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"We Trust and Support Our Youth �n 
Every F�eld of L�fe”
Pres�dent Erdoğan, �n h�s speech at the 7th Ord�nary Congress of the AK 
Party Youth Branch, stated, "We are bu�ld�ng a Turkey where our youth can 
l�ve comfortably and express themselves freely, together w�th you, our young 
people. We trust and support our youth �n every field of l�fe.”

Страниц 13

Kyrgyzstan Pres�dent 
Caparov Marks 4th 
Year �n Power

Page 5

Hakan F�dan �n Baghdad: 
"We Des�re Close 
Relat�ons 
Between the New 
Governments of Iraq and 
Syr�a”

Zelensky: "Ukra�ne Needs at 
Least 200,000 Peacekeep�ng 
Troops for a Ceasefire”

Kazakhstan to Accelerate 
Nuclear Power Plant 
Construct�on Due to Electr�c�ty 
Shortage

OTS Secretary General Congratulates 
the Successful Launch of Nat�onal 
Satell�te Fergan� FGN-100-d1

Martyrs Commemorated 
on the 67th Ann�versary of 
the Res�stance Aga�nst 
Br�t�sh Colon�al Rule �n 
the TRNC

Healthcare Workers 
Serv�ng �n D�fferent 
Countr�es Call the Events 
�n Gaza "Genoc�de”

Kyrgyzstan Establ�shes 
Nat�onal Art�fic�al 
Intell�gence Counc�l

Put�n: Negot�at�ng w�th 
Ukra�ne Now Would Not Be 
Leg�t�mate

Dur�ng h�s v�s�t to Baghdad, Turk�sh 
Fore�gn M�n�ster Hakan F�dan 
expressed Turkey's des�re for the 
establ�shment of "close relat�ons" 
between the new governments of Iraq 
and Syr�a. F�dan also called for the 
creat�on of an all�ance to fight ISIS, 
�nclud�ng Syr�a and Jordan, to further 
strengthen the reg�on's secur�ty.

Secretary General of the Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States (OTS), 
Ambassador Kubanychbek Omural�ev, �ssued a congratulatory 
message follow�ng the successful launch and orb�tal placement of 
Türk�ye’s largest satell�te, FGN-100-d1, wh�ch was nat�onally 
developed by Fergan� Space and manufactured by a pr�vate 
company.
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e first act�v�ty of the 
Turk�c World Inst�tute for 
Human Resources 
Development took place �n 
Türk�ye

Serb�an Pres�dent Vuc�c: If a 
New Government Is Not 
Formed, Elect�ons W�ll Be 
Announced

Dur�ng Pres�dent Sadyr Japarov's 
four-year tenure, s�gn�ficant 
emphas�s has been placed on 
fight�ng organ�zed cr�me and 

corrupt�on, wh�le a longstand�ng border d�spute w�th Taj�k�stan, wh�ch had led 
to deadly clashes, was resolved.
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Healthcare workers from var�ous 
countr�es have descr�bed the events �n 
Gaza, wh�ch has been cont�nuously 
attacked by Israel s�nce October 2023, as 
“genoc�de.”
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Pres�dent and AK Party 
Cha�rman Recep Tayy�p 
Erdoğan attended the AK 

Party Youth Branch 7th Ord�nary 
Congress held at the Ankara Indoor 
Sports Hall and del�vered a speech. 
Extend�ng h�s warm greet�ngs to all 
young secur�ty forces defend�ng the 
homeland both w�th�n and beyond the 
borders, Pres�dent Erdoğan also 
saluted, on behalf of AK Youth, the 
brave youth of Palest�ne and Gaza who 
res�st Israel� state terror�sm, and the 
revolut�onary youth of Syr�a who 
brought an end to Baath oppress�on 
w�th an ep�c v�ctory.

Remember�ng w�th mercy all the 
heroes and young people who fell �n 
the treacherous attacks of terror�st 
organ�zat�ons, Pres�dent Erdoğan 
prayed for Allah's mercy for Abdullah 
Tayy�p Olçok, Mah�r Ayabakan, 
Mutlucan Kılıç, and all other young 
martyrs who bravely faced the bullets 
of FETO tra�tors on the n�ght of July 
15.

"YOU ARE THE FUTURE OF THIS 
NATION, ITS BRIGHT 
TOMORROWS”

Rec�t�ng Abdurrah�m Karakoç's poem 
"Message to the Youth," Pres�dent 
Erdoğan sa�d: "Dear youth; th�s �s your 
path, your purpose, your goal, your 
hor�zon. Your hor�zon �s the hor�zon of 
Hoca Ahmet Yesev�. Your hor�zon �s 
the hor�zon of Yunus Emre and Hacı 
Bektaş-ı Vel�. Your hor�zon �s the 
hor�zon of B�lge Khans and Alparslans. 
Your hor�zon �s the hor�zon of Fat�h 
Sultan Mehmet, who sa�d, 'E�ther I 
conquer Istanbul or Istanbul conquers 
me,' and Yavuz Sultan Sel�m, who 
brought the world to �ts knees. Your 
hor�zon �s the hor�zon of great 
statesmen whose w�sdom could not be 
conta�ned �n pol�t�cal treat�ses, all of 
whom we remember w�th mercy today. 
Your hor�zon �s the hor�zon of the 
brave heroes of �ndependence and the 
future, the martyrs, and the veterans. 
Your hor�zon �s the hor�zon of the 
Kuva-y� M�ll�ye. Your hor�zon �s the 
hor�zon of the Anatol�an alp warr�ors, 
derv�shes, akh�s, and bac�s who made 
these lands a homeland. Your hor�zon 

�s the hor�zon of our wr�ters, scholars, 
and sages who �ntr�cately embro�dered 
th�s geography and kneaded �t w�th the 
dough of brotherhood."

Address�ng the youth, Pres�dent 
Erdoğan sa�d, "Mehmet Ak�f 's dream 
of 'Asım's Generat�on' �s real�zed �n 
you. Üstat Nec�p Fazıl's 'Ideal Youth 
Dream' �s �nterpreted through you. e 
late Seza� Karakoç's 'Resurrect�on 
Generat�on' finds �ts embod�ment �n 
you." He cont�nued: "e dreams of 
our cause devotees, who ded�cated 
the�r l�ves to the exaltat�on of Allah's 
word, are com�ng true �n you. You are 
all at the age when Fat�h conquered 
Istanbul. You must all be �n the sp�r�t 
and fa�th of Fat�h when he conquered 
Istanbul. Remember, each of you �s a 
Turkey �n your own r�ght. You are the 
future of th�s nat�on, �ts br�ght 
tomorrows. You are the hope of 
l�berat�on for the oppressed, the 
powerful vo�ce of the free world. You 
are not just the future of Turkey but 
also the resurrect�on sold�ers of a 
world plunged �nto oppress�on and 
darkness. You are the youth of a great 
country. You are the he�rs of a great 
c�v�l�zat�on. You are the ch�ldren of a 
great nat�on w�th consc�ence, nob�l�ty, 
and �ntegr�ty. I wholeheartedly salute 
each of you and congratulate you all."

Express�ng h�s grat�tude to Allah for 
grant�ng h�m loyal, d�l�gent, and 
combat�ve compan�ons l�ke AK Youth, 
Pres�dent Erdoğan also prayed for the 
late Betül Önderoğlu, a member of the 
AK Party Ankara Youth Branch 
Execut�ve Board, who lost her l�fe �n a 
traff�c acc�dent.

Not�ng that a change of leadersh�p was 
tak�ng place �n the youth branch today, 
Pres�dent Erdoğan congratulated İzm�r 
Deputy Eyyüp Kad�r İnan, who 
successfully served as the youth branch 
cha�rman for four years, for h�s 
s�gn�ficant contr�but�ons both w�th�n 
the party and the youth branch. He 
also congratulated Yusuf İb�ş, who 
took over the youth branch 
cha�rmansh�p, express�ng h�s heartfelt 
bel�ef that İb�ş would fulfill th�s duty 
adm�rably. Pres�dent Erdoğan also 
acknowledged and pra�sed prev�ous 
youth branch cha�rmen.

"WE ARE SHAPING THE FUTURE 
OF OUR NATION TOGETHER 
WITH OUR YOUTH”

Pres�dent Erdoğan emphas�zed that 
they are bu�ld�ng a Turkey where 
young people can l�ve comfortably and 
express themselves freely, together 
w�th the youth.

Stat�ng that they trust and support 
young people �n every field of l�fe, 
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d that desp�te all 
object�ons from those who v�ew youth 
as "w�ndow dress�ng," they lowered the 
el�g�b�l�ty age for elect�on first from 30 
to 25 and then to 18, rejuvenat�ng 
pol�t�cs.

Pres�dent Erdoğan noted: "Wh�le some 
say, 'Youth cannot do �t, youth cannot 
handle �t,' we, on the contrary, say, 
'Only the youth can accompl�sh th�s, 
only the youth can do �t,' and placed 
the ch�ldren of th�s country at the 
center of our pol�c�es. Together w�th 
you, our youth, we are shap�ng the 

future of our nat�on, wh�ch Üstat 
Nec�p Fazıl descr�bed as 'those 
gathered around a center of fa�th.' In 
our youth branch, wh�ch we see as a 
school, a youth �s grow�ng up that �s 
pass�onate about th�s country and 
nat�on, deeply connected to �ts 
�ndependence and future, 
knowledgeable, cultured, eth�cal, 
v�rtuous, and equ�pped. A youth �s 
com�ng w�th thunderous steps, a youth 
w�th a sense of cause eth�cs, who, when 
asked 'Who �s there?' responds w�thout 
look�ng le or r�ght, 'I am here,' and 
says, 'Where I am not, no one �s.'"

"WE HAVE MOBILIZED ALL OUR 
RESOURCES FOR OUR YOUTH”

Pres�dent Erdoğan stated that four of 
the five youngest members of 
parl�ament, the man�festat�on of 
nat�onal w�ll �n the Grand Nat�onal 
Assembly, represent the people from 
the ranks of the AK Party, work�ng and 
str�v�ng for the youth, and be�ng the 
vo�ce of the�r demands.

Not�ng that the AK Party Youth 
Branch Organ�zat�on, w�th nearly 1 
m�ll�on members, now surpasses the 
populat�on of 37 countr�es reg�stered 
w�th the Un�ted Nat�ons, Pres�dent 
Erdoğan sa�d: "�s number �s h�gher 
than the total membersh�p of many 
pol�t�cal part�es �n Turkey. In just the 
last four years, 700,000 young people 
jo�ned our party's youth branch. ey 
sa�d, 'I am also part of the cause of 
serv�ng the nat�on.' e AK Party 
Youth Branch, thankfully, br�ngs 
together young people whose hearts 
beat for the�r country and nat�on, 
strengthen�ng our �deal of a great and 
powerful Turkey. I want to emphas�ze 
and procla�m th�s truth once aga�n 
today; th�s youth �s not a rootless, 
soulless, unconsc�ous youth that 
defaces Istanbul's walls w�th wr�t�ngs 
l�ke 'Oppress�on began �n 1453.' �s 
youth �s not a vandal youth that burns 
and destroys streets, loots the property 
of shopkeepers because a few trees 
were relocated."

Pres�dent Erdoğan stated that th�s 
youth �s not a dece�ved youth that 
shoots at sold�ers, throws Molotov 

"We Trust and Support Our Youth �n 
Every F�eld of L�fe”
Pres�dent Erdoğan, �n h�s speech at the 7th Ord�nary Congress of the 
AK Party Youth Branch, stated, "We are bu�ld�ng a Turkey where our 
youth can l�ve comfortably and express themselves freely, together w�th 
you, our young people. We trust and support our youth �n every field of 
l�fe.”
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cockta�ls, stones, and bottles at the 
pol�ce, add�ng: "�s youth �s not a 
heartless youth that mocks the pa�n of 
our fam�l�es the day aer we lost 78 
l�ves on a black day. �s youth �s not a 
youth filled w�th hatred, anger, and 
resentment towards �ts own state and 
people. On the contrary, th�s youth �s a 
youth that holds 1453 �n h�gh esteem. 
�s youth �s a youth that embraces the 
sp�r�t of conquest and Fat�h Sultan 
Mehmet. �s youth �s a nat�onal 
youth �n love w�th �ts �ag, �ts 
homeland, �ts �ndependence, and �ts 
future."

Express�ng that he sees before h�m the 
youth to whom they can entrust the 
future w�th peace of m�nd, Pres�dent 
Erdoğan sa�d, "I feel the pr�de of see�ng 
such a youth, for whose upbr�ng�ng I 
have devoted my l�fe, com�ng l�ke an 
unstoppable torrent."
Pres�dent Erdoğan thanked all the 
young people who play a role �n 
bu�ld�ng a great and powerful Turkey 
and who are mov�ng towards the goals 
of the Turkey Century w�thout 
stopp�ng, rest�ng, and w�th strong 
steps, say�ng, "May Allah protect you 
and safeguard you from all ev�l.”

Stat�ng that they have always stood by 
the youth not only �n the field of r�ghts 
and freedoms but also �n other areas, 
Pres�dent Erdoğan cont�nued h�s 
speech as follows: "For 22 years, wh�le 
grow�ng and develop�ng our country 
�n every field, we have also mob�l�zed 
all our resources for our youth. In 
2002, there were only 76 un�vers�t�es �n 
our country. We opened 132 new 
un�vers�t�es, �ncreas�ng the number of 
un�vers�t�es to 208. When we came to 
power, the number of youth centers 
was only 9; today, th�s number has 
reached 522. We �ncreased the number 
of h�gher educat�on dorm�tor�es from 
190 to 862. We have prov�ded 
comfortable, safe, and modern 
dorm�tor�es w�th a capac�ty of nearly 
one m�ll�on beds for our students. In 
2002, undergraduate students rece�ved 
45 l�ra, graduate students 90 l�ra, and 
doctoral students 135 l�ra �n 
scholarsh�ps and student loans. Today, 
we prov�de 3,000 l�ra to undergraduate 
students, 6,000 l�ra to graduate 
students, and 9,000 l�ra to doctoral 
students �n scholarsh�ps and loan 
support."

"TURKEY WILL WRITE EPICS 
WITH THE EFFORTS OF ITS 
YOUTH”

Pres�dent Erdoğan stated that 22 years 
ago, the total number of academ�c staff 
�n un�vers�t�es was 70,000, and today 
th�s number has exceeded 184,000.

Express�ng that they have opened the 
doors of h�gher educat�on �nst�tut�ons 
to �nternat�onal students from d�fferent 
countr�es around the world, Pres�dent 
Erdoğan sa�d, "In 2002, the number of 
�nternat�onal students was 15,505, 
wh�le today we have nearly 340,000 
guest students from over 190 
countr�es. e recent events �n Syr�a 
rem�nd us of what �nternat�onal 
students mean for a country's so 
power."

Pres�dent Erdoğan noted that 
�nternat�onal students who stud�ed �n 
Turkey are now serv�ng the�r own 
people as m�n�sters, h�gh-level 
bureaucrats, pol�t�c�ans, bus�nessmen, 
and academ�cs, add�ng: "If we had 
g�ven credence to the rac�st rabble, we 
would have been depr�ved of these 
goodw�ll ambassadors �n many places 
from Syr�a to Afr�ca. But desp�te th�s 
unruly mob that harbors hatred 
towards everyone but themselves, we 
supported �nternat�onal student 
mob�l�ty �n educat�on. ese are just 
the beg�nn�ng. We w�ll, God w�ll�ng, 
see the pos�t�ve results of th�s pol�cy 
more clearly �n the future �n every field 
from economy to trade, d�plomacy to 
human relat�ons. Even �f some st�ll do 
not understand, look, �n 5, 10, 20 
years, we w�ll be talk�ng about a very 
d�fferent Turkey on a global scale. 

Another area where we have expanded 
opportun�t�es for our youth �s sports. 
e number of youth and sports 
fac�l�t�es �n 2002 was only 1,575. We 
bu�lt new football fields, athlet�cs 
tracks, sem� and full Olymp�c 
sw�mm�ng pools, sports halls, 
stad�ums, and youth centers, 
�ncreas�ng th�s number to 4,456."

Stat�ng that they encouraged h�gh 
school and un�vers�ty students to 
develop new products and projects by 
launch�ng the domest�c and nat�onal 
technology �n�t�at�ve TEKNOFEST, 
Pres�dent Erdoğan expressed h�s pr�de 
�n see�ng young eng�neers work�ng �n 
over 3,500 compan�es �n the defense 
�ndustry.

Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d, "Today, our 
youth are tak�ng lead�ng roles �n many 
strateg�c projects, from our nat�onal 
combat a�rcra KAAN to unmanned 
aer�al veh�cles. God w�ll�ng, th�s 
number w�ll �ncrease even more �n the 
com�ng years. e Turk�sh defense 
�ndustry w�ll r�se on your shoulders. 
Turkey w�ll, God w�ll�ng, wr�te ep�cs 
w�th the efforts of �ts youth. e 
century we are �n w�ll, God w�ll�ng, be 
the Turkey Century. I have not the 
sl�ghtest doubt about th�s. I bel�eve th�s 
w�th all my heart."

"WE WILL ELEVATE 
BROTHERHOOD TOGETHER”

Pres�dent Erdoğan emphas�zed that 
they w�ll cont�nue to work for a Turkey 
where young people l�ve s�de by s�de �n 
peace, harmony, and brotherhood, and 
they w�ll carry on th�s struggle 
together w�th the youth.

Us�ng the phrase "We w�ll overcome 
obstacles together," Pres�dent Erdoğan 
sa�d, "We w�ll tear up d�rty scenar�os 
together. We w�ll face attacks together. 
We w�ll elevate brotherhood together. 
We w�ll grow Turkey together. We w�ll 
walk together towards the br�ght days 
of the future. Wh�le others try to 
d�v�de and separate, we w�ll str�ve to 
un�te, embrace, and br�ng together the 
youth of th�s country on common 
ground, as we do �n th�s hall today."

Pres�dent Erdoğan stated that as long 
as Allah grants h�m l�fe and the youth 
stand by h�m, they w�ll cont�nue to 
serve Turkey and the nat�on w�th love, 
enthus�asm, and sacr�fice.

Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d, "I 
wholeheartedly congratulate each of 
you for your pass�on, enthus�asm, and 
devot�on, and I k�ss your eyes. May 
Allah preserve our un�ty, sol�dar�ty, 
strength, and brotherhood. I w�sh that 
our Youth Branch Congress, held �n a 
fest�ve atmosphere, w�ll once aga�n be 
a source of goodness for our party, our 
cause, our country, and our youth."

ank�ng the party members who 
handed over the�r dut�es at the 
congress, Pres�dent Erdoğan also 
w�shed success to the newly appo�nted 
party members.
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Hakan F�dan �n Baghdad: "We Des�re Close Relat�ons 
Between the New Governments of Iraq and Syr�a”
Dur�ng h�s v�s�t to 
Baghdad, Turk�sh 
Fore�gn M�n�ster 
Hakan F�dan expressed 
Turkey's des�re for the 
establ�shment of "close 
relat�ons" between the 
new governments of 
Iraq and Syr�a. F�dan 
also called for the 
creat�on of an all�ance 
to fight ISIS, �nclud�ng 
Syr�a and Jordan, to 
further strengthen the 
reg�on's secur�ty.

F�dan held separate meet�ngs w�th 
Iraq� Fore�gn M�n�ster Fuad 
Husey�n, Pr�me M�n�ster 

Mohammed Sh�a al-Sudan�, and 
Pres�dent Abd al-Lat�f Rash�d. 
Speak�ng at a jo�nt press conference 
follow�ng h�s meet�ng w�th Fore�gn 
M�n�ster Husse�n, F�dan sa�d they 
d�scussed "�mportant �ssues concern�ng 
both countr�es and the reg�on �n deta�l."
Recall�ng the 27 agreements s�gned 
dur�ng Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p 
Erdoğan's v�s�t to Iraq �n 2024, F�dan 
underl�ned the spec�al �mportance 
attached to the Development Road 
Project. He expressed hope for concrete 
results from the project to be seen as 
soon as poss�ble.

F�dan: Turkey's 
Expectat�ons from Iraq on 
PKK

Regard�ng secur�ty and 
counterterror�sm cooperat�on, F�dan 
stated that the understand�ng reached 
between Iraq and Turkey on these 
matters was "extremely valuable." He 
po�nted out that the PKK �s a threat to 
Turkey, Iraq, and Syr�a, and emphas�zed 
that combat�ng terror�sm �s cruc�al for 
the future and prosper�ty of the reg�on. 
F�dan added, "Our ult�mate expectat�on 
from Iraq �s to recogn�ze the PKK, 
wh�ch �t has already des�gnated as a 
banned organ�zat�on, as a terror�st 
organ�zat�on."

Des�re for Close Relat�ons 
Between Iraq and Syr�a’s 
New Government
F�dan also noted that the s�tuat�on �n 
Syr�a was d�scussed dur�ng the meet�ng, 
express�ng Turkey's read�ness to play �ts 
part �n foster�ng closer relat�ons between 
Iraq and Syr�a’s new government. He 
added, "We are ready to do our part to 

establ�sh close relat�ons between the new 
government �n Syr�a and Iraq.”

Husey�n: Iraq’s Cont�nued 
Contact w�th the New 
Syr�an Government
Accord�ng to AA, Iraq� Fore�gn M�n�ster 
Fuad Husse�n also ment�oned regard�ng 
the meet�ng, "We had the opportun�ty to 
assess pol�t�cal and energy �ssues 
between the two countr�es, the water 
�ssue, trade relat�ons, and the s�tuat�on 
of Turk�sh compan�es �n Iraq."
Iraq� Fore�gn M�n�ster Husey�n 
confirmed that Iraq and Syr�a were �n 
constant contact. He noted, "Iraq and 
Turkey have reached a consensus on 
how to pos�t�on ourselves regard�ng the 
s�tuat�on �n Syr�a. We are �n constant 
commun�cat�on w�th the new 
adm�n�strat�on �n Damascus and are 
work�ng to coord�nate on var�ous �ssues. 
Turkey, too, �s �n cont�nuous contact 
w�th the new adm�n�strat�on �n 
Damascus."
." 
Husey�n further emphas�zed that Iraq 
has been cont�nuously �n contact w�th 
the new Syr�an government and has 
worked to coord�nate var�ous matters.

F�dan Proposes Four-
Nat�on All�ance Aga�nst 
ISIS
Dur�ng h�s meet�ng w�th Iraq� Pres�dent 
Rash�d, F�dan proposed the creat�on of a 
four-nat�on all�ance to combat ISIS, 
�nclud�ng Iraq, Syr�a, Jordan, and 
Turkey. 
In a statement �ssued by the Iraq� 

Pres�dency regard�ng the matter, the 
follow�ng was stated:

"Fore�gn M�n�ster Hakan F�dan 
confirmed the Turk�sh government's 
support for the preservat�on of Iraq's 
stab�l�ty, secur�ty, and �ndependence, 
and emphas�zed the �mportance of 
cont�nu�ng jo�nt efforts �n the fight 
aga�nst terror�sm. M�n�ster F�dan also 
called for the establ�shment of an 
all�ance that �ncludes Iraq, Syr�a, Jordan, 
and Turkey to fight aga�nst the ISIS 
terror�st organ�zat�ons, el�m�nate the�r 
focal po�nts, and cut off the�r fund�ng 
sources. He stated that th�s step would 
ensure the stab�l�ty of the reg�onal 
countr�es."

Sudan�: Syr�a’s "Con��ct 
Zone" Affects Reg�onal 
Stab�l�ty
Iraq� Pr�me M�n�ster Sudan�, aer 
meet�ng w�th F�dan, d�scussed the latest 
developments �n Syr�a, Gaza, and 
Lebanon. He stressed the �mportance of 
un�fy�ng efforts and �ncreas�ng 
coord�nat�on among countr�es �n the 
reg�on to support stab�l�ty. 
Sudan� re�terated that Iraq rejects Syr�a 
be�ng a "con��ct zone," not�ng that such 
a s�tuat�on negat�vely affects the overall 
stab�l�ty of the reg�on.
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nder Japarov’s leadersh�p, ant�-Ucorrupt�on efforts have been 
pr�or�t�zed, and the border �ssue 

w�th Taj�k�stan was resolved.
One of the key events dur�ng th�s per�od 
was the appo�ntment of a trustee on May 
18, 2021, to oversee the Kumtor gold 
m�ne, wh�ch had been operated by a 
Canad�an company for 28 years. e m�ne 
was nat�onal�zed on Apr�l 4, 2022.
In the fight aga�nst organ�zed cr�me, 
corrupt�on, and br�bery, Caparov's 
adm�n�strat�on has made notable str�des.
e nat�onal budget �ncreased from 308 
b�ll�on som (3.52 b�ll�on USD) �n 2020 to 
687 b�ll�on som (7.85 b�ll�on USD) �n 
2024. 
Kyrgyzstan, wh�ch faced a budget defic�t 
of approx�mately 340 m�ll�on USD �n 
2020, �s expected to see a surplus of 
around 70 m�ll�on USD �n 2024.
Accord�ng to the Nat�onal Stat�st�cs 
Comm�ttee, Kyrgyzstan's GDP �n 2024 
grew by 9% compared to the prev�ous 
year, reach�ng 1.5 tr�ll�on som (17.44 
b�ll�on USD). 
Industr�al product�on also �ncreased by 
5.5% to 6.8 b�ll�on USD, and the country’s 
fore�gn trade volume rose by 3.7% to 
reach 14.6 b�ll�on USD. 
e gross agr�cultural output for 2024 
amounted to 4.52 b�ll�on USD.

Record Tax Collect�on and 
Infrastructure Development
Kyrgyzstan's State Tax Serv�ce reported a 
record-break�ng 228.2 b�ll�on som (2.62 
b�ll�on USD) �n tax revenues �n 2024, 
�s �s attr�buted to �ncreased efforts �n 
�dent�fy�ng tax evas�on factors, enhanced 
mon�tor�ng, and the �mplementat�on of 
modern d�g�tal technolog�es.
Add�t�onally, hundreds of propert�es were 
nat�onal�zed, new a�rport term�nals were 
bu�lt across the country, and automob�le 
and drone manufactur�ng plants 
commenced operat�ons. 
Over the past four years, 268 schools, 52 
nurser�es, and three v�llages—Kapchagay, 
Dostuk, and Barak—compr�s�ng 101 

homes, were bu�lt. Construct�on of 
numerous m�n�-hydroelectr�c power 
plants cont�nues.

Kyrgyz People Exper�ence Mass Soc�al 
Hous�ng for the F�rst T�me
Dur�ng the �n�t�al years of Japarov’s 
pres�dency, there was cr�t�c�sm for 
pr�or�t�z�ng secur�ty forces �n address�ng 
hous�ng �ssues. 
However, the government sh�ed focus 
and allocated 138 m�ll�on USD to 
Kyrgyzstan's State Mortgage Company 
(KMİK), a body s�m�lar to Turkey’s TOKİ 
(Hous�ng Development Adm�n�strat�on).
For the first t�me �n the country’s h�story, 
1,059 fam�l�es moved �nto new homes 
w�th favorable payment terms. Large-scale 
hous�ng projects cont�nue, w�th 40,000 
apartments currently under construct�on.

Resolut�on of the 33-Year Border 
D�spute w�th Taj�k�stan
e border �ssue between Kyrgyzstan and 
Taj�k�stan, wh�ch had been a source of 
con��ct due to the arb�trary borders 
drawn by the Sov�et Un�on, was resolved 
aer armed clashes began �n 2011. 
On December 4, 2024, a jo�nt statement 
declared the resolut�on of the border 
d�spute, w�th both countr�es expected to 
s�gn formal agreements �n March 2025.

Ch�na-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbek�stan Ra�lway 
Project
e foundat�on for the Kyrgyz sect�on of 
the Ch�na-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbek�stan Ra�lway 
Project, wh�ch w�ll enhance Kyrgyzstan’s 
strateg�c pos�t�on �n transportat�on and 
trade, was la�d on December 27, 2024.
Pres�dent Japarov emphas�zed that th�s 
ra�lway w�ll fac�l�tate the transportat�on of 
goods from Ch�na to Kyrgyzstan and 
beyond, to Central As�a, the M�ddle East, 
and the European Un�on. 
e total construct�on cost of the project 
�s est�mated at 4.66 b�ll�on USD. �s 
project a�ms to ease transportat�on for 
landlocked Kyrgyzstan.

Kyrgyzstan Pres�dent Caparov 
Marks 4th Year �n Power
Dur�ng Pres�dent Sadyr Japarov's four-year tenure, 
s�gn�ficant emphas�s has been placed on fight�ng 
organ�zed cr�me and corrupt�on, wh�le a longstand�ng 
border d�spute w�th Taj�k�stan, wh�ch had led to deadly 
clashes, was resolved.

In h�s message, Omural�ev stated, 
"I proudly celebrate the launch of 
Fergan� Space’s first satell�te, 
FGN-100-d1, �nto space. �s 

ach�evement, led by Baykar Cha�rman 
Selçuk Bayraktar, once aga�n 
showcases the creat�v�ty and 
determ�nat�on of the Turk�c world."
He expressed h�s happ�ness �n 
w�tness�ng the real�zat�on of the v�s�on 
Bayraktar shared w�th the "br�ght 
young m�nds" of the Turk�c world 
dur�ng the OTS Youth Platform event 
held �n Bukhara. Omural�ev 
emphas�zed, "�s success, rooted �n a 
long-nurtured dream, �s a great source 
of pr�de and joy for the ent�re Turk�c 
world."
Omural�ev h�ghl�ghted that the project 
pays homage to the legacy of scholars 
l�ke Fergan� and Ulugh Beg, rev�v�ng 
the shared sc�ent�fic her�tage to �nsp�re 

future generat�ons wh�le 
demonstrat�ng the grow�ng capac�ty of 
the Turk�c world �n global space 
explorat�on.

A Message of Cooperat�on �n Space 
Technolog�es
Po�nt�ng out that th�s m�lestone also 
marks a s�gn�ficant step �n enhanc�ng 
cooperat�on among OTS member 
states �n space technolog�es, 
Omural�ev reaff�rmed the OTS 
Secretar�at’s "unwaver�ng 
comm�tment" to advanc�ng 
collaborat�on �n th�s field.
He underscored the a�m of 
establ�sh�ng a platform for shar�ng 
expert�se, exper�ence, and techn�cal 
knowledge to strengthen jo�nt 
capab�l�t�es �n space research, stat�ng, 
"On th�s occas�on, I congratulate 
everyone �nvolved and hope th�s 
remarkable ach�evement paves the way 
for even greater successes for the 
Turk�c world."

FGN-100-d1, Türk�ye’s largest satell�te, 
developed nat�onally by Fergan� Space, 
successfully reached �ts orb�t aer 
launch.
Accord�ng to a statement from Baykar, 
the FGN-100-d1 satell�te, developed 
by Fergan� Space—founded by Baykar 
Cha�rman and Technology Leader 
Selçuk Bayraktar—was launched �nto 
space from the Vandenberg Space 
Force Base �n the Un�ted States at 
22:09 Türk�ye t�me last n�ght.

Secretary General of the Organ�zat�on of Turk�c 
States (OTS), Ambassador Kubanychbek Omural�ev, 
�ssued a congratulatory message follow�ng the 
successful launch and orb�tal placement of Türk�ye’s 
largest satell�te, FGN-100-d1, wh�ch was nat�onally 
developed by Fergan� Space and manufactured by a 
pr�vate company.

OTS Secretary General 
Congratulates the Successful 
Launch of Nat�onal Satell�te 
Fergan� FGN-100-d1
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Cha�r�ng the government’s 
annual assessment 
meet�ng, Tokayev also 

ass�gned new tasks to the cab�net 
led by Oljas Bektenov. 
Desp�te the d�ff�cult global 
s�tuat�on last year, Tokayev 
h�ghl�ghted that the country's 
economy cont�nued to grow but 
acknowledged that there were st�ll 
press�ng �ssues to address.

Tokayev emphas�zed the urgent 
need for econom�c d�vers�ficat�on, 
attract�ng fore�gn �nvestment, and 
advanc�ng sectors such as tour�sm, 
trans�t, transportat�on, log�st�cs, e-
commerce, and art�fic�al 
�ntell�gence. He also noted that the 
cl�mate agenda �s undergo�ng 
s�gn�ficant changes, necess�tat�ng a 
reassessment of approaches to 
green energy development.

Need for Nuclear Energy
Tokayev po�nted to the �ncreas�ng 
electr�c�ty shortage and gave 
�nstruct�ons to accelerate the 
construct�on of the first nuclear 

power plant and �n�t�ate the 
establ�shment of a nuclear cluster 
�n the country. 
He also emphas�zed plans to bu�ld 
two add�t�onal nuclear plants �n 
the future. "e second nuclear 
plant's construct�on proposal �s 
awa�ted from Parl�ament and the 
government. Let me re�terate that 
our country needs nuclear energy. 
W�thout �t, Kazakhstan's future 
development �s not poss�ble," he 
stated.

Kazakhstan as an "Intermed�ate 
Power”
Tokayev descr�bed Kazakhstan as a 
"rel�able" and "�ntermed�ate power" 
on the global stage. He stressed 
that th�s h�gh status should be 
supported by tang�ble successes 
not only �n pol�t�cs but also �n the 

economy, �nvestment, sc�ence, and 
technology.
In the current geopol�t�cal context, 
Tokayev emphas�zed the 
�mportance of tak�ng cooperat�on 
w�th Kazakhstan’s closest 
ne�ghbors to a new level. He also 
h�ghl�ghted the need for large 
�nvestment projects w�th countr�es 
such as Ch�na, Russ�a, the U.S., the 
European Un�on, the M�ddle East, 
and other As�an nat�ons.

F�ght�ng D�s�nformat�on
Tokayev also drew attent�on to the 
need for legal reforms to combat 
d�s�nformat�on and prevent the 
spread of harmful content on 
onl�ne platforms. "We are 
�ncreas�ngly encounter�ng 
d�s�nformat�on and med�a 
man�pulat�on a�med at 
man�pulat�ng publ�c op�n�on, 
d�scred�t�ng author�t�es, and 
�nc�t�ng hatred. �s poses ser�ous 
r�sks to publ�c safety and stab�l�ty 
�n the country," he remarked.

Pr�me M�n�ster Bektenov added 
that agreements related to the 
construct�on of the first nuclear 
power plant �n the Almaty reg�on 
would soon be s�gned, and reg�onal 
analys�s for determ�n�ng locat�ons 
for the second and th�rd nuclear 
plants �s near�ng complet�on.

Kazakhstan to Accelerate Nuclear Power 
Plant Construct�on Due to Electr�c�ty 
Shortage
Kazakh Pres�dent Kassym-Jomart Tokayev has �nstructed the 
government to speed up the construct�on of the country’s first 
nuclear power plant �n response to the grow�ng electr�c�ty 
shortage.

eputy Fore�gn M�n�ster DNuh Yılmaz Meets w�th 
UN World Food 

Programme Deputy Execut�ve 
D�rector Carl Skau
Accord�ng to a statement posted on 
the M�n�stry's off�c�al soc�al med�a 
account, Deputy M�n�ster Yılmaz held 
a meet�ng w�th WFP Deputy 
Execut�ve D�rector Skau.

Dur�ng the meet�ng, areas of 
cooperat�on related to the 
developments �n Syr�a and Gaza, as 
well as food secur�ty, were d�scussed.

Deputy Fore�gn 
M�n�ster Nuh 
Yılmaz Meets 
w�th UN World 
Food 
Programme 
Deputy 
Execut�ve 
D�rector

Deputy Fore�gn 
M�n�ster Nuh Yılmaz 
met w�th Carl Skau, 
Deputy Execut�ve 
D�rector of the UN 
World Food 
Programme (WFP), to 
d�scuss developments 
�n Syr�a and Gaza, as 
well as food secur�ty 
�ssues.
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In the Turk�sh Republ�c of Northern Cyprus 
(TRNC), martyrs were commemorated at a 
ceremony mark�ng the 67th ann�versary of 
the res�stance aga�nst Br�t�sh colon�al rule.

Martyrs Commemorated on 
the 67th Ann�versary of the 
Res�stance Aga�nst Br�t�sh 
Colon�al Rule �n the TRNC

peak�ng to the Russ�an state Sbroadcaster Ross�ya-24 about 
the s�tuat�on �n Ukra�ne, Put�n 

recalled that negot�at�ons w�th the 
Ukra�n�an s�de began r�ght aer the 
start of the "spec�al m�l�tary 
operat�on."
"At the beg�nn�ng, we told the 
Ukra�n�an leadersh�p that the people 
�n Donetsk and Luhansk d�d not 
want to be part of Ukra�ne and that 
everyth�ng would end there �f they 
le these reg�ons," Put�n sa�d.
He stressed that �f Ukra�ne had 
w�thdrawn from these reg�ons, there 
would have been no con��ct, add�ng, 
"K�ev dec�ded to go to war."

Put�n also stated that dur�ng 
negot�at�ons between Russ�a and 
Ukra�ne �n Istanbul �n 2022, a dra 
agreement was reached. "Although 
th�s document conta�ned some 
content�ous elements, I st�ll agreed to 
put �t �nto effect. On the even�ng of 
Apr�l 15 or the morn�ng of Apr�l 16, 
we �nformed the Ukra�n�an s�de that 
we were ready to s�gn �t," he sa�d.
Put�n recalled that when the Russ�an 
army advanced near K�ev, some 
European leaders spoke to h�m. "ey 
sa�d Ukra�ne could not s�gn a peace 
agreement wh�le weapons were 
po�nted at �t near �ts cap�tal. It �s 
poss�ble that th�s was a decept�on, but 
based on the �dea of prevent�ng 
bloodshed and a war, we st�ll agreed 

to w�thdraw our troops," he 
expla�ned.

Poss�ble Negot�at�ons
Regard�ng potent�al negot�at�ons w�th 
Ukra�ne, Put�n po�nted out a legal 
�ssue: "e leader of the reg�me �n 
Ukra�ne s�gned a decree bann�ng 
negot�at�ons. Now, s�nce he �s no 
longer a leg�t�mate leader, he cannot 
revoke th�s decree. If we start 
negot�at�ons now, �t w�ll not be 
leg�t�mate."
Put�n emphas�zed that Russ�a �s open 
to talks w�th anyone from Ukra�ne, 
but Zelensky would not be able to 
s�gn any documents. "If there �s a 
des�re for negot�at�ons, legal �ssues 
can be resolved. However, we do not 
see such w�ll�ngness," he stated.

He also argued that the war would 
end w�thout Western support, say�ng, 
"If the �ow of money and 
ammun�t�on stops, they won’t last 
even a month."
F�nally, Put�n underl�ned that any 
potent�al negot�at�on outcome must 
ensure secur�ty for both Ukra�ne and 
Russ�a.

Russ�an Pres�dent Vlad�m�r Put�n stated that 
Ukra�n�an Pres�dent Volodymyr Zelensky had 
banned negot�at�ons w�th Russ�a, emphas�z�ng, 
"If we start negot�at�ons now, �t w�ll not be 
leg�t�mate.”

Put�n: Negot�at�ng w�th 
Ukra�ne Now Would Not Be 
Leg�t�mate

 ceremony was held �n front Aof the Martyrs’ Monument �n 
the cap�tal, N�cos�a, on the 

occas�on of the 67th ann�versary of the 
res�stance aga�nst Br�t�sh colon�al rule, 
wh�ch took place on January 27-28, 
1958.
e ceremony was attended by TRNC 
Pres�dent Ers�n Tatar, as well as m�l�tary 
and c�v�l�an off�c�als and c�t�zens.
 
e event began w�th the lay�ng of 
wreaths at the monument, followed by 
a moment of s�lence and a salute, then 
the ra�s�ng of the �ags to the sound of 
the nat�onal anthem.
In h�s speech, Pres�dent Tatar stated 
that 67 years ago, the Turk�sh Cypr�ot 
people fought aga�nst Br�t�sh colon�al 
rule �n order to l�ve as a separate people 
on these lands, and he pa�d tr�bute to 
the martyrs w�th grat�tude. 

Tatar emphas�zed that aer the Br�t�sh 
colon�al rule, the Turk�sh Cypr�ot 
people res�sted the terror�st 
organ�zat�on EOKA, wh�ch was 
establ�shed to annex Cyprus to Greece, 
and that th�s struggle led to the 
establ�shment of the Turk�sh Res�stance 
Organ�zat�on (TMT).

Po�nt�ng out that there �s a Turk�sh 
people �n Cyprus as sovere�gn as the 
Greek Cypr�ots, Tatar added:
 "S�nce they never accepted a federal-
based agreement and d�d not recogn�ze 
our equal�ty, w�th the full support of 
the motherland Turkey, we have now 
embarked on a new path and put 
forward a new pol�cy. From now on, 
any agreement can only be �n the form 
of cooperat�on between two states. 
Beh�nd our pol�cy stands the 
motherland Turkey. Pres�dent Recep 
Tayy�p Erdoğan cont�nues to announce 
th�s pol�cy to the world."

February 2025
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ccord�ng to a wr�tten Astatement from the 
government, Japarov spoke at 

the 7th D�g�tal Almaty-2025 
Internat�onal Forum, t�tled "Industr�al 
Art�fic�al Intell�gence: Technolog�es of a 
New Era," held �n Almaty, Kazakhstan. 

Japarov stated that the goal �s to 
�ntegrate AI technolog�es �nto state 
�nst�tut�ons to ensure susta�nable 
development and strengthen 
Kyrgyzstan’s pos�t�on on the global 
technology agenda. He emphas�zed that 
d�g�tal transformat�on has been a 
strateg�c pr�or�ty for Kyrgyzstan for 
over a decade, say�ng, "Art�fic�al 
�ntell�gence �s our shared pr�or�ty and 
has become an �ntegral part of the 
global technolog�cal landscape today. It 
�s �mportant for our countr�es not only 
to ut�l�ze the�r potent�al but also to 
become act�ve part�c�pants �n 
technolog�cal progress."

Japarov recalled that the Nat�onal 
Art�fic�al Intell�gence Counc�l has been 
establ�shed to make strateg�c dec�s�ons 
and �mplement advanced technolog�es, 
add�ng that the Nat�onal Art�fic�al 
Intell�gence Strategy w�ll soon be 
adopted.

"We Have the Chance to Become a 
Global D�g�tal Hub”

Japarov h�ghl�ghted that for the 
successful d�g�tal transformat�on of 

Euras�an Econom�c Un�on (EAEU) 
member states, focus should be placed 
on areas such as develop�ng d�g�tal 
sk�lls, support�ng startups and 
�nnovat�ons, and ensur�ng 
cybersecur�ty. He sa�d, "We have the 
chance to become a global d�g�tal hub. 
In th�s context, I propose the creat�on of 
a Jo�nt Coord�nat�on Counc�l (JCC) to 
manage reg�onal projects and 
coord�nate strateg�es. Kyrgyzstan �s 
ready to �n�t�ate a p�lot project to 
establ�sh such a structure."

Emphas�z�ng that the reg�on where 
Kyrgyzstan �s located can become a 
center for d�g�tal �nnovat�on and 
susta�nable development, Japarov 
stated, "I propose the creat�on of a 
reg�onal AI center for shar�ng 
knowledge, resources, and best 
pract�ces, the development of reg�onal 
standards regulat�ng AI to ensure the 
protect�on of c�t�zens' data, and 
prov�d�ng access to comput�ng power 
through reg�onal data centers to 
el�m�nate technolog�cal barr�ers."

Japarov also noted that an AI robot 
named "Akyla�," wh�ch prov�des legal 
and financ�al adv�ce to c�t�zens based on 
nat�onal leg�slat�on, has been launched 
�n the country. Add�t�onally, he 
ment�oned that a study on water 
resources and related �ssues us�ng AI 
has been �n�t�ated.

SOURCE: VEDAT KURT

Kyrgyzstan Establ�shes 
Nat�onal Art�fic�al 
Intell�gence Counc�l
Kyrgyzstan’s Cha�rman of the Cab�net of 
M�n�sters, Akylbek Japarov, announced that 
the country a�ms to systemat�cally and 
extens�vely �ntegrate art�fic�al �ntell�gence 
(AI) technolog�es �nto state �nst�tut�ons. 

Azerba�jan� Pres�dent Al�yev: 
We Have Not Forgotten 
Zangezur, and We W�ll Not 
Forget
Azerba�jan� Pres�dent Ilham Al�yev stated, 
"We have not forgotten Zangezur, and we 
w�ll not forget. However, today we have no 
terr�tor�al cla�ms aga�nst Armen�a. But 
Armen�a must fulfill �ts obl�gat�ons and 
ensure un�mpeded passage from 
Azerba�jan to Azerba�jan (Nakhch�van).”

res�dent Al�yev made these Premarks dur�ng a meet�ng w�th 
transportat�on m�n�sters and 

off�c�als �n the cap�tal, Baku.

Al�yev noted that Armen�a has 
ma�nta�ned a non-construct�ve stance for 
over four years regard�ng the Zangezur 
Corr�dor, wh�ch would connect 
Azerba�jan's western reg�ons to 
Nakhch�van, and has fa�led to fulfill �ts 
obl�gat�ons.

e Pres�dent emphas�zed that Armen�a 
has been creat�ng var�ous excuses to 
prevent the �mplementat�on of the 
Zangezur Corr�dor and attempt�ng to 
confuse the �nternat�onal commun�ty 
w�th man�pulat�ons.

Referr�ng to Armen�an Pr�me M�n�ster 
N�kol Pash�nyan's "Crossroads of Peace" 
project, Al�yev sa�d, "W�thout 
Azerba�jan, the 'Crossroads of Peace' 
project �s not worth even two cents. If 
you want to �mplement th�s project, you 
must first approach Azerba�jan. W�thout 
us, th�s project w�ll rema�n just a p�ece of 
paper."

Al�yev recalled that when they saw 
Armen�a act�ng �ns�ncerely, they reached 
an agreement w�th Iran and began 
construct�ng automob�le br�dges 

bypass�ng Armen�a. He stated, "us, 
Armen�a w�ll rema�n a landlocked 
country, and �ts asp�rat�ons to become a 
trans�t country w�ll rema�n a dream. 
e�r losses w�ll be greater than ours. 
erefore, th�s �ssue w�ll rema�n on the 
agenda, and we w�ll cont�nue to 
emphas�ze �t both �nternat�onally and �n 
our b�lateral contacts w�th Armen�a. e 
passage from Azerba�jan to Azerba�jan 
must be smooth, free, and un�mpeded, 
w�thout any controls."

Rem�nd�ng that Zangezur �s h�stor�cally 
Azerba�jan� terr�tory and that th�s reg�on 
was taken from Azerba�jan and g�ven to 
Armen�a by the Sov�et Un�on �n 1920, 
Al�yev sa�d, "We have not forgotten 
Zangezur, and we w�ll not forget. 
However, today we have no terr�tor�al 
cla�ms aga�nst Armen�a. But Armen�a 
must fulfill �ts obl�gat�ons and ensure 
un�mpeded passage from Azerba�jan to 
Azerba�jan (Nakhch�van)."
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peak�ng one day aer Donald STrump's return to the US 
pres�dency, Zelensky 

emphas�zed that Europe must "fend for 
�tself." He ment�oned that 200,000 
peacekeep�ng troops from European 
countr�es �s the m�n�mum requ�red 
number, stat�ng, "Otherw�se, �t �s 
noth�ng."
In h�s speech at the World Econom�c 
Forum held �n Davos, Sw�tzerland, 
Zelensky rem�nded that "there �s no 
ocean separat�ng European countr�es 
from Russ�a."

e Ukra�n�an pres�dent also 
underl�ned that Russ�a's demand to 
reduce Ukra�ne's m�l�tary, currently at 
800,000 troops, by a fih �s "not an 
opt�on."
Zelensky stated that dur�ng a ceasefire 
agreement, Ukra�ne's best defense 
would be NATO membersh�p.
Wh�le most European countr�es 
support Ukra�ne's NATO membersh�p, 
Germany and the Un�ted States oppose 
�t. Russ�a-fr�endly governments �n 
Hungary and Slovak�a are also aga�nst 
Ukra�ne's access�on to NATO.

Support for Trump’s 5% Defense 
Spend�ng Proposal

Zelensky further urged European 
countr�es to cons�der Trump’s call for 
NATO members to �ncrease defense 
spend�ng to 5% of GDP.

"If 5% of GDP �s needed for defense, 
then let �t be, �t should be 5%," 
Zelensky sa�d, emphas�z�ng the need 
for Europe to establ�sh a un�fied 
secur�ty and defense pol�cy.

Meanwh�le, Ukra�ne �s seek�ng a 
meet�ng w�th Trump, who prom�sed to 
qu�ckly end the war between Russ�a 
and Ukra�ne �f he w�ns the US 
pres�dency. However, how he �ntends 
to ach�eve th�s has never been clar�fied.

Russ�an Drone Attacks Cont�nue

In other developments, Ukra�n�an 
off�c�als reported on Tuesday that 
Russ�an drone attacks had caused 
damage to homes �n var�ous reg�ons of 
central and southern Ukra�ne.
e Ukra�n�an m�l�tary reported that 
131 Russ�an drones and four ball�st�c 
m�ss�les were used �n the attacks.

Ukra�n�an a�r forces announced that 
the�r a�r defense systems had downed 
72 drones.

e Russ�an M�n�stry of Defense, �n a 
statement on Tuesday, sa�d that �t had 
destroyed 55 Ukra�n�an drones, mostly 
�n areas near the Russ�a-Ukra�ne 
border. e m�n�stry added that 
Russ�an a�r defense systems had 
downed 22 drones over Bryansk, 12 
over Rostov, and 10 over the Smolensk 
reg�on.

Zelensky: "Ukra�ne Needs at 
Least 200,000 Peacekeep�ng 
Troops for a Ceasefire”
Ukra�n�an Pres�dent Volodymyr Zelensky 
stated that �f a ceasefire agreement �s reached 
w�th Russ�a, Ukra�ne would need "at least 
200,000 European peacekeepers" on the 
ground to defend aga�nst any potent�al 
Russ�an attack.

n extraord�nary government Ameet�ng was held at the Palace 
of Serb�a �n Belgrade under 

Vuc�c’s leadersh�p, w�th the 
part�c�pat�on of Vucev�c, who has 
dec�ded to res�gn, as well as m�n�sters 
and other off�c�als.
Follow�ng the meet�ng, Vuc�c 
announced that aer Vucev�c’s 
res�gnat�on �s accepted by parl�ament, 
he w�ll gather all part�es to d�scuss 
form�ng a new government.

Emphas�z�ng that he w�ll not delay the 
government format�on process, Vuc�c 
stated:
"If a new government �s not formed, 
elect�ons w�ll be announced. ere w�ll 
be no �nter�m government. e most 
s�gn�ficant developments w�ll take place 
w�th�n the Serb�an Progress�ve Party. 
Serb�a �s �n a d�ff�cult s�tuat�on, fac�ng 
�mmense external pressure. Our 
stab�l�ty and soc�al peace are under 
threat. W�th�n the next 10 days, we w�ll 
dec�de whether to proceed w�th 
elect�ons or form a new government. 
e government w�ll cont�nue mak�ng 
dec�s�ons �n �ts techn�cal mandate. We 
can hold elect�ons w�th�n 75 days, w�th 
the most l�kely date be�ng Apr�l."
Vuc�c stressed that the Serb�an people 
want "normal and trustworthy leaders." 
He added, "I do not trust pol�t�c�ans 
who organ�ze groups to target the�r 
pol�t�cal opponents. e state can be 
pat�ent, but that does not mean we w�ll 
allow these �nd�v�duals to ru�n people's 
l�ves."
Vuc�c also announced that he would use 
h�s pres�dent�al author�ty to grant 
amnesty to 13 �nd�v�duals who were 

arrested dur�ng protests aga�nst the 
government follow�ng a deadly tra�n 
stat�on acc�dent �n Nov� Sad.

Res�gnat�ons Follow�ng Vucev�c’s 
Dec�s�on
Follow�ng Vucev�c’s res�gnat�on, Nov� 
Sad Mayor M�lan Dur�c also stepped 
down from h�s pos�t�on.
Protests Aga�nst the Government Erupt 
Aer Fatal Tra�n Stat�on Inc�dent
On November 1, 2024, a concrete 
canopy collapsed at the Nov� Sad tra�n 
stat�on, result�ng �n the deaths of 15 
people. In response, students across the 
country launched protests under the 
slogan "Stop Serb�a.”

ousands of un�vers�ty, college, and 
h�gh school students recently staged a 
24-hour road-block�ng protest at 
Autokomanda, one of Belgrade’s key 
traff�c hubs.
e students demanded accountab�l�ty 
for those respons�ble for the fatal 
acc�dent, the publ�cat�on of all 
documents related to the construct�on 
and renovat�on of the stat�on, and the 
release of students and academ�cs 
deta�ned dur�ng prev�ous protests.
Dur�ng a speech last n�ght wh�le the 
road-block�ng protest was ongo�ng, 
Vuc�c assured that the students' 
demands would be met. He 
acknowledged the need for a 
government reshuffle, expect�ng more 
than 50% of the cab�net to change.
Meanwh�le, Speaker of Parl�ament Ana 
Brnab�c announced that she would 
propose a vote of confidence �n the 
government dur�ng a parl�amentary 
sess�on.

Serb�an Pres�dent Aleksandar Vuc�c stated that 
follow�ng Pr�me M�n�ster M�los Vucev�c’s 
dec�s�on to res�gn, he would call all part�es for 
consultat�ons, and �f a new government �s not 
formed, elect�ons w�ll be announced.

Serb�an Pres�dent Vuc�c: If a 
New Government Is Not 
Formed, Elect�ons W�ll Be 
Announced
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Uzbek�stan's fore�gn trade volume reached 
$65.934 b�ll�on last year.

Uzbek�stan's Fore�gn Trade 
Volume Exceeded $65.9 
B�ll�on �n 2024

he Uzbek�stan State Stat�st�cs TAgency released the country's 
fore�gn trade data for 2024.

 Accord�ng to the report, the country's 
trade volume �ncreased by 3.8% 
compared to the prev�ous year, reach�ng 
$65.934 b�ll�on. 

Exports rose by 8.4% to $26.948 b�ll�on, 
wh�le �mports �ncreased by 0.8% to 
$38.985 b�ll�on. Uzbek�stan's fore�gn 
trade defic�t was recorded at $12.037 
b�ll�on �n 2024.
Ma�nta�n�ng trade relat�ons w�th nearly 
200 countr�es, Uzbek�stan's exports 
cons�sted of 27.8% gold, 26.7% serv�ces, 
15.6% �ndustr�al products, 8.1% food 
and l�vestock, and 6.3% chem�cal 
products. Imports were led by 
passenger veh�cles, mach�nery, and 
equ�pment at 34.6%, followed by 
�ndustr�al products at 15.5%, chem�cal 
products at 12%, and food and l�vestock 
at 9.5%.
Ch�na was Uzbek�stan's largest trad�ng 

partner �n 2024, account�ng for 18.9% 
of total trade, followed by Russ�a at 
17.6%, Kazakhstan at 6.5%, Turkey at 
4.5%, and South Korea at 3%.
e country’s fore�gn trade volume had 
grown by 18.6% �n 2022, reach�ng 
$50.008 b�ll�on, and by 23.9% �n 2023, 
reach�ng $62.567 b�ll�on.

Trade between Uzbek�stan and Turkey 
decreased by 7%

Turkey was recorded as Uzbek�stan's 
fourth-largest trad�ng partner last year, 
w�th a 5% share of the total trade 
volume. e trade volume between the 
two countr�es, wh�ch stood at $3.161 
b�ll�on �n 2023, fell by 7% to $2.937 
b�ll�on �n 2024. Uzbek�stan's exports to 
Turkey decreased by 7.4% to $1.169 
b�ll�on, wh�le �mports from Turkey 
dropped by 6.8% to $1.768 b�ll�on. 
In 2023, Uzbek�stan's exports to Turkey 
had reached $1.263 b�ll�on, wh�le 
�mports stood at $1.897 b�ll�on.

UKRAYNA ABONE TEMSİLCİSİ
Sofia BARNAS

Kosovo’s Pres�dent Vjosa Osman� has requested 
that Türk�ye cont�nue �ts support for h�s 
country �n areas such as �ts membersh�p �n 
�nternat�onal organ�zat�ons, ga�n�ng 
recogn�t�on from more countr�es, and 
strengthen�ng defense cooperat�on.

Kosovo: We want Türk�ye’s 
cont�nued support

ccord�ng to a statement Afrom the Kosovo 
Pres�dency, Pres�dent 

Osman� met w�th Türk�ye's 
Ambassador to Pr�st�na, Sabr� Tunç 
Angılı.

Dur�ng the meet�ng, pol�t�cal 
developments �n Kosovo and the 
further deepen�ng of b�lateral 
relat�ons between the two countr�es 
were d�scussed. Osman� expressed 
apprec�at�on for Türk�ye's cons�stent 
support and the fr�endly relat�ons 
between the two countr�es, 
emphas�z�ng that Türk�ye �s a strateg�c 
partner and a strong supporter of 
Kosovo.

Osman� stressed that for Kosovo to be 
a member �n �nternat�onal 
organ�zat�ons, ga�n recogn�t�on from 
more countr�es, and deepen defense 
cooperat�on, " Türk�ye's cont�nued 
support for the country" �s essent�al.
e two s�des agreed to strengthen 
the fr�endly t�es between the two 
countr�es and cont�nue long-term 
cooperat�on.

GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE
February 2025
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eputy Cha�rmen of the DCab�net of M�n�sters 
respons�ble for the economy, 

energy, and agr�culture br�efed 
Pres�dent Berd�muhamedov on the 
country’s soc�o-econom�c development 
program.
Dur�ng the meet�ng, d�scuss�ons 
focused on measures to develop the 
�ndustr�al sector, �ncrease product�on, 
and �mprove the populat�on's l�v�ng 
standards. In th�s regard, plans were 
made to attract �nvestments to the 
country and enhance publ�c-pr�vate 
partnersh�ps through regulatory 
�mprovements.

Add�t�onally, efforts are be�ng made to 
create a favorable bus�ness env�ronment 
for small and med�um-s�zed enterpr�ses 
to boost econom�c growth.
A ser�es of �nvestments are also 
planned �n the energy sector, the 
country’s pr�mary source of revenue. 
Wh�le the Turkmen�stan-Afghan�stan-
Pak�stan natural gas p�pel�ne project 
cont�nues, new wells are set to be 
dr�lled at the Galkynysh Gas F�eld, 
wh�ch holds one of the world’s largest 
natural gas reserves.

To ensure food secur�ty, Turkmen�stan 
a�ms to ma�nta�n the agr�cultural 
product�on growth rates of over 100% 
ach�eved �n 2024 throughout 2025.

Investment 
Plans for 2025 
D�scussed �n 
Turkmen�stan
In an onl�ne meet�ng 
of the Cab�net of 
M�n�sters cha�red by 
Pres�dent Serdar 
Berd�muhamedov, 
�nvestment plans for 
2025 were evaluated 
�n Turkmen�stan.

February 2025
GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE

Speak�ng to an AA correspondent 
dur�ng the "Great Wh�te Tent 
Protest," wh�ch they launched �n 

front of the Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) Off�ce 
�n Geneva to protest the events �n Gaza 
and the target�ng of the�r colleagues, 
healthcare workers expressed the�r 
concerns.
Hüsey�n Durmaz, a member of the 
Internat�onal Health In�t�at�ve who 
traveled from Turkey to part�c�pate �n 
the demonstrat�on, stated that they had 
prev�ously made calls w�th more than 
ten healthcare organ�zat�ons �n Turkey 
and later contacted the�r colleagues �n 
other countr�es to organ�ze a protest 
w�th concrete demands.
Durmaz sa�d, "us, an �nternat�onal 
coal�t�on was formed. R�ght now, more 
than 100 healthcare organ�zat�ons from 
over 12 countr�es are act�vely present 
here. However, �n add�t�on to those 
present, more than 50 countr�es have 
s�gned the statements we �ssued or are 
conduct�ng s�multaneous sol�dar�ty 
act�ons �n the�r own countr�es �n 
support of th�s protest."

Expla�n�ng that they organ�zed th�s 
demonstrat�on to clar�fy the�r prev�ous 
efforts for Gaza and to rece�ve 
responses to the�r calls, Durmaz 
emphas�zed that they wanted to 
h�ghl�ght what the UN and �ts aff�l�ated 
organ�zat�ons should do.
Durmaz stated, "F�rst and foremost, we 
want a permanent ceasefire. Because as 
long as th�s s�tuat�on cont�nues �n Gaza, 
there �s no chance for any a�d. Gaza's 
healthcare system has completely 
collapsed. Accord�ng to our sc�ent�fic 
stud�es, even �f we were granted 
uncond�t�onal access to Gaza r�ght now, 
�t would take 12 years to fully restore 
everyth�ng. We demand the �mmed�ate 
and uncond�t�onal open�ng of med�cal 
a�d, �nclud�ng personnel and suppl�es."
Not�ng that the�r calls have rece�ved 

responses, Durmaz sa�d that a 
delegat�on of healthcare profess�onals 
met w�th UN off�c�als yesterday.
He cont�nued:
"For the first t�me �n world h�story, we 
are w�tness�ng such an event; we have 
all watched a genoc�de unfold l�ve. We 
have seen healthcare workers be�ng 
k�lled and people be�ng massacred. �s 
�s unprecedented �n h�story. For the first 
t�me, not just Musl�m commun�t�es but 
the ent�re world agrees on th�s matter. 
ere �s a new global dynam�c. If th�s 
dynam�c �s properly understood, the 
world can move towards better days. 
Gaza represents an opportun�ty for a 
new world order bu�lt on just�ce and 
goodness. It has brought together so 
many people. People of all rel�g�ons and 
nat�onal�t�es are here r�ght now and 
have been on the streets from the very 
beg�nn�ng. Well-�ntent�oned pol�t�c�ans 
must read th�s new dynam�c correctly 
and create a proper plan."
"We Can Now Speak of Genoc�de 
W�thout Any Doubt”
Nur�ya Belhadj, an Alger�an-born 
French healthcare worker, stated that a 
massacre has been occurr�ng �n Gaza 
for the past year and a half and that 
desp�te the current ceasefire, �t �s not 
be�ng respected by Israel.
"As healthcare workers, we are 
part�cularly affected by what �s 
happen�ng to our colleagues �n 
Palest�ne because we bel�eve we have a 
sacred m�ss�on for our pat�ents. We 
must stand �n full sol�dar�ty w�th them," 
Belhadj sa�d.
Stress�ng that the m�ss�on of prov�d�ng 
healthcare should be respected 
worldw�de w�thout any h�ndrance, 
Belhadj asserted that the target�ng of 
healthcare workers should never be 
accepted.
"(Regard�ng what �s happen�ng �n Gaza) 
We can now speak of genoc�de w�thout 
any doubt. Genoc�de �s not only about 
exterm�nat�ng an ent�re populat�on but 
also about el�m�nat�ng a part of �t. �s 
can be for pol�t�cal, ethn�c, or rel�g�ous 
reasons," she stated.
"It Is Very D�ff�cult to Call �s 
Anyth�ng Other an Genoc�de”
Dutch healthcare worker Sara Gall� 
stated that they were call�ng on the UN 

to protect healthcare workers �n Gaza 
and the West Bank, say�ng, "Because 
they are under an attack unl�ke 
anyth�ng we have ever seen before."
Po�nt�ng out that the health s�tuat�on �n 
Gaza �s at a catastroph�c level, Gall� 
noted that s�nce October 7, 2023, there 
have been more than 1,400 attacks on 
healthcare serv�ces, result�ng �n the 
deaths of over 1,000 healthcare workers.
She emphas�zed that more than 12,000 
people �n Gaza are wa�t�ng for urgent 
med�cal evacuat�on, but th�s has not 
been perm�tted.
H�ghl�ght�ng the d�re cond�t�ons �n 
wh�ch healthcare workers �n Gaza are 
operat�ng, Gall� stated, "We have seen 
footage of healthcare workers be�ng 
forced to amputate the�r own ch�ldren's 
legs w�thout anesthes�a. ere �s even a 
healthcare worker who froze to death."
Worry�ng that what �s happen�ng �n 
Gaza �s genoc�de, Gall� cont�nued: "e 
UN has two reports stat�ng that the 
warfare tact�cs used by Israel are 
cons�stent w�th genoc�de. We have a 
spec�al rapporteur who has determ�ned 
that the cr�ter�a for genoc�de have been 
met. ere are a total of 65 experts and 
�ndependent �nst�tut�ons who have 
declared th�s a genoc�de. So �t �s very 
d�ff�cult to call th�s anyth�ng other than 
genoc�de."

Healthcare Workers Serv�ng �n D�fferent 
Countr�es Call the Events �n Gaza "Genoc�de”
Healthcare workers 
from var�ous countr�es 
have descr�bed the 
events �n Gaza, wh�ch 
has been cont�nuously 
attacked by Israel s�nce 
October 2023, as 
“genoc�de.”
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Sa�dov made these remarks 
dur�ng a tr�lateral press 
conference held �n Ankara 

follow�ng the Turkey-Azerba�jan-
Uzbek�stan Tr�lateral Meet�ng of 
Fore�gn, Trade, Economy, and 
Transport M�n�sters. e press 
conference was attended by Turk�sh 
Fore�gn M�n�ster Hakan F�dan and 
Azerba�jan� Fore�gn M�n�ster Jeyhun 
Bayramov.

Sa�dov extended h�s condolences for 
those who lost the�r l�ves �n the hotel 
fire �n Bolu Kartalkaya and w�shed a 
speedy recovery to the �njured.

M�n�ster Sa�dov noted that the 
tr�lateral meet�ng exceeded 
expectat�ons and opened new hor�zons 
for strateg�c partnersh�p among the 
brotherly countr�es. He h�ghl�ghted 
that th�s event, a cont�nuat�on of the 
first tr�lateral meet�ng held �n Tashkent 
�n 2022, has become an effect�ve 
platform for d�scuss�ng and 
�mplement�ng strateg�c �n�t�at�ves.

Emphas�z�ng that relat�ons between 
Uzbek�stan, Azerba�jan, and Turkey 
have reached an all-t�me h�gh thanks 
to the pol�t�cal w�ll of the�r pres�dents, 
Sa�dov recalled that last year, 

Uzbek�stan s�gned comprehens�ve 
strateg�c partnersh�p agreements w�th 
Turkey and elevated �ts relat�ons w�th 
Azerba�jan to an all�ed level.

Sa�dov sa�d, "ese meet�ngs are not 
only an �mportant step �n 
strengthen�ng tr�lateral cooperat�on 
but also open doors to new 
opportun�t�es for b�lateral relat�ons 
based on strateg�c �nterests. In recent 
years, our cooperat�on �n both b�lateral 
and mult�lateral formats has 
strengthened to an unprecedented 
level, ga�n�ng new dynam�cs and 
pract�cal d�mens�ons."

He added that dur�ng the meet�ng, 
they d�scussed further strengthen�ng 
the strateg�c partnersh�p between 
Uzbek�stan, Azerba�jan, and Turkey �n 
reg�onal and �nternat�onal pol�t�cs, 
trade, economy, �nvestments, and 
transport. ey also developed new 
proposals to advance mutually 
benefic�al relat�ons �n var�ous fields 
and agreed to systemat�cally enhance 

d�alogue w�th�n 
�nternat�onal 
�nst�tut�ons.

"We Are Determ�ned 
to Deepen Our 
Cooperat�on”

Sa�dov expla�ned that 
�t has become more 
�mportant than ever 

to effect�vely promote the common 
�nterests of the�r countr�es on the 
global stage and present a un�fied 
approach to key �ssues on the 
�nternat�onal agenda. He cont�nued:

"Desp�te the contrad�ctory state of the 
world, �t �s no exaggerat�on to say that 
under the strong pol�t�cal w�ll of 
Pres�dent Shavkat M�rz�yoyev, 
pursu�ng an open, construct�ve, and 
proact�ve fore�gn pol�cy has become a 
hallmark of the new Uzbek�stan on the 
�nternat�onal stage. In th�s context, we 
are determ�ned to strengthen our good 
ne�ghborly relat�ons �n Central As�a 
and deepen mutually benefic�al 
cooperat�on w�th our strateg�c partners 
�n both near and d�stant reg�ons. In 
today's �nterconnected world, 
econom�c d�plomacy �s one of the 
p�llars of �nternat�onal relat�ons. 
Uzbek�stan �s �n favor of creat�ng new 
opportun�t�es �n th�s field by leverag�ng 
th�s tr�lateral cooperat�on.

e comb�ned populat�on of our 
countr�es �s approach�ng 140 m�ll�on. 
By effect�vely ut�l�z�ng th�s great 
potent�al, we have the opportun�ty to 
at least double our trade volume �n the 
near future. In th�s regard, I had 
deta�led d�scuss�ons w�th my 
counterparts on act�vely �ntroduc�ng 
new mechan�sms to promote mutual 
trade."

Not�ng that wh�le there are s�gn�ficant 
challenges �n log�st�cs cha�ns, the 
geograph�cal locat�on and trans�t 
potent�al of the three brotherly 
countr�es hold strateg�c �mportance, 
Sa�dov emphas�zed that close 
cooperat�on �n th�s area would not 
only ensure the stab�l�ty of fre�ght 
transportat�on but also create new 
transport corr�dors that meet the needs 
of modern global markets.

Sa�dov sa�d, "Wh�le Turkey and 
Azerba�jan are today the western gate 
of the M�ddle Corr�dor, Uzbek�stan �s 
emerg�ng as a strateg�c hub, much l�ke 
the anc�ent S�lk Road. We held 
comprehens�ve consultat�ons on us�ng 
Uzbek�stan as a transport and log�st�cs 
center for Turk�sh and Azerba�jan� 
compan�es to access new markets. In 
part�cular, we exchanged v�ews on 
�ncreas�ng transportat�on by 
extens�vely ut�l�z�ng the opportun�t�es 
of the Kyrgyzstan-Uzbek�stan-
Turkmen�stan-Azerba�jan-Georg�a-
Turkey-Europe �nternat�onal transport 
corr�dor."

"I Congratulate Our Turk�sh 
Brothers”

Sa�dov stressed the need to un�te �n 
promot�ng the�r shared h�story and 
r�ch Turk�c-Islam�c culture to the 
world, stat�ng:
"In th�s context, I s�ncerely 
congratulate our Turk�sh brothers on 
the successful launch of the satell�te 
named aer the great sc�ent�st Ahmad 
al-Ferghan� on January 14. �s 
h�stor�c event not only showcased 
Turkey's h�gh level of sc�ent�fic and 
technolog�cal ach�evement but also 
re�ected the �nseparable l�nk between 
our shared cultural and �ntellectual 
her�tage and contemporary successes. 
We expressed our deep grat�tude to our 
Turk�sh colleagues for the�r s�gn�ficant 
contr�but�ons to w�dely promot�ng the 
r�ch legacy of our great ancestors, who 
made un�que contr�but�ons to the 
development of world c�v�l�zat�on."
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Uzbek Fore�gn M�n�ster Sa�dov Speaks at Jo�nt Press 
Conference w�th F�dan and Bayramov

Uzbek Fore�gn 
M�n�ster Bakht�yar 
Sa�dov stated, "We are 
determ�ned to 
strengthen our good 
ne�ghborly relat�ons �n 
Central As�a, as well 
as deepen mutually 
benefic�al cooperat�on 
w�th our strateg�c 
partners �n both near 
and d�stant reg�ons.”
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 delegat�on of 30 c�v�l Aadm�n�strators from 
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbek�stan, and 

Turkmen�stan arr�ved �n Türk�ye as 
part of tra�n�ng programs that w�ll run 
unt�l January 26. Dur�ng the�r v�s�t, 
they met w�th the Head of the 
Pres�dent�al Human Resources Off�ce, 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sal�m Atay, at the 
Pres�dent�al L�brary.
Atay emphas�zed that th�s was the first 
event organ�zed �n Türk�ye w�th the 
part�c�pat�on of representat�ves from 
four countr�es, stat�ng, "us, wh�le 
you have the opportun�ty to observe 
the work of our relevant �nst�tut�ons 
and m�n�str�es firsthand and rece�ve 
related tra�n�ng, you w�ll also have the 
chance to meet and engage w�th each 
other."

"We Have a Lot to Learn from You”
Ermek Irgebaev, the head of the 
Kyrgyz delegat�on, ment�oned that 
they came to Türk�ye w�th a team of 
10 people to ga�n var�ous exper�ences. 
He noted that he had heard pos�t�ve 
th�ngs about the work�ng methods of 
�nst�tut�ons and organ�zat�ons �n 
Türk�ye and expressed that the 
tra�n�ng sess�ons to be held at 
m�n�str�es would prov�de valuable 
�ns�ghts. He also stated that relevant 
representat�ves from Kyrgyzstan 
would cont�nue to part�c�pate �n 
future programs.
D�lshod Kenjaev, the head of the 
Uzbek delegat�on, h�ghl�ghted the�r 
�nterest �n learn�ng from Türk�ye’s 

expert�se �n human resources and 
�mplement�ng those exper�ences �n 
Uzbek�stan.
Yazmyrat Kulayev, the head of the 
Turkmen delegat�on, expressed 
grat�tude for Türk�ye’s hosp�tal�ty. He 
stressed that the meet�ngs scheduled 
as part of the program would 
strengthen fr�endly relat�ons between 
the two countr�es and bel�eved that 
they would lay a sol�d foundat�on for 
jo�nt projects.

"ey D�rectly Contr�bute to the 
Leg�slat�ve Process Upon Return�ng 
to e�r Countr�es”
Follow�ng the meet�ng, Assoc. Prof. 
Dr. Sal�m Atay made statements to 
journal�sts, not�ng that the 
Pres�dent�al Human Resources Off�ce 
has var�ous programs �n place w�th 
the countr�es of the Turk�c States and 
ma�nta�ns cont�nuous �nteract�on w�th 
them.
Atay po�nted out that th�s was the first 
t�me representat�ves from four Turk�c 
states had come together for a 
common purpose, emphas�z�ng the 
s�gn�ficance of Turkmen�stan’s 
part�c�pat�on, desp�te not be�ng a full 
member of the organ�zat�on.

e first act�v�ty of the Turk�c World Inst�tute for 
Human Resources Development (TİKGE), operat�ng 
under the Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States (OTS), was 
held �n Türk�ye. 

epresent�ng Turkey at the Rmeet�ng w�ll be Fore�gn 
M�n�ster Hakan F�dan, 

Trade M�n�ster Ömer Bolat, and 
Transport and Infrastructure 
M�n�ster Abdulkad�r Uraloğlu. e 
Azerba�jan� delegat�on w�ll �nclude 
Fore�gn M�n�ster Jeyhun Bayramov, 
Economy M�n�ster M�kay�l 
Jabbarov, and M�n�ster of D�g�tal 
Development and Transport 
Rashad Nab�yev. e Uzbek 
delegat�on w�ll be represented by 
Fore�gn M�n�ster Bakht�yor Sa�dov, 
M�n�ster of Investment, Industry, 
and Trade Laz�z Kudratov, and 
Transport M�n�ster Ilkhom 
Makhkamov.

e agenda of the meet�ng w�ll 
cover fore�gn pol�cy �ssues, reg�onal 
cooperat�on, the enhancement of 
trade, econom�c, and �nvestment 
relat�ons, the development of 
reg�onal transportat�on networks, 
and the strengthen�ng of 
collaborat�on �n the transport and 
commun�cat�ons sectors.

At the end of the tr�lateral meet�ng, 
the s�gn�ng of the Ankara 
Declarat�on and �ts accompany�ng 
Act�on Plan �s expected, outl�n�ng a 
concrete roadmap for future 

cooperat�on among the three 
countr�es.
Turkey-Azerba�jan-
Uzbek�stan Tr�lateral 
Fore�gn, Trade, and 
Transport M�n�sters' Meet�ng

e first meet�ng �n th�s format was 
held on August 2, 2022, �n 
Tashkent, the cap�tal of Uzbek�stan.
e COVID-19 pandem�c and the 
Russ�a-Ukra�ne War d�srupted 
supply cha�ns. In response, Turkey, 
Azerba�jan, and Uzbek�stan 
establ�shed th�s tr�lateral platform 
to d�scuss projects a�med at 
strengthen�ng econom�c, transport, 
and energy connect�v�ty along the 
h�stor�c S�lk Road route between 
As�a and Europe.

e meet�ng �s expected to address 
the harmon�zat�on of customs 
regulat�ons, the expans�on of 
electron�c serv�ces, and the gradual 
removal of trade barr�ers �n l�ne 
w�th the pr�nc�ples of construct�ve 
and mutual benefit.

e Turkey-Azerba�jan-Uzbek�stan 
Tr�lateral Meet�ng �s also seen as a 
concrete example of Turkey's close 
sol�dar�ty and cooperat�on w�th the 
Turk�c world.

e second Turkey-Azerba�jan-Uzbek�stan 
Tr�lateral Fore�gn, Trade, and Transport 
M�n�sters' Meet�ng w�ll take place �n 
Ankara.

Second Turkey-Azerba�jan-
Uzbek�stan Tr�lateral 
M�n�sters' Meet�ng to Be 
Held �n Ankara

e first act�v�ty of the Turk�c 
World Inst�tute for Human 
Resources Development took 
place �n Türk�ye
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rand� held a press conference G�n Ankara follow�ng h�s v�s�ts 
to Syr�a and Lebanon. He 

ment�oned that he would also v�s�t 
Jordan tomorrow and shared that he had 
conducted assessments �n Damascus and 
Aleppo, Syr�a. He h�ghl�ghted the 
d�ff�cult�es Syr�ans have faced s�nce 2011 
and the d�splacement of many people.

Grand� noted that nearly 12 m�ll�on 
Syr�ans have been forced to e�ther 
relocate w�th�n Syr�a or m�grate to other 
countr�es. He shared �nformat�on about 
those who dec�ded to return home aer 
the fall of the Bashar al-Assad reg�me.

Emphas�z�ng that he had a "construct�ve" 
meet�ng w�th Ahmed Shara, the leader of 
Syr�a's new adm�n�strat�on, Grand� 
reported that h�s d�scuss�ons �n Syr�a 
regard�ng the return of d�splaced 
persons, human r�ghts, and secur�ty were 
pos�t�ve.

Grand� po�nted out that he rece�ved a 
message from sen�or Syr�an off�c�als 
about a Syr�a where all commun�t�es 
could l�ve �n peace.

Call to L� Sanct�ons on Syr�a

Grand� stressed that the poor 
governance dur�ng the Assad reg�me and 
the sanct�ons have led to the destruct�on 
of Syr�a's economy. He called on the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty, "Please help 
Syr�a."

H�ghl�ght�ng the �mportance of ass�st�ng 
the Syr�an people, Grand� sa�d, "L� the 
sanct�ons and create space for 

�nvestments, reconstruct�on, and 
recovery."

Grand� added, "If we do not do th�s now, 
at the beg�nn�ng of th�s trans�t�on per�od 
or new era, we w�ll lose a lot of t�me."

e H�gh Comm�ss�oner referred to the 
�mportance of the electr�c�ty �ssue, 
not�ng that the EU has agreed on a 
roadmap to ease sanct�ons on Syr�a, but 
such pract�ces need to be expanded.

Pra�s�ng Turkey's a�d efforts and pol�c�es 
�n Syr�a, Grand� sa�d, "Turkey �tself, w�th 
�ts �nst�tut�ons TIKA, AFAD, Turk�sh 
Red Crescent, and other organ�zat�ons, �s 
already do�ng a lot �n Syr�a."

Grand� stated that Turkey has very good 
procedures, mechan�sms, and pract�ces 
for the return of Syr�ans to the�r country. 
He also ment�oned that Turk�sh 
author�t�es are work�ng excellently and 
sett�ng an example.

F�l�ppo Grand�, the Un�ted Nat�ons H�gh 
Comm�ss�oner for Refugees (UNHCR), stated, "L� 
the sanct�ons (on Syr�a) and create space for 
�nvestments, reconstruct�on, and recovery.”

UN H�gh Comm�ss�oner for 
Refugees Grand� Calls for L��ng 
Sanct�ons on Syr�a
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e memory of Resulzade, the man beh�nd the 
famous words, "Once a �ag �s ra�sed, �t w�ll never 
be lowered," �s honored both �n Azerba�jan and 
�n Turkey, where he spent a part of h�s l�fe.

Founder of the Republ�c of 
Azerba�jan: Mehmet Em�n 
Resulzade

esulzade, who played a s�gn�ficant Rrole �n shap�ng the nat�onal 
�dent�ty of Azerba�jan, recogn�zed 

as the first democrat�c republ�c �n the 
Musl�m East, ded�cated h�s l�fe to 
�ndependence and the enl�ghtenment of 
soc�ety through h�s journal�st�c and 
pol�t�cal act�v�t�es. H�s legacy �s cher�shed 
both �n Azerba�jan and �n Turkey, where 
he l�ved for a per�od.

Resulzade, whose slogan "Once a �ag �s 
ra�sed, �t w�ll never be lowered" became a 
symbol of �ndependence for Azerba�jan�s, 
was born on January 31, 1884, �n the 
v�llage of Novkhan� near Baku.

From a young age, Resulzade was 
�nvolved �n pol�t�cs, work�ng w�th ant�-
Tsar�st pol�t�cal part�es and organ�zat�ons 
and wr�t�ng for var�ous newspapers and 
magaz�nes. Fac�ng pressure from the 
Tsar�st reg�me, he moved to Iran �n 1909, 
where he engaged �n journal�sm and 
pol�t�cs. Aer the const�tut�onal reg�me �n 
Iran was abol�shed, Resulzade faced 
further oppress�on and was forced to leave 
for Turkey �n 1911.

Later, Resulzade returned to Baku and 
jo�ned the Musavat Party, becom�ng �ts 
Cha�rman �n 1917.

S�gned the Agreement w�th the 
Ottoman Emp�re on Behalf of 
Azerba�jan
In 1918, Resulzade was elected Cha�rman 
of the Nat�onal Counc�l formed by 
Azerba�jan� �ntellectuals. On May 28, 
1918, the Nat�onal Counc�l off�c�ally 
declared the establ�shment of the Republ�c 
of Azerba�jan.
Resulzade s�gned the fr�endsh�p and 
cooperat�on agreement between 
Azerba�jan and the Ottoman Emp�re on 
behalf of Azerba�jan on June 4, 1918. On 
June 18, 1918, a delegat�on led by 
Resulzade arr�ved �n Istanbul to attend a 

conference �ntroduc�ng the newly 
establ�shed Caucasus states. On 
September 15, 1918, the Ottoman army, 
known as the "Caucasus Islam�c Army," 
l�berated Baku from Armen�an and 
Bolshev�k gangs, and the news was 
del�vered to Resulzade by Enver Pasha, 
the Ottoman M�n�ster of War.

Return�ng to Baku, Resulzade, though not 
part of the government, act�vely worked 
�n the parl�ament as the Cha�rman of the 
Musavat Party and gu�ded the 
government's act�v�t�es.

Resulzade Settled �n Turkey �n 1947 and 
Became a Turk�sh C�t�zen
Aer the Bolshev�ks occup�ed Azerba�jan, 
Resulzade was arrested and taken to 
Moscow. Desp�te Stal�n's �ns�stence, he 
refused to cooperate and le the Sov�et 
Un�on.

Resulzade l�ved �n France, F�nland, 
Poland, and Germany, where he publ�shed 
ant�-Sov�et mater�als and worked to 
�nform the world about Azerba�jan's 
occupat�on. In 1947, he settled �n Turkey 
and became a Turk�sh c�t�zen by a 
dec�s�on of the Counc�l of M�n�sters.

In Ankara, Resulzade founded the 
Azerba�jan Cultural Assoc�at�on �n 1949 
and cont�nued to ra�se awareness about 
h�s country's s�tuat�on through books and 
conferences.
Resulzade passed away on March 6, 1955, 
�n Ankara and was bur�ed �n Cebec� Asr� 
Cemetery.
e Azerba�jan Cultural Assoc�at�on, 
founded by Resulzade and headquartered 
�n Ankara, cont�nues to operate �n Turkey. 
Resulzade's memory �s also honored �n 
Turkey through streets and avenues 
named aer h�m �n many c�t�es and 
d�str�cts, as well as at the Mehmet Em�n 
Resulzade Anatol�an H�gh School �n 
Çankaya, Ankara.
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From Central As�a to the 
Caucasus, saffron product�on �n 
these reg�ons �s not just an 

agr�cultural act�v�ty but also a cultural 
her�tage and an econom�c force. W�th 
�ts un�que health benefits and h�gh 
commerc�al value, saffron represents an 
opportun�ty for the Turk�c Republ�cs to 
ga�n a stronger vo�ce on the global 
stage.

So, what makes saffron so spec�al?
e Chem�stry of Saffron: e 
Formula of Heal�ng
Saffron's un�queness l�es �n �ts act�ve 
compounds. Chem�cal substances such 
as croc�n, safranal, and p�crocroc�n 
transform saffron from a mere sp�ce 
�nto a natural med�c�ne. Croc�n, a 
powerful ant�ox�dant, protects cells 

from the damage caused by free 
rad�cals. Add�t�onally, sc�ent�fic stud�es 
suggest that croc�n may be benefic�al �n 
treat�ng mental health �ssues such as 
depress�on and anx�ety. Safranal 
supports the nervous system and 
enhances memory, wh�le p�crocroc�n 
g�ves saffron �ts d�st�nct�ve aroma and 
taste.
In modern med�c�ne, research on these 
act�ve compounds �s rap�dly �ncreas�ng. 
Prom�s�ng results have been observed �n 
areas rang�ng from Alzhe�mer's and 
cancer to heart d�seases and depress�on. 
However, for th�s natural m�racle to 
trans�t�on from trad�t�onal to modern 
med�c�ne, �nternat�onal collaborat�ons 
and research �nvestments must be 
expanded.

From Safranbolu to the Turk�c 
Republ�cs
e Turk�c Republ�cs possess un�que 
geograph�cal and cl�mat�c cond�t�ons 
�deal for saffron product�on. From 
Safranbolu, wh�ch lends �ts name to the 
reg�on, to Azerba�jan, Turkmen�stan, 
Uzbek�stan, Kazakhstan, and 
Kyrgyzstan, saffron cult�vat�on �s 

w�despread. For �nstance, Azerba�jan 
stands out w�th �ts h�gh-qual�ty saffron 
grown part�cularly on the Absheron 
Pen�nsula. Azerba�jan� saffron enjoys a 
well-deserved reputat�on �n global 
markets due to �ts �ntense aroma and 
h�gh concentrat�on of act�ve 
compounds.

In Turkey, the value and �ncent�ves 
g�ven to saffron have already made the 
reg�on synonymous w�th Safranbolu. 
Turkmen�stan �s advanc�ng saffron 
cult�vat�on across �ts vast steppes, 
a�m�ng to become a s�gn�ficant player �n 
the product�on of th�s prec�ous plant. 
Uzbek�stan �s employ�ng modern 
agr�cultural techn�ques to enhance 
saffron y�elds, w�th fert�le reg�ons l�ke 
the Fergana Valley offer�ng �deal 
cond�t�ons for �ts cult�vat�on. 

Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan are 
focus�ng on natural and organ�c 
farm�ng pract�ces to develop saffron for 
both domest�c consumpt�on and export.
ese countr�es v�ew saffron not just as 
an agr�cultural product but also as a 
cultural bond. Shared Turk�c h�story 
and trad�t�ons make the product�on and 
trade of th�s plant even more 
mean�ngful. Saffron cult�vat�on �s not 
only an econom�c opportun�ty but also 
a means to preserve trad�t�onal farm�ng 
methods and support rural 
development. For small-scale farmers, 
saffron �s a l�vel�hood, and w�th the 
r�ght market�ng strateg�es, �t can 
s�gn�ficantly contr�bute to nat�onal 
econom�es. G�ven the demand for 
organ�c and h�gh-qual�ty saffron �n 
European and As�an markets, 
Azerba�jan, �n part�cular, has the 
potent�al to become a major player �n 
th�s field.
e Saffron Economy: A Golden 

Investment
Globally, saffron pr�ces range from $500 
to $5,000 per k�logram. W�th such a 
h�gh market value, saffron �s ak�n to an 
econom�c goldm�ne for countr�es. 
Nat�ons l�ke Azerba�jan, w�th the�r 
product�on potent�al, can mult�ply the�r 
agr�cultural �ncome by �ncreas�ng 
saffron exports. Add�t�onally, 
develop�ng value-added products—such 
as saffron teas, cosmet�cs, or 
pharmaceut�cal �ngred�ents—can 
further enhance �ts econom�c �mpact.
On the �nternat�onal stage, countr�es 
l�ke Iran and Spa�n currently lead the 
saffron market. However, Turk�c 
Republ�cs w�th saffron cult�vat�on can 
leverage the�r h�stor�cal and cultural 
her�tage to ga�n a compet�t�ve edge. For 
example, h�gh-qual�ty saffron products 
branded as "Made �n Azerba�jan" should 
be promoted at �nternat�onal fa�rs, and 
cross-border trade collaborat�ons 
should be strengthened.

Conclus�on: Saffron, a Br�dge from 
the Past to the Future
Saffron �s not just a plant but a 
profound l�nk between culture, 
economy, and health. W�th the r�ght 
pol�c�es and v�s�onary approaches, th�s 
valuable her�tage can ach�eve the global 
recogn�t�on �t deserves. From 
trad�t�onal farm�ng methods to modern 
sc�ent�fic research, from rural 
development to �nternat�onal trade, 
saffron offers benefits across a w�de 
spectrum and �s po�sed to become the 
"golden plant" of the future.

For the Turk�c Republ�cs, saffron �s not 
only a legacy of the past but also an 
�nvestment �n the future. �s prec�ous 
plant should be �ntegrated not just �nto 
k�tchens but �nto every aspect of l�fe, 
from
med�c�ne to the economy. e t�me has 
come to ut�l�ze th�s valuable resource 
more effect�vely across all areas of l�fe.

A Golden M�racle Stretch�ng from Safranbolu to the 
Turk�c Republ�cs
Nature has served 
human�ty l�ke a 
pharmacy filled w�th 
heal�ng plants for 
centur�es. Among 
these, one of the 
most valuable �s 
undoubtedly saffron. 
�s golden-hued 
sp�ce, deeply rooted 
�n cultural contexts, 
not only adds �avor 
to cu�s�nes but also 
plays a s�gn�ficant 
role �n health, 
beauty, and the 
economy.
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