts 
category, knows no geograph�cal 
boundar�es."

SOURCE: VEDAT KURT

e Akçah�sar Ethnography 
Museum �n Alban�a �s among 
the attract�on centers of the 
Balkans
e Akçah�sar Ethnography Museum, 
located �n the center of the Balkans, 
�ntroduces the l�festyle, hand�cras, and 
trad�t�ons of the Alban�ans developed over 
centur�es.

Ers�n Tatar: We �nformed that 
we w�ll part�c�pate �n the 
meet�ng �n Geneva.
Pres�dent Ers�n Tatar stated that aer h�s 
meet�ng w�th UN Deputy Secretary-General 
Rosemary D�Carlo, he �nformed her that they 
could part�c�pate �n the upcom�ng meet�ng to 
be held �n Geneva on March 17-18.

res�dent Ers�n Tatar made a Pstatement aer h�s meet�ng w�th 
UN Deputy Secretary-General 

Rosemary D�Carlo, who �s on the �sland to 
d�scuss the Cyprus �ssue and preparat�ons 
for an �nformal meet�ng.
 Tatar ment�oned that they had a one-and-
a-half-hour meet�ng w�th D�Carlo on 
var�ous top�cs, and the meet�ng was 
pos�t�ve. He sa�d that the upcom�ng 
�nformal meet�ng, planned to take place �n 
Geneva �n March, was d�scussed, and he 
expressed h�s bel�ef that �t would be 
benefic�al for all part�es to attend.
Tatar sa�d that he �nformed D�Carlo that 
they had approved the�r part�c�pat�on �n the 
meet�ng on March 17-18. He added that 
preparat�ons would cont�nue before the 
meet�ng, emphas�z�ng that there are two 
s�des, two sovere�gn peoples, and two states 
on the �sland.
Pres�dent Tatar stated that for a 
construct�ve step to be taken towards a 
solut�on, the sovere�gnty, equal r�ghts, and 
equal �nternat�onal status of the Turk�sh 
Cypr�ot people must be recogn�zed.

"TURKISH PEOPLE ARE THE 
PRIMARY ELEMENT”
Tatar, stat�ng that the Turk�sh Cypr�ot 
people are the pr�mary element �n Cyprus 
and have a natural r�ght to sovere�gnty, 
noted that he conveyed the v�tal r�ghts of 
the Turk�sh Cypr�ot people dur�ng the 
meet�ng. He ment�oned that the �solat�ons 
�mposed were a v�olat�on of human r�ghts 
and unjust pun�shment �n th�s day and age, 
and emphas�zed, "We w�ll never accept an 
agreement that compl�cates our l�ves."
Tatar stressed that for a fa�r, last�ng, and 
susta�nable agreement, the sens�t�v�t�es of 
the Turk�sh Cypr�ot people and the 
exper�ences of the past 60 years on the 
�sland must be taken �nto account. He 
po�nted out that the Greek Cypr�ots have 
rejected every agreement, but the Turk�sh 
Cypr�ot people are l�v�ng under embargo, 
wh�ch he stated �s unacceptable. He called 
on the UN to take act�on on th�s matter, 

h�ghl�ght�ng the necess�ty of open�ng d�rect 
��ghts, d�rect contact, and d�rect trade.
Tatar ment�oned that there could be 
cooperat�on between the two equal s�des on 
many �ssues, �nclud�ng energy and tour�sm, 
as well as at the cross�ng po�nts. He also 
d�scussed the poss�b�l�ty of cooperat�on 
regard�ng new cross�ng po�nts, wh�ch had 
been addressed dur�ng the tr�part�te 
meet�ng �n New York, and stated that there 
are n�ne cross�ng po�nts, w�th the major�ty 
of the traff�c (65%) occurr�ng at Metehan. 
He noted that Metehan can no longer 
handle th�s volume and that �t causes 
problems for both s�des. He added that they 
had proposed open�ng new cross�ng po�nts 
at Haspolat and Akıncılar but had not 
rece�ved a response.
Tatar sa�d that the Greek Cypr�ot s�de has 
exceeded the framework and �s seek�ng 
trans�t passage, but th�s cannot be accepted. 
He also ment�oned the d�ff�cult�es related to 
the P�le Y�ğ�tler road.

"WE CONFIRMED THAT WE CAN 
PARTICIPATE IN THE GENEVA 
MEETING”
Tatar expressed that cooperat�on could be 
benefic�al for both s�des, but the other s�de 
does not accept �t. He re�terated that the 
Turk�sh Republ�c of Northern Cyprus 
(TRNC) ex�sts and w�ll cont�nue to ex�st. 
He stated that they bel�eve an agreement 
can be reached through negot�at�ons, but 
th�s �s cond�t�onal. Tatar also ment�oned 
that dur�ng the meet�ng, he had ra�sed the 
�ssue of people of Turk�sh descent be�ng 
unable to cross to the south, and they asked 
for th�s d�scomfort to be commun�cated to 
the other s�de.

Pres�dent Tatar emphas�zed that they 
expressed the core �ssues of the Cyprus 
problem dur�ng the meet�ng, and 
concluded by stat�ng that they had 
confirmed the�r part�c�pat�on �n the 
�nformal meet�ng planned to take place �n 
Geneva on March 17-18. He descr�bed the 
meet�ng as a product�ve one.
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A New Era �n Azerba�jan-Somal�a Relat�ons

Accord�ng to a statement 
from the Azerba�jan� 
pres�dency, Al�yev 

welcomed Mohamud w�th an 
off�c�al ceremony, and the nat�onal 
anthems of both countr�es were 
played dur�ng the event. Follow�ng 
the�r b�lateral talks, Al�yev and 
Mohamud held a jo�nt press 
conference.
Al�yev referred to Mohamud's v�s�t 
as a "h�stor�c v�s�t" and stated that 
th�s h�gh-level v�s�t would mark the 
beg�nn�ng of a new chapter �n the 
relat�ons between Azerba�jan and 
Somal�a. He added that they had 
d�scussed the geopol�t�cal s�tuat�on 
�n the�r reg�ons and the challenges 
both countr�es face. ey also 
confirmed the�r mutual support for 
each other's terr�tor�al �ntegr�ty and 
sovere�gnty, and re�terated the�r 
jo�nt stance aga�nst terror�sm and 
extrem�sm.
Azerba�jan Interested �n 
Agr�cultural and Infrastructure 
Investments �n Somal�a
Al�yev shared h�s exper�ences �n 
attract�ng �nvestments and creat�ng 
a favorable bus�ness env�ronment 
w�th h�s Somal� counterpart. He 
ment�oned that Azerba�jan was 
w�ll�ng to make �nvestments �n 
Somal�a �n agr�culture and 
�nfrastructure.
Al�yev also h�ghl�ghted that 
although the number of Somal� 
students study�ng �n Azerba�jan 
w�th scholarsh�ps was small, they 
�ntended to �ncrease that number.

On defense cooperat�on, Al�yev 
stated that Azerba�jan had bu�lt a 
strong defense �ndustry by 
produc�ng most of �ts defense 
equ�pment domest�cally. He 
ment�oned that Mohamud would 
v�s�t Azerba�jan's defense �ndustry 
fac�l�t�es and meet w�th spec�al 
forces personnel. He stressed that 
cooperat�on �n defense, jo�nt 
tra�n�ng, jo�nt product�on, and the 
supply of defense �ndustry products 
from Azerba�jan to Somal�a should 
be �mportant areas of cooperat�on.

Al�yev also spoke about the ASAN 
Serv�ce, a government serv�ce model 
�n Azerba�jan that consol�dates all 
state serv�ces under one roof, and 
suggested that Somal�a could 
establ�sh a s�m�lar �nst�tut�on based 
on Azerba�jan's exper�ence.
“We are ready to learn from 
Azerba�jan’s exper�ences,”

Pres�dent Mohamud expressed great 
honor �n be�ng the first Somal� 
pres�dent to v�s�t Azerba�jan. He 
emphas�zed that a new era had 

begun �n Azerba�jan-Somal�a 
relat�ons. He stated, “We are ready 
to learn from Azerba�jan’s 
exper�ences. All the areas of 
cooperat�on you ment�oned w�ll be 
benefic�al to Somal�a. Somal�a �s a 
country trans�t�on�ng from d�ff�cult 
t�mes to a br�ght future. Somal�a has 
r�ch resources and great potent�al, 
but the cond�t�ons d�d not allow for 
development. W�th good partners 
l�ke Azerba�jan, the potent�al of our 
country w�ll be real�zed and made 
pred�ctable.”
Mohamud also pra�sed Azerba�jan’s 
ach�evements �n energy, 
�nfrastructure, secur�ty, and 
educat�on, stat�ng, “Azerba�jan can 
see Somal�a as a gateway to 
emerg�ng Afr�can markets, 
espec�ally �n trade and log�st�cs.”
Agreements S�gned Between 
Azerba�jan and Somal�a

Dur�ng the ceremony attended by 
both Al�yev and Mohamud, and 
w�th the part�c�pat�on of relevant 
m�n�sters and off�c�als, four 
agreements were s�gned �n the areas 
of state serv�ces, green energy, 
educat�on, and defense and defense 
�ndustry cooperat�on.

Azerba�jan� Pres�dent 
Ilham Al�yev met w�th 
Somal� Pres�dent Hassan 
She�kh Mohamud, s�gn�ng 
agreements to strengthen 
the b�lateral t�es between 
the two countr�es. Al�yev 
cons�dered Mohamud's 
v�s�t h�stor�c and 
emphas�zed that both 
countr�es would cont�nue 
to support and collaborate 
w�th each other.
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Oğuzhan Akyener, Pres�dent 
of the Turk�sh Energy 
Strateg�es and Pol�c�es 

Research Center (TESPAM), stated 
that the �ncreas�ng energy �ntegrat�on 
and cooperat�on w�th�n the Turk�c 
world, Turkey's goal of becom�ng a 
natural gas trade hub, and the 
poss�b�l�ty of prov�d�ng an alternat�ve 
to Russ�an gas for the European 
Un�on have brought Turkmen gas 
back �nto focus.

Akyener noted that d�fferent opt�ons 
for the transportat�on of Turkmen 

gas are be�ng cons�dered, �nclud�ng a 
swap route through Iran or the long-
term construct�on of the Trans-
Casp�an p�pel�ne.
Although the volume of Turkmen gas 
�s not large, Akyener emphas�zed �ts 
s�gn�ficance �n strengthen�ng 
relat�ons w�th Turk�c states, stat�ng, 
"We don’t necessar�ly have to 
transport th�s gas d�rectly to the 
West. We can even use �t �n our 
eastern reg�ons. e key �s to 

�ntegrate �t �nto our system."

D�scuss�ng the �mpact of Turkmen 
gas on markets, Akyener cont�nued:
"�s development w�ll enhance 
Turkey's geostrateg�c pos�t�on, 
re�nforce �ts goal of becom�ng a 
natural gas trade hub, and contr�bute, 
even �f sl�ghtly, to energy supply 
secur�ty. Once th�s trade beg�ns, new 
�nvestment opportun�t�es and larger-
scale trade d�scuss�ons w�ll naturally 
follow. Add�t�onally, �t w�ll help 
clar�fy the pos�t�ons of countr�es 
along the relevant routes, part�cularly 
w�th�n the framework of swap 
opt�ons.”

Akyener po�nted out that Turkey has 
been supply�ng gas to European 
countr�es �n recent years and added:
"Even small volumes of add�t�onal gas 
supply enabl�ng Turkey to feed the 
Balkan countr�es w�ll result �n 
s�gn�ficant benefits. Wh�le 2 b�ll�on 
cub�c meters may seem negl�g�ble, �t 
marks an �mportant start�ng po�nt. 
�s step w�ll encourage the Turk�c 
world to focus on cooperat�on �n th�s 
area, lay�ng the groundwork for 
major agreements �n the future.”

He also noted that �f favorable 
�nvestment cond�t�ons and export 
corr�dors are establ�shed, 
Turkmen�stan could export up to 65 
b�ll�on cub�c meters of gas by 2050. 
"erefore, I bel�eve �t �s �n the 
�nterest of both Europe and the U.S. 
to support these processes. e 
�ntegrat�on of even 2 b�ll�on cub�c 
meters of gas �nto the Turk�c world 

could pave the way for a corr�dor 
capable of reach�ng 100 b�ll�on cub�c 
meters �n the future," Akyener stated.

e Turkmen Gas Plan Dates Back 
to the 1990s

Turkmen�stan, wh�ch stands out 
among the Turk�c republ�cs w�th �ts 
vast natural gas reserves, has been 
plann�ng to supply gas to Turkey 
s�nce the 1990s.

Although an agreement was s�gned 
between Ankara and Ashgabat aer 
Turkmen�stan ga�ned �ndependence 
from the Sov�et Un�on �n 1991, gas 
del�ver�es could not be real�zed due 
to var�ous reasons.

Over the past 30 years, Turkmen�stan 
has taken s�gn�ficant steps to d�vers�fy 
�ts gas export markets, �ncreas�ng �ts 
annual gas product�on to 
approx�mately 80 b�ll�on cub�c 
meters. e country currently 
exports 40 b�ll�on cub�c meters of th�s 
amount to Ch�na, Iran, and Russ�a.
Meanwh�le, Turkey has �mplemented 
major �nfrastructure projects, 
�nclud�ng p�pel�ne �mports from 
Russ�a, Azerba�jan, and Iran, as well 
as l�quefied natural gas (LNG) 
�mports from var�ous countr�es, to 
d�vers�fy �ts gas supply.

W�th the add�t�on of �ts Black Sea gas 
product�on, Turkey has trans�t�oned 
from be�ng a gas-�mport�ng country 
to a gas-export�ng country, supply�ng 
energy to Europe.

Türk�ye to 
Enhance Energy 
Supply Secur�ty 
and Strengthen Its 
Goal of Becom�ng 
a Natural Gas Hub 
w�th Turkmen Gas 
Supply Start�ng 
March 1

e agreement s�gned for the supply of Turkmen gas w�ll 
contr�bute to Turkey's goal of becom�ng a natural gas hub.
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The cult�vat�on of �ax dates back 
to around 2000 BC �n Anatol�a, 
where �t was produced for 

many years �n reg�ons such as Man�sa, 
Trabzon, R�ze, Kastamonu, and Mard�n, 
as well as �n the M�ddle East �n places 
l�ke Mosul and Baghdad. However, �ts 
product�on �n Anatol�a has 
unfortunately decl�ned over t�me. In 
contrast, the s�tuat�on �n Kazakhstan 
has been qu�te the oppos�te, w�th 
�ncreased �ncent�ves for �axseed 
cult�vat�on. Due to h�gh y�elds and 
super�or product qual�ty, even Russ�a, 
wh�ch holds a large share of the global 

�axseed market, seeks �mports from 
Kazakhstan. e heal�ng power h�dden 
�ns�de these del�cate brown seeds has 
recently attracted the attent�on of 
modern sc�ence, w�th new benefits 
be�ng d�scovered every day. Let’s explore 
the secrets of th�s m�raculous seed 
together.

Act�ve Components of Flaxseed
Flaxseed �s l�ke a nature laboratory w�th 
�ts r�ch components. Omega-3 fatty 
ac�ds, part�cularly alpha-l�nolen�c ac�d 
(ALA), are among the most essent�al 
fats that the body cannot produce on �ts 
own. Add�t�onally, l�gnans, wh�ch are 
powerful ant�ox�dant compounds, are 
some of the most remarkable 
components of �axseed. �s seed �s 
also r�ch �n fiber and conta�ns 
�mportant m�nerals such as prote�n, B 
v�tam�ns, magnes�um, and z�nc. ese 
components turn �axseed �nto not just 
a food source but a natural med�c�ne.

A Sh�eld for Heart and Vascular 
Health
Omega-3 fatty ac�ds enhance the 
elast�c�ty of blood vessels, reduc�ng the 
r�sk of heart attacks and strokes. ey 
help balance blood pressure, lower bad 
cholesterol, and �ncrease good 
cholesterol. us, �axseed stands out as 
a heart-healthy food.

e S�lent Hero of the D�gest�ve System
Because �axseed �s r�ch �n fiber, �t 
regulates bowel movements, prevents 
const�pat�on, and a�ds d�gest�on. It also 
supports the �ntest�nal �ora, 
contr�but�ng to the more effect�ve 
funct�on�ng of prob�ot�cs.

Natural Support for Blood Sugar 
Regulat�on
Flaxseed, w�th �ts slowly d�gested 
complex structure, prevents the sudden 
sp�kes and drops �n blood sugar levels. 
�s makes �t a natural regulator, 
part�cularly benefic�al for d�abetes 
pat�ents.

e Ant�ox�dant Power at Protects 
the Body
L�gnans protect the body from the 
damage caused by free rad�cals and 
prevent cell damage. �s ant�ox�dant 
structure also plays a role �n hormone 
regulat�on, help�ng to prevent hormone-
related d�seases.

Natural Sk�n and Ha�r Care
Omega-3 fatty ac�ds help ma�nta�n the 
sk�n’s mo�sture balance, prevent 

dryness, and strengthen the sk�n 
barr�er. ey also nour�sh ha�r roots, 
lead�ng to stronger, sh�n�er, and 
health�er ha�r. Flaxseed o�l prov�des a 
natural solut�on for sk�n problems l�ke 
acne and eczema by reduc�ng 
�n�ammat�on.

Uses and Forms
Flaxseed �s a versat�le plant w�th a w�de 
range of appl�cat�ons, from nutr�t�on to 
cosmet�cs, healthcare to �ndustry.

• Nutr�t�on: Ground �axseed can be 
added to breakfast cereals, yogurt, 
salads, and soups. Consum�ng one or 
two tablespoons da�ly helps meet the 
body’s nutr�t�onal needs.
• Flaxseed O�l: e cold-pressed o�l �s 
used �n salad dress�ngs, cold d�shes, and 
sk�ncare.

• Natural Cosmet�cs: Flaxseed o�l �s a 
common �ngred�ent �n fac�al masks, 
ha�r care o�ls, and mo�stur�z�ng creams.
• Pharmaceut�cal Industry: Due to �ts 
act�ve compounds, �t �s used as a 
support�ve �ngred�ent �n some 
med�c�nes.

�ngs to Cons�der
L�ke any natural product, �axseed 
should be consumed consc�ously. 
Overconsumpt�on can have adverse 
effects on the d�gest�ve system. People 
who use blood th�nners, pregnant 
women, and �nd�v�duals w�th chron�c 
cond�t�ons should exerc�se caut�on 
before us�ng �axseed.

F�nal oughts
Flaxseed �s a un�que treasure that nature 
has g�ven us. Used as a heal�ng source 
for centur�es, th�s t�ny seed cont�nues to 
be one of the keys to a healthy l�fe �n 
modern t�mes. When used correctly 
and regularly, �t �s l�ke an el�x�r of l�fe, 
offer�ng countless benefits to our 
bod�es. Isn’t �t t�me to �ncorporate th�s 
m�racle of nature �nto our l�ves for a 
health�er future?

Flaxseed: Nature's 
M�raculous Treasure
Flaxseed �s obta�ned from the �ax plant, 
wh�ch predom�nantly grows �n temperate 
cl�mates. Although many Turk�c republ�cs 
around the world produce �t, countr�es l�ke 
Russ�a and Kazakhstan are leaders �n 
�axseed product�on.
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